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Korean Language Guide 
The following are the complete list of the lessons created so far in this Korean Language Guide. 


*Welcome 


*Korean Alphabet 
¢Sentence Order 


Particles 
*Topic Particle - = / 2 
*Identifier Particle - 7} / O| 


Subject Particles - = / © and 7}/ 0| 
¢Additive Particle - & 


*Object Particle- = /& 
*Time / Place Particle - Ol 


Pronouns 
*Pronouns (I, You) - “+, 4, 4], Gal 
*Pronouns (He, She) - =, lA, 7H, J= 


*Pronouns (He, She) - OH, AH, 7H 
*Pronouns (They) - 15, 4S, JES 
¢Pronouns- This, It, That 


Nouns 


«Nouns - Present, Past 

*Nouns - Nominalising 

*Nouns - Nominalizing Verbs 
*Nouns - Numbers and Counting 


Adjectives 


*Adjectives - Present, Past 
*Adjectives - Polite [Present, Past] 
*Adjectives - Descriptive 
*Adjectives - Connective 


Verbs 


*Verbs - Present, Past 

Verbs - Polite [Present, Past] 
Verbs - Future [Will] 

¢Verbs - Continuous 

¢Verbs - Connective 

¢Verbs - Can 

°Verbs - Have 

*Verbs - Want 


Verbs - Descriptive I 
Verbs - Descriptive II 


°Verbs - Speech 


Adverbs 
*Adverbs - At 


Particles 


°Particles - 7Al/O| Al/St Ell 
*Particles - COS /= 
Particles - OAL, JEAI 
*Particles - Gt [only] 


Possessive 


*Possessive - 2 


Conjunctions 


*Conjunctions - And 
*Conjunctions - But [~A] 24] 
*Conjunctions - But [EG|/= Gl] 
*Conjunctions - Because, So [~A]] 
*Conjunctions - Because [= 01] 
*Conjunctions - If/Once [~74] 
*Conjunctions - If/Once [~ 1 =] 
*Conjunctions - When [~H]] 
*Conjunctions - While [~o4/81 Aj] 


°*SW1H 


Advanced Grammar 


*Comparatives & Superlatives 

Imperatives - ol], oF Al Ot 

*Have to - oH OF SHC} 

*Allowed to - H#& =ICt 

*I like doing - ok= | BC, OKES ZOStCt 
*I think - ~1) 482'o (Opinion) 

*I think / It seems - ot}= 71 20H (General) 
*T used to do - HAO 

*T used to do - of Hl 

°([ learned that) ~G ct) 


°(I found that) - ~E1 GI 
*T heard / You said - ~o4 


*There is /T have - SICK 2 UI 


Special Expressions 


eAre you doing? - ~= 710? [Informal] 
*Are you doing? - ~A|= 710 2? [Polite] 
*Are we doing? - ok= HOE/ HO 2? 
*Go to do - ~cd JHC 

*To do something - ~7| $d} 

*Try doing - of EC} 

°Of course, I've done it before - Ht 
*Give the favour of doing - of ==C} 
*Would you like to go? - Gel 2? 

*Shall we do something? - Pcl F SI}? 
*It's cold, isn't it? - SAIQ? 

*Let's do it - OL At 

*Easy to do / Difficult to do - ~)| SCt/~)| ASC 
*I know how - 0112] oFEA SO} 

*I'm in the habit of - ~&| 4 ~7| He 
*Because I'm -~HEG 

*I will go first - Pt 2H) 


Phrases 


¢ As Iwas doing - ~ofC} SLI 


Other Lessons 


*Addressing people 
¢Pronunciation 


Learning the Korean Language for the First Time! 


Please refer to Audio Recordings - Introduction, to learn about "WHY" listening to Korean is so 
important in learning Korean. 


Welcome You All to the Korean Language Guide! 


This blog was first created in 2006 as an experiment to help people who would like to learn Korean 
language online by providing some basic grammar lessons on Korean. 


Over the years, I was able to put up more and more Korean language lessons online, and as of now, 
in January 2011, there are more than 70 online Korean lessons in this blog. 


The principles in writing these online Korean language lessons have been that I remain intentional 
about making them as easy to understand and readily applicable in daily life as I can, and 
comprehensive enough to cover major points of the Korean language which includes both 

the Written and Spoken forms. 


Now, what do I mean by written and spoken forms? 
In Korean, the verb endings change depending on whether the language is used in writing or speech. 


Note: In Korean grammar, the verbs come at the end of a sentence. For more on the sentence order, 
please read Sentence Order. 


For example, "LH= Sti Ol 2ECt" which means "I went to school" is a written form, and "Lh= Sti) 
Oil 2E01" is a spoken form. 


*Lh= Sti Ol 2tC+=I went to school (written form as in writing, books, diary and 
newspaper) 

eLt= Sti 0] 2401 =I went to school (spoken form as in conversations, movies and 
dramas) 


As you can see, the ending of a verb changes from 2fC} to 2£01, both of which mean "went". 


Therefore you'd write in one way but speak in a slightly different way. But don't be too alarmed at 
the difference, as there are simple patterns to it, and you'll get to learn them along the way. 


It is also important to learn the differences in degrees of formalities in the Korean language. 
There are three major types in the degrees of formality: 

*Informal 

*Polite 

*Honorific 


In expressing the politeness in the speech, Korean differs from English in that the verb endings 
change depending on the age and rank of the person being addressed to and the social setting one 
finds oneself in. For example, when I'm asked, "Where are you going?" I might answer, "I'm going 
to school" in the following ways: 


est) J - [Informal, to people of the same age as me or younger than me, especially among 
close friends] 

st) J}& - [Polite, to people older than me, and in formal social situations] 

esti) JtE SQLICt - [Honorific, this is rarely used in normal conversations. I would say 
this type of speaking is only found in very formal settings such as on the news or in the 
army. | 


You would use the polite form even when the person you're speaking to is of the same age as you or 
younger than you if you're not very close to the person and/or you're in a formal social setting. I'd 
say it's best to stick to the polite form first and then use the informal form later as you gain more 
understanding of the Korean language. 


The major mark of the division is probably the age. The polite language is used to people above 
one's age and informal language to people equal to and below one's age. 


However, generally, the polite language is generally used in many social situations and the informal 
language is usually used among close friends. 


I am trying to lay out some basics to the language of Korean. However it'd be good at this point to 
dive into the lessons and learn them for yourself. 


You can start reading the Korean language guide on this website, Learn Korean: LP's Korean 
Language Learning, from the top to bottom in the order as it's designed to guide you from the basics 
to intermediate and advanced Korean lessons. 


Before you go, here is a bit of history of &!= (Hangeul, the Korean alphabet): 


Korean is the official language of Korea, both North and South. There are around 78 million people 
who speak Korean around the world. 1 


et= (the Korean alphabet) was invented by Sejong the Great in the 15th century. Before that time, 
people used Hanja (the equivalent of the Chinese characters) which was not only difficult to learn 


but was also considerably different to the Korean grammar and sentence order. #1 
et= is a phonetic writing system which means that the words correspond to pronunciation. 


The English alphabet is phonetic whereas the Chinese characters are not. 
If you learn the English alphabet, you can read an English writing fairly well although you may not 
understand the meaning. 


Korean is even more phonetic than that of English and many other languages, in that each 
consonant and vowel in Korean mostly have only one sound. 


For example, 
eL=n 
¢ | =a (as in car and mama, short sound) 


+ }=Lt [na] (which means "I" as in "I" am Luke) 
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Following the guide for the Korean language down the column on the right-hand of the page, we're 
now moving onto learning the sounds of the consonants and vowels of tS. 


You'll learn to write and pronounce each of these consonants and vowels, and how to form a 
character in this next lesson. 


Keep on reading! 
I hope you enjoy this journey of learning a new language! 
I think it's always exciting to learn a new language! ;D 


Luke 
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The Korean Alphabet 


Learning Korean for the first time! 


' 


Hangeul or &'= (the Korean alphabet) literally means "the Korean writing.' 


In &'S, the Korean alphabet, consists of 14 consonants and 10 vowels. 
*Cosonants; TE CES OHACKAAELTS 


°Vowels: | § 1 4 +1471 | 


In addition, there are 5 double consonants and 11 double vowels. 
Double consonants: 1 CC bb AA x% 
*Double vowels: 4 {I 4] L2H +4 4l+1 1 


Additionally, there are 11 final double consonants. 
eFinal double consonants: WU LX LS 21 20 eb 2 2E 2 2S WA 


Please also refer to the audio recording of different Korean consonant-vowel combinations that I 
produced with my own voice, here, Korean alphabet - Consonants and Vowels. 


You will get to learn these basic consonants and vowels, learning how to read, write and pronounce. 


Click on the alphabet to listen to their corresponding pronunciations. 
(Provided by Korean language learning online, Sogang Unversity) 


XtS[Consonants] 


ott sll 
ap 0 


ll 


, 1 (= is asound somewhere between | and r) 


ll 


ll ll 
“nog 


' 


ll 


no sound" when used as a first consonant, "ng" when used as a final consonant. 


ua 
a> 


lob JE |mJulw|yjo|>|ijolm in |r jo 
Ho ott Tl 
so ft 


ll 


LO 
O10 


[Vowels] 


Ju fr + 
sd 
Km 2 
o 


II 
o 
° 


II 
ox 
oO 

° 


ll 


ll 


L-|I A PE Ir be 


ll 


ll 
“gees 


Att S [Double consonants] 


71 = gg Click on the link to hear the difference between the sounds of 7, 1 and =. 
Ct = dd Note the difference in sounds; [, CC and E. 

HH = bb Note the difference in sounds; 4, 4H and 1, 

AX = ss Note the difference in sounds; A and 

XK = jj Note the difference in sounds; ~, 4X and * 


At | S [Double Vowels] 
H=ae 

H = yae (rarely used) 
di=e 

Al = ye 

it =wa 

iH = wae 

41 =oe 

T= wo 

Hl = we (rarely used) 
tl =wi 

4=ui 


e How to form a character 


There are two ways of making a character, using the consonants and vowels as building blocks. 
1 Initial consonant + Vowel 
2.Initial consonant + Vowel + Final consonant 


1. Examples 
-7}= 1+ | =ga 
eL]=L+ 4 =neo 
*T=C++14=do 
eF=2+ 7 =lu/u 


s-2=O+—=meu 
HS H+ | =bi 
2. Examples 


eZ2t= 4+ | + 1 = gag 
eHl=L + 4 +L =neon 
“K=O +++ A=dod 


°S=-2+—+ 2 =leul/reul 
= A+ H+ O =jaeng 


Characters with final consonants of 7, 1 and >, all sound the same. Thus 2+, 44 and 2 will 
sound exactly the same. 


For example, 

=a, St 4+ Their final consonants all sound the same. Click on the links to hear. 

Now, below is a list of the final consonants and their respective sounds. 
e4/n/a=71 


eH /HH/Il = 
eC/E/A/M/K/R/S = 


eL=L 
eo=-2 
°Oo=oO 
°0O=0 


For example, 
eSAl [S Al] = fishing 
02S [21] = kitchen 
2! [Qt] = front 
o MI St [AI 24] = seed 
eit [et] = day 


For a more detailed explanation and audio files, click here. 


When the initial consonant of second and/or third characters is O, for example, SO] and GttOl, 
the sound of the final consonant of each letter is pronounced with the next vowel. Because O has 
no sound, SO| is pronounced as &e| and @t2'0| as OFLtJ|. These are just made-up words to show 
you how these work. 

*S0|[[cl] 

eBEOFO| [ORL] 


For more examples on this pronunciation, click on the link. 


At 8! 4! [Final double consonants] 


There are also 11 additional final double consonants. Their sounds are as follows. As you can see, 
the first consonant of the double consonants is pronounced. (except 21 = 1,20 = O and ell = H)I 
do not recommend that you learn these exhaustively right away because that is a hard work and I 
rarely employed them in my grammar lessons anyway. So it would be better to come back to these 
when you come across them from time to time. 


eK=7 
elX=L 
lS=L 
a= 7 
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fu 

m 

| 
riot unnao 


CI 
— ree HEH = = many 

Cre T= = read 

i 
sa Ch ae C(t] = spacious 
Ql xx [2|8] =a single way 
st Ct [StL] = lick 
=Ct [SU] = recite (a poem) 
SiC} [2 Et] = lose (a thing) 
zt [Zt] = price 


Excellent pronunciation lessons by Sogang Unversity (Korean language learning online) 


Source: http://korean.sogang.ac.kr/ 


Also, check out the Korean Wiki Project for additional explanations of the Korean consonants and 
vowels and respective pronunciations. 


For writing practices, 
¢Consonants 
*Vowels 
Consonants + Vowels 


Sources: 
Slow but STEADY: http://cyjn.com/165 


J|EZOHE!, KidnTeen: http://www.kidnteen.com/hannnum/han.asp 
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Sentence Order 


Please refer to Audio Recordings - Sentence Order, to listen to the sentences used in this lesson. 


In regards to the order of a sentence, there are four basic types in Korean. These are: 


“S+N 
“S+V 
“S+A 
“S+O+V 


* S = subject, N = noun, A = adjective, O = object and V = verb. 


The tense of a sentence is determined by the last part of a sentence, namely, by a noun, verb or 
adjective. 


In Korean, adjectives function like verbs in that they can be converted to different forms to 
determine the tense of a sentence. 


For example, 
*In English, the past tense of "go" is "went." 
*In Korean, the past tense of "J}Ct" (gada, go) is "2tCt 


" 


(gatta, went). 


The verbs function in the same way in English and Korean. 


However, in the case of adjectives, the past tense of "good" in English is not "gooded" but it is 
written, "was good." 

Contrary to this, in Korean, "Ct" (jota, good) has a past tense form of "S&tCt" (joatta, was 
good). 


Compare: 
*In English, "good" (present) + "was good" (past) 
*In Korean, "Ct" (present) > "S&tCt" (past) 


Therefore, the adjectives in Korean function like verbs in that they can be converted to a past tense 
or future tense, or any other tense forms. 


This conversion of a verb(or adjective) to its past, future, present continuous or past continuous 
tense forms is called a verb (or adjective) "conjugation." 


Before proceeding to the explanation section below, I recommend that you read 
the "particles" alongside this post. 
To understand Korean grammar, it is crucial that you become familiar with the concept of a distinct 


part of speech called, "particles." 


Particles are function words that indicate what the subject or object is in a sentence. 
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For example, 
*=/= is a topic particle 
°7|/0| is a identifier particle 
*3/B is an object particle 


For more information and explanation on particles, please refer to (Particles - =, &, S, 7f, Ol). 


Now, let's have a look at the four main types of Korean sentences. 
Note: S = Subject, N = Noun, V = Verb, A = Adjective, O = Object 


1.S+N 
eLh= sta40|Ct =I am a student 
eclAF= AIAYE! O| Ct = Lisa is a teacher 
eOHE SE OO] AFSC = Andrew was a doctor 


*H= SS40/ 01S =I ama middle school student [polite spoken form] 


For more explanations on the S + N pattern, please read Nouns - Present, Past. 


L} =] 
StAH = student 
2] At = Lisa 


Al a4 El = teacher 

OHO = = Andrew 

2| At = doctor 

X| = I (polite) 

zs St A4 = a middle school student 


2.8+V 
°=AS2 SelCt=Ju-young runs [written form] 
*=A2 24k = Ju-young runs [polite spoken form] 
°ESS at xt Se! Ct = Ju-young vigorously runs 


*An adverb comes before a verb. 


== & = Ju-Young (a Korean male name) 
SclCt=run 

& C4 = run [spoken form] 

&c4{ 2 = run [polite spoken form] 

= Atl = vigorously 


For more information and explanations on verbs, please read Verbs - Present, Past and Verbs - 


Polite [Present, Past]. 


3.S+A 
= IC =He is big 
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e JIA ACt= She is small 

°OH= 0] ¥8Ct = Anne is pretty [written form] 

eOH= AS Ott 2 = Anne is really pretty [polite spoken form] 
eAt0| OLS SC = The mountain is beautiful 


eit Ml J} 32 BCt = The weather is very good 


“1=he 

ACt = big 
_]4 = she 
2tC} = small 
OH = Anne 


A & = really, very 


——_— 


EtCt = beautiful 
= weather 


Ie Crz LS 
ol 11 


For more information and explanations on adjectives, please read, Adjectives - Present, 
Past, Adjectives - Polite [Present, Past] and Adjectives - Connective. 


4.8+0O+V 
*Lt= AtdtS SSiCt =I ate an apple. 
“NAS SS OIC = Ji-sung drinks water. 
*MSO0| HS EC = The birds are singing songs. 
eCtLt= CHStS CtLlCt = Anna attends college (university) [written form] 
eCtLt= CHStS Ctl & =Annaattends college (university) [spoken form] 
*Sa/= HA ASO] 2S AAC = Young-hee planted a flower in the garden yesterday. 


*Notice that the time( 012! 2) and place( 4 =! Oil) are inserted between S and O. 
p 


= = water 

OFAICt = drink 

Ad =a bird 

MS = birds 

‘ch = song 

==Ct = sing 

CHL| Ct = attend [written form] 
CiL4 & = attend [polite spoken form] 
01 Ail = yesterday 

A el = garden 

= = flower 

4} Ct = plant (verb) 
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In addition, unlike English, it is quite common to leave out the subject in a sentence in Korean. 
When the subject is known by the readers or speakers, it is often left out. Therefore, depending on a 
situation or context, it is OK to write or speak without beginning the sentence with a subject. 


A subject may not be used in a sentence if it is known who or what the subject is. So, the sentences 
below are also correct and it is common in spoken Korean (conversations). 


44 0|Ct = (am/is) a student 

4 48S s ‘ C} = (am/is) a teacher 

AFSi Ct = was a doctor 

st 240] 0{|& = (am/is) a middle school student 


iy to cs i, 


& ca Ct = vigorously ran 


°C} = (am/is/are) big 
eC} = (am/is/are) small 
°S3 2 Z0t = (am/is/are) really good [spoken form] 


“Arr = FC = ate an apple 

*=S 0401 = drank water [spoken form] 

°'- ce} S 220 = sang songs [spoken form] 

OA = = 4) 201 & = planted a flower yesterday [polite spoken form] 


For more help with the particles, please refer to the following posts: 
*Particles - 7Al/O1| Al/St Ell 
*Particles - OC F/= 
*Particles - OAL, DEA 
*Particles - 2t [only] 


*Possessive - 2| 
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Learn Korean Language: Particles 


Particles are functional words that do not have any meaning in themselves. 


They are like helpers in that they are attached to the end of nouns to indicate what that noun is and 
how it functions in a sentence. 


The following links show the list of most common particles used in Korean language. 


e Particles - = / 2 
e Particles - 7}/ O| 
e Subject Particles 
e Particles - & 
e Particles - 3/3 
e Particles - | 
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2: 
LL 


Topic Particle - = / 


Please refer to Korean Listening Exercise - Topic Particle =/€ for the audio recording of the 
sentences found in this lesson. 


Particles are functional words that do not have any meaning in themselves. 


They are like helpers in that they are attached to the end of nouns to indicate what that noun is and 
how it functions in a sentence. 


This particles section is divided into several parts. 


These are: 


*</£ _- Topic particle 7 Subject particles 
*7|/O|_- Identifier particle J 


re - Additive particle 
°=/Z - Object particle 
°0]| - Time/place particle 


Note: =/= and 7}/0| are 'Subject particles.’ The explanations are given in the 'Subject 
Particles’ section. 


Please have a look at the following examples to learn how particles are used in sentences. 


For example, 

*Lt= St40/Ct =I am a student 
=, the topic particle, is attached to the end of “+, which means the pronoun "I", to show that the 
topic is about "I" or the subject is "I". 
Here is another example, 

oL}& stAHO|Ct=I am a student, too. 
In this sentence, , the additive particle, is attached to “+ to show that in addition to a person or 
people who are students, "I", too, am a student. 


Now, let us go through each of these particles. 


=/= [Topic Particle] 


The first particle, we'll learn, is =/€, the topic particle. =/ is used for a subject or topic of a 
sentence. = is used for nouns without a final consonant, and © for nouns with a final consonant. 


Let me explain, 
*Lt= =Iam 
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eA} S = =A person is 


Lt} consists of L+ + 
¢L =n (an initial consonant) 
° | =a (a vowel) 


As you can see, “t+ is a word without a final consonant, therefore = is attached to it. 


On the other hand, At which means 'a person' has = as a final character, and = consists of =+ + 
+O 

¢= =r,] (an initial consonant) 

° | =a (a vowel) 

°O =m (a final consonant) 


At is a word with a final consonant. Therefore, = is attached to it. 


The reason for these two different types of the topic particle, =/=, is that for words with a final 
consonant, it is easier to pronounce them with © rather =. 
Compare these two pronunciations, 

AS = = sa-ram-nun 

eA} S = = sa-ram-un — sa-ra-mun [Afcl=] 


As you can see, A} is more rigid and awkward to pronounce, whereas A}S = . more fluid and 
easy to pronounce. A/S = is actually pronounced Atct=. The final consonant of =f, which is 9, is 
transferred to © to make it sound = 


(AfS'& sounds a bit like "Sarah Moon" whereas A}S'= may sound like "Saram Noon".) 
Listen to the pronunciations for yourselves in the Google Translate. 


The following are example sentences using =/<, the topic particle. 
eLh= Sf480|C} =I am a student 


° J= 4! Sorc = He is kind 

°O| 2S &HOlCt = This is a pencil 
*otSe SCt=The sky is high 
JU & eC = She studies 
eZ2 2Ct = John went 

°At= ASC = Young-su ate 


L 


— 


I (pronoun) 


st AW = a student 
“1 =he 

&! Sorc = kind 
O| 2! = this 

O1& = pencil 
ols = sky 
SC} =high 

JU = = she 


3 otCt = study 
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2 = John 


JC = go 
& == = Young-su (a male name) 
HCl = eat 


Use Google Translate to listen the pronunciations of these words. 


Note: There are no articles in the parts of speech in Korean. "A, an and the" which are used to 
identify and specify a noun in English and other languages are absent in Korean grammar. 


Continue to the next section: 
*Identifier Particle - 7} / O| 
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Identifier Particle - 7} / 0| 


Please refer to Korean Listening Exercise - Identifier Particle 7|/0| for the audio recording of the 
sentences found in this lesson. 


7|/0| is used similarly as =/= in that they indicate a subject but 7|/0| is used when it is necessary 
to identify the person or thing that is talked about in a sentence. 


For example, 
*Lt= Ct =I bought 
LH It AECt =I bought 


Note: “+ is changed to when it is used before 7}. 


Both of these two sentences mean "I bought" but LH} Ct puts more emphasis on the subject of 
the sentence, "I". 


In the sentence, LH} Ct, it is more concerned about 'who' bought rather than 'what' I did. 


= 


On the other hand, L-= *Ct, is more concerned about 'what' I did. 
LH It AtCt = I bought [It wasn't anyone else but J who bought] 
*Lt= *tCt =I bought [I bought rather than doing something else] 


It is similar to the way in English where a person stresses a certain word to give it more emphasis or 
importance. 


For example, 
°Who bought a new t-shirt? 
LH It afO1 = I bought it. 


Note: It is incorrect to say, LH= #01, because the person is asking about who bought a new t-shirt 
rather than asking about what they did. 

*What did you do in the park? 

eLt= 201 =I slept (I took a nap) 


Note: The person may be asking to several people about what they did in the park. One person 
might say they took a stroll while another person may have had lunch there. But as for me, what I 
did was 'sleeping’. 
Therefore, 

LIE 01 =I slept 


It is wrong to say LHI} 201 in this case because the person is not asking about who slept 
but what they did in the park. If the person asked me, 'Who slept in the park?', I would answer, 
Jt S01 or OF It 201 (Mark slept). 
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The identifier particle, 7|/0|, identifies the subject of a sentence. 7|/0| is concerned about who did 
the things asked. 


Like the =/ example above, 7| is used for words without a final consonant and O| for words with 
a final consonant. 


Here are example sentences: 
LHI Obs Ct =I drank (It wasn't anyone else but me) 
°S40| 4 21Ct = Younger brother/sister ate (It wasn't someone else but them) 


°Ol KX] D+ StCt = Min-ji came (It wasn't some other person but Min-ji) 
eOFEL| D+ ZC} = Anthony went (It wasn't some other person but Anthony) 
¢{ 210] St2$0| OF = That is the Han River 

¢2!210| =Ct=The building is high 

*S =i 0| td Ct = The park is large/spacious 


OFAI Ct = drink 

S = younger brother/sister 
HC = eat 

2! X| = Min-ji (a female name) 
2 Ct =come 

OF LI = Anthony 

JC = go 

A 2 = that 

et 2t = the Han River (in Seoul) 
2 EI = a building 

=C}=high 

Se =a park 


id Ct = spacious, large 


Use Google Translate to listen the pronunciations of these words. 
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Subject Particles - = / = and 7}/ 0| 


=/= and 7|/0| both are used for the subject of a sentence but =/= introduces a topic or a subject 
whereas 7|/O| identifies a subject. 


In addition to their differences already explored above, here is another big difference between the 
two particles. 


The topic particle, =/-, is used in cases when we make a general or factual statement whereas 7 |/ 
O| is not. 


For example, 
eAIEbS ttt=Ct=A cheetah is fast 
eALEf= “clCt=A cheetah is slow (This would be a wrong statement) 


However, if you visited a zoo and saw a cheetah who seems to move very slowly, you might say, 
e AL EFI} “el Ct = (That) cheetah is slow 


So the identifier particle, 7/0], indicates a certain person or thing that the speaker and listener 
know or are aware of. In this case, it would be that cheetah in the zoo. 


Here is another example, 
eULCH= 72SEC = The sea is blue 
eHtCt= Jt2tCt = The sea is black (In general, this is a wrong statement.) 


But say, you saw the sea at night and you may exclaim, 
eHECHIE FStCt! = The sea is black! 


The sea in this sentence is identified as a particular sea at night, and both the speaker and listener 
know which sea is being talked about. This is not a general statement. Therefore the identifier 
particle, 7|/0|, is used in this case. 


Of course, UFCHI} 4=C is also perfectly acceptable. However, the difference is that the sea in this 
sentence is also a particular sea that is known by both the speaker and the listener. 
eHICh= +4=Ct = The sea is blue (A general statement) 
eC} 44 =Ct = The sea is blue (The sea is identified and known by the speaker and 
listener) 


It's similar to the way articles are used in English. 


For example, 
*An apple is red = A-YL=E “2C (A general or factual statement about an apple) 
*The apple is red = Af} J})}| & 2Ct (A particular apple that the speaker identifies and 
indicates to the listener) 


22 


Additive Particle — & 


Please refer to Korean Listening Exercise - Additive Particle = for the audio recording of the 
sentences found in this lesson. 


The additive particle, ©, is similar to subject particles =/= and 7{/0O| in that it is used for a subject 
(or topic). However, adds the meaning of 'too' or 'also' to a subject. 


Here are example sentences: 
“LIS stAd0|Ct=I1am a student, too 
°_J1&> &lSotCl = He is kind, too 


0/25 HOC = This is a pencil, too 
-otS& SCt=The sky is high, too 

e JUS S¥stCt = She studies, too 
“ZS 2Ct = John went, too 

eA-=F AC = Young-su ate, too 


As a further explanation, please have a look at the following example: 
“Ch = S0| 2Ct = David was a king 
*S22F5 S0/ 2Ct = Solomon was a king, too 


© always refers to the subject. For example, S2=& S0| ZC describes Solomon in terms of the 
fact that he was a king, too. Not only was David a king but Solomon was also a king. 


$22 = Solomon 


Here is another example, 
eAILI = Lt2tQ| = Jenny went outside 
°Fcel& LtxtOl = Yuri went outside, too 


MILI = Jenny 
LIIECt = go outside, leave 
= cl = Yuri 


As you can see, & is used when one wants talk about the same quality or description about a 
different subject. 


When we want to talk about additive qualities and/or descriptions about the same subject, & ¢t is 
used. 


For example, 


“CAS SAI I| UC = David was a shepherd. 
“CAS Let S0|2Ct = David was also a king. 
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The two sentences above both describe a certain thing about the same subject, C}&!, and £¢t refers 
to the rest of the sentence rather than the subject. & et S0| 21 Ct describes a fact that David "was 
also a king." Therefore David was both a shepherd and king. 


& et is used to give an additive quality or description about the same subject. 
Here is one more example, 


eAILI= CHSt40/ Ct = Jenny is a college (university) student 
“ALE Let Sot AWS OIC = Jenny is also a music teacher 


Jenny is both a college student and music teacher. 


Note: In spoken Korean, 5 is usually used instead of et. 
eAILI= CHSt 240] OF = Jenny is a college (university) student 
“ALLE £ SSt AME Ol OF = Jenny is also a music teacher 
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Object Particle - = /2 


The object particle, S/S, is attached to an object which the verb describes. 


Here are example sentences: 
*L= chAS AQCt =I ate noodles [Literally, noodles © ate] 
otHS= SOIC} = read a book 
°-2c}5 OC = drank coke 
*TV S&S SC = watched TV 
“LS ILC = wore clothes 
°2S ARC = built a house 
oA\AS CLS2Ct = made a cake 


L}=] 

Ct = noodles 
OC! = eat 

4H = a book 
{Ct = read 
#ct = coke 
OFAIC} = drink 
Ct = see, watch 
Z = clothes 

2! Ct = wear 

# = house 

2! Ct = build 


H| 2! =a cake 
BtSCt} = make 


The usage difference between & and & is that & is used for nouns without a final consonant, and 
= for nouns with a final consonant for the pronunciation's sake. 

eAtAlS 4 iC = took a photo 

“LIPS AC = planted a tree 

o tet = ACt = bought some bread 

“XS BtCt = sold a car 

*2S 2‘ACt = crossed a river 

*CtcelS AlStCt = passed a bridge 

*S M/S Ct = did homework 


At&l = a photo 

X! Ct = take (a photo) 
Lt =a tree 

&} Ct = plant (verb) 
Wut — bread 

AtCt = buy 

Xt =a car 

Ct = sell 
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at =a river 

24L{ Ct = cross (verb, motion) 
Chel = bridge 

X\| LECH = pass (verb, motion) 
=5 M| = homework 

otCt = do 
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Time / Place Particle - ©|| 


Please refer to Korean Listening Exercise - Time/Place Particle | for the audio recording of the 
sentences found in this lesson. 


The Time/Place Particle, °l, is used for any words related to time and place. 


The Oll particle phrase is usually placed at the beginning of a sentence after a subject. 


“4 = Sam 
et= = Korea 
JC = go 
== = Jun-su 
5 & = May 
2Ct=come 
eS StS Ol 2ECt = Sam went to Korea [Sam, to Korea, went] 


i=] 
eet 5 SO SC = Jun-su came in May [Jun-su, in May, came] 


Note: 1 & is January, 2 2 is February and so on. 


You can also make long sentences like the following examples: 
°4 SAE 10S JtS0l St] Oil 2ECt = Sam went to Korea last year in October during the 
autumn season [Sam, last year, in October, in Autumn, to Korea, went] 
“=e 2000 4S HSH] S70 StCt = Jun-su came to Australia in summer 2000. [Jun- 
su, in 2000, in summer, to Australia, came] 


AV = last year 

10 3 = October 

J} = autumn 

2000 4 & = in the year 2000 
01S = summer 

== = Australia 


Note: | is used for words both with or without a final consonant. 
«St 1) Ol] = to school 
°4 =! Oil = to hospital 


Please note also that when Ol is used as a Place Particle, it is usually used with 'go' and 'come' to 
indicate a place to which you're going or coming, and Ol] functions like 'to' in English. For example, 
Sz Oll = to a park, S 4 0il = to Britain and S = 01l = to the airport. 


When you want to say you did something at a particular place 'for a certain period of time,' (| A] 


is used for that location or place. In this case, the function of 0i|AJ is similar to "in, at or on" in 
English. For example, 
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eS OIA S2Ct = played (had fun) at the park [At the park, (we) played (had fun)] 
eS 1A] AUC = stayed in Britain [In Britain, (I) stayed] 
*SSAOlM I|/CHSACt = waited at the airport [At the airport, (we) waited] 


Ct = play, have fun 
& = = Britain 
A LHC = stay 
S&S & = airport 


J|Ckel Ct = wait 


However, in the case of 'was', you can use Ol] instead of O{| M1 for some strange reason I do not 
know. The following two sentences mean exactly the same. 

A= Ol, 2121 Ct =1 was in Britain 

A=] 2121 Ct = 1 was in Britain 


But in the case of other verbs, Ol is not allowed. 
LSA = 9} f 
~S=2 Ol CHE 
Dato Ucpeic 


Here are a few more examples: 
°A| SO 2£Ct = went to a countryside 
eAlPIt SSO] BESCt =A friend of mine came (to visit me) to hospital 
°Z ll 2{21Ct = was home 
“HS OAL SLIS SAC = listen to a lecture at the university 
HEASSO| S0! S2!01l SCt =A lot of people came to the theme park 
OFA OA AlcelSS AC =I ate cereal in the morning [In the morning, I ate cereal] 
°F 2 AQ Hl] It LHSLCt = It started raining at 2 o'clock in the afternoon [Lit. The rain fell] 


A|& = countryside 
JC = go 

é|— =a friend 

& 2! = a hospital 


BtS = a visit 
2Ct=come 


t= © Ct = came to visit 

#@ = home, house 

QUCt = be 

CHSt = college, university 

2 2| =a lecture 

=Ct = listen, hear 

Ct =a lot, many 

= =a person 

SS = people (& is attached to a noun to make it plural) 
=0| S2! =a theme park 


betes 
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OF& = morning 

A|e| & = cereal 

AC = eat 

© = = afternoon, pm 

2 Al =2 o'clock (1 A] is 1 o'clock, 7 Al is 7 o'clock and so on) 
4] = rain 

LHe| Ct = fall down 
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Learn Korean Language: Pronouns 


Unlike English, pronouns are not essential for sentences to be grammatically correct in Korean 
language, and in many instances, the pronouns can be omitted from normal sentences all together. 


It is also important to notice that some pronouns (e.g. GA!, 1, 14) are much less frequently used 
than other pronouns in spoken Korean. 


For more information, please refer to the following links showing the list of most common 
pronouns used in Korean language. 


e Pronouns (I, You) - tt, Al, 1, BA! 
e Pronouns (He, She) - =, U4, 74, J= 
e Pronouns (He, She) - OH, AH, 7H 


e Pronouns (They) - 15, IHS, JES 
e Pronouns- This, It, That 
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Pronouns (I, You) - “t+, 4, 41, GA! 


In this lesson, we are going to learn about pronouns, especially, "I and You," then "He, She and 
They," and how their forms are changed depending on the degree of politeness. 


Let's start with "I": 
Informal form (“t, I) 


eL}=] 
*LIL= =1+ £ (Topic particle) 

¢(t (usually in spoken Korean) 
LHI} =1+ Z| (identifier particle) 
*L}> =1+ & (Additive particle) 
*LtS =1+ & (Object particle) 


¢'=t (usually in spoken Korean) 


+L] = my 


LH 21 = mine (written Korean) 
LH JH (usually in spoken Korean) 


Note: “+ becomes “1 when combined with 7| (Identifier particle) 


Polite form (Al, I) 


0X =] 
*M==1+ = (Topic particle) 


¢M (usually in spoken Korean) 


° Hl D+ =1+ 7 (identifier particle) 
*M& =1+ £ (Additive particle) 
XS =1+ BS (Object particle) 


¢# (usually in spoken Korean) 


°X| = my 


¢H| 24 = mine (written Korean) 
*H| JH (usually in spoken Korean) 


Now for "You": 
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Informal form (4, You) 


*L] = You 

*L1= = You + = (Topic particle) 
¢4 (usually in spoken Korean) 

| D1 = You + 7| (Identifier particle) (written Korean) 
¢L| J} (usually in spoken Korean) 

eL1& = You + & (Additive particle) 


°L:| 3 = You + & (Object particle) 


«2! (usually in spoken Korean) 


¢L| = your (written Korean) 
¢L| (usually in spoken Korean) 


¢L{| 24 = yours (written Korean) 
*L| JH (usually in spoken Korean) 


Polite form (S4!, You) 


ect Al = You 
Gt Al = = You + = (Topic particle) 
O| = You + O| (Identifier particle) 


[> 


II 


Ss Ss 
a ¢ 


+ & (Additive particle) 
+ = (Object particle) 


on of on onon 
[> 


[> 


no =f 


= yours (written Korean) 
GA! JH (usually in spoken Korean) 


Note: Just a word of caution, & 4! is very infrequently used when addressing someone in spoken 
Korean because it has a nuance of confrontation, and it can be offensive when used wrongly. 
Therefore I advise that you do not use G4! at all when speaking in Korean! 


In Korean, if you want address someone directly, it's more common to use their designated position 
or status in society, for example, “148 (teacher), ArA!'S (Head of any company), At2 St (Wife of 
any es aa man), Of MMI (middle-aged man), Of SUt (middle-aged woman), = Ott Al (elderly 
man), 20/LI (elderly woman) 


Note: Doctors are called 2| At 4444 (Doctor-teacher) or just 4144'S (teacher), and any person can 
be called 48S if you learned something from that person and even if someone is not your 
teacher, you may choose to call him/her 4! if you respect them, and don't have any other 
particular to name to call them. 
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However, please let me make this clear that it seems that 24! is more frequently used in songs and 
dramas, and &! in songs do not sound confrontational, and offensive at all. Actually they sound 
very endearing in some songs for some reason. But in dramas, & 4! can still be confrontational and 
offensive, and so it's more likely used in the scenes where characters have verbal arguments. 


You may also hear 1 4 when someone is addressed. 1 & is used in place of G4! (because GA! 
is avoided in spoken Korean as explained above). _] & literally means "that side." 1 4 is not used 
frequently at all. It's used between people who share a similar position or status in society, and have 
just met and are not sure how to address the other person. 


e.g. 


*PersonA: A& &+40| 2? (Have you had lunch?) 
*Person B: Of. OFA0|/ 2. JX22? (No, not yet, what about you?) 
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Pronouns (He, She) - 1, JA, 74H, J= 


This is the second part of "Pronouns" lesson. 


For the first part on "I_and You - Lf, A}, 4}, EA!") please click on the link. 


Before I start listing different forms of "He and She" I must say that they're very infrequently used 
in actual spoken Korean. 


In Korean, when people refer to someone, they mostly use a person's name, their position or status 
in society, or omit it altogether if people talking to each other already know who they're talking 
about. 


However, I include the following list for the sake of completeness. It is likely that the following are 
more frequently used in songs, dramas, and books. 


*Note: Among the pronouns listed below, one that is more frequently used in spoken Korean 
than others would be 7H which means "he or she" depending on the context. 


°7H is a very informal form of "he and she," and so, it is usually used among close friends, 
and when referring to other people of similar age in a close social network. 


*Therefore, 7H would probably never be used when referring to someone who is older or 
senior than you. 


*Even when you're referring to someone who is younger or junior than you, you would 
probably avoid using 7H if some degree of respect is expected for each other in a given 
conversation. Alternatively, you'd use that person's name, or use the full version of 7H, which 
is _) OFOI. 


*Note: 
7H = _) OFO| 
*7H is a contracted form of 10H which means "that guy/gal/boy/girl." 
°Ol is a contracted form of O10] which means "a child." 


Informal form (—, He) 
* =e 


°7H (usually in spoken Korean) 
°7H is a contracted form of 1 0H which means "that guy/gal/boy/girl" 


* J==He + = (Topic particle) 


°7H (usually in spoken Korean) 
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°_))+=He4 
« 1)>=He 
-_)== He 


7H is a contracted form of JH= 


+ 7| (Identifier particle) 


+ & (Additive particle) 


| & (Object particle) 


¢2! (usually in spoken Korean) 


¢_]°| = his 


24 is a contracted form of JHS 


°7H (usually in spoken Korean) 


¢_]°| 2 = his (written Korean) 
°JH JH (usually in spoken Korean) 


Informal form (1A, She) 


e_]l4 = She 


°7H (usually in spoken Korean) 


*7H is a contracted form of 1 0H which means "that guy/gal/boy/girl" 


¢ JI4= = She + = (Topic particle) 


¢74 (usually in spoken Korean) 


7H is a contracted form of JH= 


¢_) 47} = She + 7| (identifier particle) 


¢_]L{& = She + & (Additive particle) 


¢ Jl} 3 = She + & (Object particle) 


¢2! (usually in spoken Korean) 


24 is a contracted form of JHS 


el} 2] = her 
°7H (usually in spoken Korean) 


¢_JL{2| 2 = hers (written Korean) 
°JH JH (usually in spoken Korean) 
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Polite form (_) =, He/She) 


¢_]= = He/She 

¢_] = = He/She + = (Topic particle) 

¢_] =0| = He/She + O| (Identifier particle) 

¢_]=& = He/She + & (Additive particle) 
= = He/She + & (Object particle) 


° 12) = his/her 
¢_] = (2| is usually omitted in spoken Korean) 


°_]=°| 2 =his/hers (written Korean) 
¢_1= JH (usually in spoken Korean) 
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Pronouns (He, She) - OH, AH, 74 


Following the previous post, Pronouns (He, She) - 1, 1\4, 7H, J, we're going to learn more 


about the various ways in which "He and She" are used in spoken Korean. 


There are three basic ways to refer to someone (he or she), namely OH, AH and 7H. They are used ina 
similar way to Pronouns- This, It, That. 


¢ OH = He or She (This person) 
¢ AH = He or She (That person) 
¢ 7H =He or She (The person we're talking about who is not present here) 


OH, AH and 7H are the personal equivalents of 0/24, M21, 12 which are used to refer to "things or 
inanimate objects." 
Example sentences: 


° Sol: S Os, = OLtOl 


yo-min: Hey, Tom. This (person) is Anna. 


en 


° =: SPlOf OS. OFS OFLE, GELEAL BIOTA. 


* Tom: Hey Hyo-min, Hi Anna, nice to meet you. 


© &: AO) ASS Oil A= +O? 
¢ Tom: Who is that (person) in front of the university building over there? 


¢ SOl: Of, M= JO! OF. 


¢ Hyo-min: Well, that (person) is Sung-jun. 


¢ &: OF, Dela, 7H = SOlch? AAO AIELONAL 20] AS ASE OH. 
¢ Tom: Oh, right. And, who was that person (not present)? The guy we had a dinner together 
with in the city a while ago. 


Note: As has been explained in the previous post, 


OH, AH and 7H are very informal forms of "he and she," and so, it is usually used among close 
friends, and when referring to other people of similar age in a close social network. 


¢ Therefore, OH, AH and 7H would probably never be used when referring to someone who is 
older or senior than you. 


¢ Even when you're referring to someone who is younger or junior than you, you would 
probably avoid using OH, AH and 7H if some degree of respect is expected for each other in a 
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given conversation. Alternatively, you'd use that person's name, or use the full version of 74, 
which is _] OfOI. 
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Pronouns (They) - 13, 45, J=S 


As I have explained in the previous post, "He and She" are very infrequently used in spoken 
Korean. It is the same in the case of "They" as well. It is hardly ever used in normal conversations 
(except for JHS / JHUIS, the informal form of "They" which is more frequently used in informal 
spoken Korean) 


What we do instead is to refer to someone by their names, position or status in society or not just 
mentioning "He, She, or They" at all in conversations as long as the speakers having a conversation 
know who they're talking about. 


But for the sake of completeness, I include the various forms of "They" below. They're more likely 
to be used in songs, dramas and books with the exception of JH S / J4U|S which, as I said earlier, 
are used quite often in informal spoken Korean among close friends or people of similar age in a 
close social network. 


*Note: Essentially, JHS and JHUI|S are both used as "They" in informal spoken Korean, 
and are usually interchangeable. 


Informal form (13 / JU, They) 


25 / DUS =They 
HS / JHU S (usually in spoken Korean) 
¢_] 5 (when referring to a group of guys or a mixed-sex group) 
¢_](4 5 (when referring to a group of gals only) 


° 152 = They + & (Topic particle) 


eJHS2 / DHU|SE (usually in spoken Korean) 


*_) 50] = They + O| (Identifier particle) 
° JH S0! / JHU| SO! (usually in spoken Korean) 


¢ )S¢5 = They + £ (Additive particle) 


°JHSS / JHU|SS (usually in spoken Korean) 


¢_] S55 = They + S (Object particle) 
°JH SS / JHU| Sz (usually in spoken Korean) 


¢_] S°2| = Their 
°JHS / DHUlS (I is usually omitted in spoken Korean) 


¢_] 5°] 2 = Theirs (written Korean) 
© DHS JH / JHU|S 7H (usually in spoken Korean) 
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Polite form (1 =, They) 


° 15 = They 
* J=S2 = They + = (Topic particle) 
°_1= 30! = They + O| (Identifier particle) 
¢ J=SS = They + £ (Additive particle) 
° 1258 = They + & (Object particle) 
° 1) #52 = Their 
¢ = (QI is usually omitted in spoken Korean) 


Xx = Theirs (written Korean) 
¢_)=S HH (usually in spoken Korean) 
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This, It and That 


In this lesson, we learn about some of the most common and useful words, 'This, It and That.' 


°This = 0| 2 
t= 22 
*That = HA 


Example sentences 


[Informal written form] 
OAS AHOICt. = This is a pencil. 
IAS S2O0ICt. =It is a window. 
*HAS £0/Cl. = That is a flower. 


[Polite written form] 
°OIAS ABSLICt = This is a pencil. 
JAS SSAC. =It is a window. 
2!LI Ch. = That is a flower. 


Note: For more information on the formality and the written and spoken forms, please read Nouns - 
Present, Past. 


O| 24, M2 and 12 are mainly used in the written form. The equivalent spoken forms are 0| 21, 2 
2 and M2. 


Please note that 0/24, 224 and MH are actually contracted forms of O|IA&, HAL and 122. 
O/AE- Oa 
WH7e-,9H 
“HA a: Aa a 


Here are the sentences in the spoken form. 


[Informal dee form] 
°O| 21 GAO! OF. 
eId Azelf. 
ei 24 20] OF. 


[Polite ete form] 
Old SABO L. 
Ja S=z0ldg. 
“HA S02. 


"Here, there and over there" are used in similar ways to "This, it and that". 
*Here = 04 7| 
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There (it) = 71 7| 
*Over there = MH | 


Alternatively, (A bit more formal) 
*Here = 0|X (Lit. This place) 
*There (it) = 1 (Lit. That place (it) ) 
*Over there = MX (Lit. That place over there) 


Example sentences 
°0O| R= HACIA L? = Where is this place? (Where are we?) 
°0| R= ASOlOlL. = This place is Seoul (We're in Seoul.) 


eH FOL? = What is that place over there? 
eIRE ANSAIAOlOL. = That place (It) is a Seoul City Council. 


*M I= O1Cl Ol 2? = Where is that over there? 
*HIl= SHO! 0 2. = That is Namdaemun (shopping center). 
eJelv QI ALS Zs} s] 20] OG. = And this place is Sejong Cultural Center. 


04 |= is also usually contracted to 012! for the pronunciation's sake. 
HIE Adz! 
HIE Hd! 
“HIE > Az! 


Similarly, 0], 2 and A] are used with 4 to make the following words to denote a certain direction. 
°0|4 = This direction 
¢_) % = That direction (it) 
¢%& = That direction 


Example sentences 
0/42 AAOIOlL. = This way is (to) the living room. 
e142 wetCtOlQ. = That way (It) is (to) to the verandah. 
“HS S702. = That way is (to) the exit. 


44 [Sam]: 49] StSA OC] 2101 2? [Where is the toilet here?] 

eG XI [Minji]: Skee AAA! 2012. (The toilet is that way.) 

M4 [Sam]: MAS OAC] 2101 2? [What about a bookstore? (Lit. Where is a bookstore?)] 
el] [Minji]: 4S = Ol SO] 2601 &. [The bookstore is this way. ] 


O|, — and 4% are used with nouns to mean 'this, it and that’ respectively. 
°0| Lt = This tree 
¢_] & = That house (It) 
¢X{ &t = That mountain 


°0| Atat 9t2!01 2 = This apple is delicious 
oH Ato} S 9'Q!0| 2 = That apple is delicious, too. 


°0/ SAAS YAO] FS & = This restaurant is famous for Bibimbap. (Lit. This 
restaurant, Bimbimbap is famous.) 
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“HH LSE 63 2S 010| L = That building is the 63 building. (The landmark building in 
Seoul) 


Note: 

Bibimbap - is a popular Korean dish. The word literally means "mixed meal." Bibimbap is served as 
a bowl of warm white rice topped with Lt}, namul (sautéed and seasoned vegetables) and 1 ==2, 
gochujang (chili pepper paste). A raw or fried egg and sliced meat (usually beef) are common 


additions. The ingredients are stirred together thoroughly just before eating. It can be served either 
cold or hot.[1] 


Reference: [1] Wikipedia: Bibimbap, http://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibimbap 
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Nouns - Present, Past 


Nouns [S At] 


In this lesson, we're going to learn how to say a word in present and past tenses plus how to use the 
same expression in polite forms. 


Present and Past Tenses 


Each table below show how to say 'an apple' and 'a pencil' in four different ways. The table is 
divided into present and past tenses, and positive and negative forms. Also, the first table shows the 
written form of Korean and the second table shows the spoken form. 


°The written form is used in literature such as books, newspapers and any form of writing 
that is not 'conversational.' The written form, in essence, is literary, factual and declarative. It 
is rarely used in normal everyday conversations. However, the news on TV uses this written 
form of Korean. It is also used in public speeches. The reason is probably due to the fact that 
the news and public announcements or speeches are usually all declarative and/or factual. 


*The spoken form is the usual way in which people speak and have a conversation. It is 
used in all types of spoken Korean such as normal conversations, dramas, and movies, with 
the possible exceptions of news, documentaries and other factual, formal types of programs 
on TV and radio. 


Informal Present Past 
Written 
Form 
Positive At DCH 
AH 0|Ct 
Negative At aft 
AHO] 


Informal Present Past 
Spoken 
Form 


Positive At DOE 
O41 Z!0] 0 
Negative tDH7 b) OFLI OF At DKF 
#I(O|) OFLI OF AB (Ol 
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eAtDtOt OFLICt = is not an apple 
°At JS Ct = was an apple 
eAt JOE OFLI 24Ct = was not an apple 


°O1 2 0] OF = is a pencil 

° 4 21(0]) OFLI OF = is not a pencil 
e120] 2101 = was a pencil 

°O42(0]) OFL| 2.01 = was not a pencil 


Note: The verb ending, Ct, is used for nouns without a final consonant, and 0|Ct for nouns with a 
final consonant. Likewise, in the spoken form, Of is used for nouns without final consonant and O| 
Of for nouns with a final consonant. Therefore: 

© At EC 

O12! 0/Ct 

© At Jt OF 

004 2! 0] Of 


Note: In spoken Korean, the particles are usually omitted. In the above example, 7|/0| are in 
brackets to show that they are usually left out. 


For more information on the 7|/0| particle, please read Particles - =, 7f. 


Polite Form 


Each table below shows the polite form of the respective written and spoken forms we've looked at 
above which were in the informal form. 


Polite Present 
Written 


Positive 


Note: To change the informal form to the polite form, the following rules apply: 


In the case of the present tense, 
eAt DCH > At DFS} LICH = Ct (or O| Ct in the case of nouns with a final consonant, e.g. 1 2) 
is taken off and replaced by SLI Ct 
eA DOE OFLICE — AbJtot OFS LICH = OFLIC is changed to Of LI Ct 


In the case of the past tense, Ct is changed to SLICt. 
AF DES CE ADP SLI Ct 
eAF DOE OFLISECE — AFD OFLIRLESLI Ct 
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Polite Present Past 
Spoken 
Form 


Positive ADO ADIOS 
ais ALXOSMAL 

LDH 7H OFLISO12 

H(Ol) OLLI BA 


At 
aah, 0 at pel 


Note: To change the informal form to the polite form, the following rules apply: 


In the case of the present tense: 
At DbOF — At DO] 2 = OF changes to | 2(or 0] & in the case of nouns with a final 
consonant, e.g. C1 2) 
eAt Dt OFLIOF > At Dt OFLI Ol 2 = OF changes to OH] 2 


In the case of the past tense, & is attached at the end. 
eAt DESO] > Ari 2 
eAF it OFLISLO1 > Ata OFLIRLO1 2 


Here are some example sentences in the written form. 
eI} HICH =is a shop 
oJ EOI Ct = is a bag 


1)| SC = was beef 
oA1 AYE! O| O1Ct = was a teacher 


°20| OFLICt = is not a flower 
est OFLI SEC} = was not a port 
°SS0| OFLI2QtCt = was not an animal 


Try translating the following sentences in the spoken form. What do they mean? 
°A| Hl OF 
°2J 0] 0F 
*H] BI/2A01 
eAFS 01 2101 
35 (0l) OFLI OF 
°221(0|) OFLIRLOF 
Sf 9|(7F) OFLI RL 


Answers: 
eis a cClock/watch 
*is a house 
*was a pigeon 
*was a person 
*is not a cloud 
*was not a building 
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*was not chicken (meat) 


Now try rewrite the English sentences above in the polite spoken form of Korean, and pronounce 
them one by one. 


At this point, I'd recommend that you get hold of someone who is Korean to teach you the correct 
pronunciation of each sentence, but I think many of you would not have that kind of luxury. So 
alternatively, as imperfect as it may be, I'd recommend the Google Translate's ‘Listen! feature. It 
allows you to listen to the pronunciation of the words you put in. 


*Google Translate 


For those of you who would like to know how to type in Korean, please refer to this post 'How to 
type in Korean.' 
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Nouns - Nominalising 


A is attached descriptive forms of verbs an adjectives to nominalise them, i.e. make them nouns. 


Ct — oe (Descriptive I 
= +H = ote 2 = something that you do 


ot + Zi — St 2 = something that you did 


eFC} > = (Descriptive) 


*2+ HA = 2 4 = something that is big / large 


Nominalised Verbs (Descriptive I) 


*ol= 2 = something that you do / that does 

*Jt= x = something that goes 

*P= 4 = something that comes 

A= 4 = something that you eat (food) 

= something that you drink 
something that you read 

aetae that you listen 

= something that speaks / you talk about 

something that you watch 

something that you write / use 

= something that you make 


J 


Lu 


If 


=a 
1 
Le 


e e e 
Wo >Y 


ro = HE we nin 40 


FIP py py FIP yy yy 


SY 


IN TIP PIP St rr 6 


Nominalised Verbs (Descriptive IT) 


eet 2! = something that you did 

e2t 24 = something that went 

*= 2 = something that came 

¢o1= 2 = something that you ate 
*OtA! 21 = something that you drank 


Nominalised Adjectives (Descriptive) 


= 2 = something that is many (in quantity) 
e412 2 = something that is small (in quantity) 
e= ~ = something that is big / large 

¢4}= 2 = something that is small 

etd = 21 = something that is spacious 

*S= A = something that is cramped 

*=2 2 = something that is high 
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t= 4 = something that is low 
°ttt= 2! = something that is fast 
eI 2 = something that is slow 
¢2! 2! = something that is long 


°43 = 21 = something that is short 


Note: However, in spoken Korean 2 is pronounced 1. 


G5, 


*ot= J1 = something that you do 
¢2! + = something that is long 


Also, attach OF to 71 to make it informal spoken form, or 0{|& make it a polite spoken form. 


= = things that we do 
= things that are long 


in +y 


Example sentences 


°0| LES0| Ita ttk= 710] V = This laptop is the one that is the fastest. 


°0| JHAISA SSeS Ct OLA! 0B = These bottles of fruit juice are all what we drank 
from already. 


0) SAYS OS AE IQ] VQ? = Are these food something that we eat today as well? 
(=Are we going to eat these food today as well?) 


“Als El4| SE AGL? =Is TV something you're watching now? (= Are you watching TV 
now?) 


°0| SDS Ct Al HHChOWA, SES ASO! Ol & = These fish are all what I caught at the 
sea yesterday. 
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Nouns - Nominalising Verbs 


In this lesson, we're going to learn how to nominalise a verb, which means converting a verb to a 
noun. 


First, take Ct off the plain form of a verb, and then attach 7| to it. (For a list of verbs in the plain 
from, please refer to Verbs - Present/Past) 


The following is a list of some of the verbs which have been converted to nouns. 


°ACt— H)| =reading 
eMC} > MJ] = = writing 
-=Ct > =) | = listening 
«2otCt — Sot! = speaking 
*otCt > otJ| = doing 

°JECt — JtD| = going 
*OCt— 2) = coming 
°SCt— ©) = watching 


HC} 4)| = eating 
eOFAICE > OFAI2| = drinking 
eAtCt — AtJ| = sleeping 
e2Ct— 2)| = walking 
eSclC} > Sel| = running 
eAFCH > AfJ| = buying 
e2Ct— | = selling 
eAICt > is J| = standing 
*SCt — | = sitting 
=o | = living 
3C}— 3 )| = dying 


Example Sentences 


QE a +2 2SO0I|Ct = Walking is an exercise that (we) can do easily 

*Lh= AY ofJ/S SOtetCh =I like shopping (Lit. I like doing shopping) 

estLt= O}O/ATS HI|S ZOteStCt = Hannah likes eating an icecream 

eH] SES Sw DIE ABAl SCt=It's not easy going to school in a rainy day 
“HOES Odsal CD Scl0lnS SIS HRC = Jane wanted 'selling' an old CD player 


4 = shopping 
oe = like 
tL} = Hannah (Also a Korean female name) 
0|A3AS = icecream 
= rain (noun) 
or = come 
=a day 


it LO FS 1h oth ie 
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H| Q= & =arainy day (Lit. a rain-coming day) (For more information, refer to Verbs - 
Descriptive I) 

Sti =a school 

2 Ct = easy 

+| = = easy (Adjectives - Descriptive) 

=S = exercise 

Xl 2! = Jane 

PecHSlCt=old 

CD Scll0|01 =a CD player 

= ofCt = want (Please refer to Verbs - Want to learn how to form 'want to do') 


Here are some more example sentences using nominalized verbs. 


eAbI|2t BIS YAILIA 2) J] 2 Cf. = Buying and selling are the business's basis. 


H| AlL| A = business 
J| 2 = basis, foundation 


NSS SHON ZI MSS! Sch SIS SOPRKCt. = Ji-young liked walking in the 
park and listening to birds singing. 


Al S = Ji-young (A female name) 
S 2 =a park 

2 Ct = walk 

Aq = a bird 

‘ch =a song 

=Ct = listen, hear 


SOS WS OW SD], M7], SI, PoWl= SPS HL SLOtCt. = When we leam a 
foreign language, reading, writing, listening and speaking are all very important. 


|= 01 =a foreign language 

HH? Ct = learn 

4H (LH = When we learn (To learn how to use ‘when’, please read Conjunctions - When) 
O==all 

OHS = very 

3 & otCt = important 
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Nouns - Numbers and Counting 


There are two ways of pronouncing numbers in Korean. These are: 


*Sino-Korean numerals - 2!, O|, Af, ... 
*Native Korean numerals - otLt, &, “, ... 


The Sino-Korean numerals are used for dates, minutes and prices. 
The native Korean numerals are used for counting, age and hours. 


Sino-Korean Numerals [Dates, Minutes and Prices] 
The key to memorizing the pronunciations of the Sino-Korean numerals is to learn from 1(2) to 


10(4), and use these ten numbers as building blocks to learn the rest of the numbers. Here is a list 
of the first ten numbers: 


1] = 2! 
*2= 0] 
3-4 
04 = At 
5 =2 
6=5 
7-4 
3-8 
=F 
“10-4 


From 11 to 19, what you need to do is say 10(#) first and say the ones' number. 
For example, 


ell=10+134+8-a2 
12=10+2> 4+ 0]=A0] 
913=10+3 58+ A4= a4 
17=10+7-8+4=-d8 
19=10+9 4+ 7=8F 


From 20 and onward, it works in the same way. But in addition, 20, 30, ..., 90 are pronounced in the 
following way: 


°20 = O| + J = O|A! (Lit. two-ten) 
30=45+ A = AY (Lit three-ten) 
S0=2+H=248 
80=-8+N=88 
9=T+H=TA 
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Additionally, 


°21= 018+ S = OINS (Lit. two-ten one) 
22 = OJA + O] = ONO! 
32=AA/ + 0/=AA0l 
45=AAl+ 2=AMAS 
§7= C81 8=2884 
89=HA+7=847 


100 is #4, and 200 is 0|¥4 which literally means 'two-hundred.' Then how do you say 300 as a Sino- 
Korean numeral? Yes, it's Af24 (Lit. three-hundred) 


100 = 44 

7101 = #e 
105 = HHO 
°127= “Ola! 
°200 = 0| #4 
219 = O| AIA 
0324 = AEH OL AL At 
508 = Qua 
°731 = MAAS 


1000 is &, then 2000 is? Yes, it's 0| 4. Then how do you say 3283 in a Sino-Korean way? It's A'& 
O| LAS. [Lit. three-thousand two-hundred eight-ten three] 


*1000= 4 

1001=a2 
°1035=aSee 
©2427 = OJAAFHOIAA 
°8492 = BAAS AO 


What is 10000? It's Gt. It is not A}! (or ten-thousand). 20000 is 0] 2t, 30000 is Af2t and so on. 


*10000 = 2 

*10002 = 2t0| 

°10034 = SEAFAI At 

©20673 = O| DHS BY AAI At 
ut 


OF Abd ZPBH AF AIO] 


Now 100000 is &J 2! and 200000 is O| 4! 8!. At this point, it'd help you understand the naming 
system of these numbers if you think them in terms of their number of zeros. Here is what I mean: 


10000 is Zt 


10,0000 is & Gt 
°100,0000 is 24 Ct 
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°1000,0000 is Bt 
*1,0000,0000 is 4 (NOT BERS 
°10,0000,0000 is 83 
*100,0000,0000 is 242 
*1000,0000,0000 is 4&3 
°1,0000,0000,0000 is 2 


You can see that numbers obtain a new name every time they get additional 4 zeros. This is different 
to English where the name of numbers change after every additional 3 zeros. For example, 
‘thousand’, 'million' and 'billion'. 


However, when we write numbers, we follow the international standard in that the comma is placed 
after every threes. The examples above where the comma is placed after every 4 zeros are for the 
purpose of easier understanding only. Therefore: 


-2!= 10,000 
°4J 2+ = 100,000 (NOT 46,6000) 
445 = 1,000,000 (NOT 400,6090) 


Let's revise what we've learned above: 


= a2 


712= 01 
13= aa 
£20 = O14! 
*25= 0|AJ2 
30=a 
°40 = ArA! 
50= 24 
56= ONS 
70 = 2A 
80 = BA 
100 = 44 
101 = HS 
107= Wal 


°200 = 0/84 

°202 = 0| #40] 

9537 = QHAA 2 [500 730+7 > CH+AA+ A= CHAN A] 
*1000= 4 

°2000 = O| a! 

°2500 = OJ 2B 

10000 = DE 


10500 = BFP #4 [10000 + 500 > BE+ 2 BH = BFE BH] 
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£53847 = COLA EHH ALA] 2! [50000 + 3000 + 800+ 40+ 7 —> 2Ot+ Atal + BEEH + A} 
K run 2] 


The following are the examples of how the Sino-Korean numerals are used for dates, minutes and 
prices. 


[Date] 


The order in which the date is written is reversed in Korean. A day of nS wees comes first, then a 
month and then a year. [a year = ‘4, a month = &, a day of the week = 


Notice how the Sino-Korean numerals are used in pronouncing dates. 
°28 Jan 2010 > 2010 4H 13 2 2-0/4 Se olage 
17/10/2011 — 2011/10/17 = 2011 4 104 17H -OIAH SH AIS Sag 


Note: 10 & is not & A, but rather A| B. This exception is due : the awkwardness of pronouncing 
&! ZB, which is quite cumbersome to pronounce. Therefore 10 & is A| B for the pronunciation's 
sake. 


[Minutes] 

The Sino-Korean numerals are also used for 'minutes' but not for "hours'. The native Korean 
numerals which are used for pronouncing the number of ‘hours' are explained below in the second 
section of this post. 


[an hour, o'clock = Al, a minute(s) = #, am = 2A, pm = 2S] 
99:38 am > OA OAl 38 B= CA OSA AMS 
°6:19 pm > SOS 6Al 19 B= C8SAAA VPE 

[Prices] 


The Korean currency is called 'won.' Its symbol is '¥', and it's pronounced @. 


°4¥ 12,800 — 12,800 2! = Qt 


Ola ary el 
°39,130 > 39,130 A =AAPAHAdal 


Native Korean numerals [Counting, Age and Hours] 
The basic numbering system of the native Korean numerals is the same as that of the Sino-Korean 


numerals. However, in addition to one to ten, there is a need to learn the special pronunciations of 
tens, i.e. 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80 and 90. 
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From 100, the pronunciation is the same as the Sino-Korean numerals we've looked at above. 
[hundred (100) = #4, thousand (1000) = , ten thousand (10000) = 24] 


*1 = otUt 
2=s 
Bee | 
4='h 

5 = Ct 

6 = HA 

7= 234 

-S= HR 
9=0/S 
10=4 
*11=2 atl 
12=8s 
13=A4 A 
17=-S32s8 
20=AS 
21=A=S ol} 
22=ASs 
°23=AS 4 
30= N= 
40 = Dt= 
50 = 4! 
55 = 41 C/A 
60= Hx 
70= 2s 
75 = 225 C4[70+15 > 2B+OAW= 24) 
80 = HE 
°90 = O}= 
°100 = HH 


$189 = 2H GE OS [100+ 80+9 > H+ HE+ OS = BOHEOS] 


Below are the examples of how the native Korean numerals are used in counting, age and hours. 


[Counting] 


The native Korean numerals are used for counting, e.g. the number of people in a class, the number 
of cars in a car park, the numbers of apples on an apple tree, the numbers of pencils or pens on a 


desk, etc. 


°1,2,3,4,5...= orLt, &, WW, A, C4, ... 


When counting, we use distinctive identifier words called counters. Each kind of object (or person 
for that matter) has their own counter to distinguish them from other kinds. This counter system is a 


56 


bit like the system found in English, i.e. 3 cups of juice, 5 glasses of water. However, the Korean 
counting system extends to every object. 


For example, 


ethree cups of juice = =A AY 
*five glasses of water = S C}Ai At 
*six people = OAS (AS) 

*five cars = At CLAtCH 

*three apples = At Ut AI7H 

*two pencils = AH FAS 

*four books = 24 Y|# 

*ten roses = B2O| SSO! 


Listed below are some of the most common counters used in counting. 


-3 = people 

*Otcl = animals 

°C = cars 

°71 = objects (this is very widely used for any inanimate objects) 
Xt = = long, lean objects 

«_]= = trees 

*30| = flowers 


°2t = paper 
*H = books 
et = age 
*3S = floor [The Sino-Korean numerals are used for counting the number of floors, i.e. the 


first floor = 23, the second floor = 0/3, and the eighth floor = #S 


Please also note that StL} becomes ¢t, and the final consonant of each of =, “!, G! and A& is 
omitted when they are attached to counters. For example, 

°(=) St@t =a glass of water (NOT 6+L}4+) 

*(S0|) =& = two pieces of paper (NOT SS) 

(A! 2) AlZ ell = three pairs of shoes (NOT 424+) 

(At&t) Ul S = four people (NOT 4S) 

o(LtO|) AS4 = twenty (years of age) (NOT 2=4) 


The counters work in a similar way to some of the counter words in English, e.g. @ is similar to 
'pieces' and BC is similar to ‘pairs’. 


[Age] 
As we've looked at above, the counter, 45, is attached to years of age. For example: 


At 
= 


at 


el = 
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2 = SA 


+3 = MAL 

“4 = Lt 

05 = CHALAL 
7=2oe 
“10=24 
“11 = SS 
12-854 
+13 = SAIAL 
17=gaBe 
20= AGA 
24=AzS US 
32= M2 Sat 
*58= 41 OLGA 


[Hours] 


The native Korean numerals are also used for ‘hours' but not for 'minutes' which use the Sino- 
Korean numerals. 


°10:25 am > OA 110A 25H = OA SAI OA LS 
°7:30 pm > 2S 7Al 30 Z= 2S SBA AYZ or CFS SSA! Ft (BF means 'a half’) 


Al = 3 months 
L/S = 4 months 
*Ct4tS = 5 months 
©0441 S| = 6 months 
©2142 =7 months 
°(04 Sd S = 8 months 
°*OtSS =9 months 
¢23S = 10 months 


Example sentence 


2S Sor st DZ CLI D2 ZS bts 
eae en for 2 soe. 


II 


I went to school for 2 months and had a 
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Adjectives - Present, Past 


SS At [Adjectives] 


We're going to look at adjectives in this post. First of all, please have a look at the two tables below, 
which are similar to the way the 'nouns' were presented in the previous post, Nouns - Present, Past. 


As I've mentioned before in Nouns - Present, Past, there are two primary forms in which Korean is 
used, the written and spoken forms. 


*The written form is used in literature such as books, newspapers and any form of writing 
that is not 'conversational.' The written form, in essence, is literary, factual and declarative. It 
is rarely used in normal everyday conversations. However, the news on TV uses this written 
form of Korean. It is also used in public speeches. The reason is probably due to the fact that 
the news and public announcements or speeches are usually all declarative and/or factual. 


*The spoken form is the usual way in which people speak and have a conversation. It is used 
in all types of spoken Korean such as normal conversations, dramas, and movies, with the 
possible exceptions of news, documentaries and other factual, formal types of programs on 
TV and radio. 


Please also note that there are two ways of expressing negatives, for example, Ct means 'good' 
and tSC} means 'many'’, and they can be expressed in the negative form in the following two ways: 


1. Take Ct off the present tense of an adjective, and attach X| 2Ct (or Al Ot for the spoken 
form). 


The Written Form 
*21| Ct =not good 
et Al @Ct = not many 


The Spoken Form 
*Z2X| 0t = not good 
ot Al & Ot = not many 


2. Attach 2! to the present tense of an adjective. 


The Written Form 
°Ot Ct = not good 
eOttCt = not many 


The Spoken Form 


°OtZ0t = not good 
Ot Ot = not many 


59 


Below are the two tables showing the informal written and spoken forms of the adjective, tt} = Ct. 
(Please read Adjectives - Polite for polite forms) 


Please note that the words in bold indicate which of the two negatives are more common in each 
form, i.e. td}= Al BCH is more commonly used than 2! ttt=Ct in the written form whereas Qt & 
| is more commonly used than ttt= XI & Ot in the spoken form. 


Informal Present 
Written 


w20 


i 


Informal Present Past 
Spoken 
Form 


Positive elas mrt O 


Negative | tth=X) QO} tut = Al 
et Bel as 


Here are the meanings of the different forms of an adjective, tt} = Ct. 


° iit = Ct = fast 

ottt= Al QECH/OF ttt =Ct = not fast 

ott tt = was/were fast 

ott = A] BFQECH/Ot “4 St Ct = was/were not fast 
eM Cl = fast 

ott= Al BFOt/Ot Bet = not fast 

o tt 01 = was/were fast 

ott = Al BFQEOY/Ot “4 StO1 = was/were not fast 


The List of Common Adjectives 


ee 


60 


J 
20 


Sal iz 
cramped acs fara 


= 


EG 
Q 
52) 50 
2 


1 
<i 


Zz 


so 
ised essa 


$0 | $0 
2 


Al 
al 


Jat 
ol 
J 


le 
3M | $@ | got 
pz fase Face! 


IF 


oO 

x40 | oy 
1 
IP 


: 


4| SIC} 4 


TAO 


SO 
qty 
Oi 


Difficult 


om) 


Interesting — | THOISICE | AHOIRLOY | AHI QESECH | THON SE RLOF 
| 


M&A 01 


o 


aia 
C(t} Se ou =e 


oli 


; 
HR 
3aH 
|} O 

on 
0 | HR 


#0 yin 
fh 


; 


> 


f 


Ol | 0»! 


Cre| 
H 


=a 


JH 
oli 
Ma 
ns 


= 


Ub 
1H 

[> | 32! 
a 
) 
rn 

I> | 32 


om 
|> 
> 
oe 
= 
Q 
oe 


or 


OW 
rh 
Oli 
OW 
rt 
oli 
OW 
Na 
3a 
a 
OW 
a 
eu 


The following are the rules for the conjugation of adjectives: 
IT) Present (Written) — Past (Written) 


1. For adjectives whose last character contain a final consonant, add tf or 21. 
°2t for the vowels, | and 
°2i for the vowels, 1, 17, —and | 


E.g. 
“SECtL— SFQECt = was thin 
°=Ct— HRC = was high 
Ct AIC = was small (quantity) 
*ACt > AAC = was thick 
JItSUt > JFS2Ct = was thin 


*AHOIRICt MOI 22 Ct = was interesting/fun 
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Note: The rules 2 to 6 override the rule 1. 


2. For adjectives whose last character is St, it changes to 3. 


E.g. 
eZtotCt — 2 ekCt = was kind 
eCtSeokCt — USE SkCt = was warm 
eA| 2! oft > Al 2 Sk Ct = was cool 
eAID| OFC} > AII/ SiC = was amazing 
eHaAorOh — Hast = was wonderful 


3. For adjectives whose last character contain 4 as a final consonant, take it off and add @LCt. 
(Except for SC} which changes to S2tCh) 


E.g. 
“OLSECt > OFSC AC = was beautiful 
eCACt—> © HAC = was hot (tangible) 
eAt2Ct — AtItSLCt = was cold (tangible) 


XI 


*SCt— =X = was cold (feeling) 


4. For adjectives whose last character contain no final consonant and the vowel, —, take it off 
and add 4,4. 


E.g. 
*FCt— ZC} = was big 
“Ql #2Ct  O Ct = was pretty 


However, when the vowel before the last character is |, then |, can be used instead. 
OLECt > OFXECH/OFSECt = was sick (illness) 
eLEHUCE — LERECH/LEYtCt = was bad 


Also, in the case of = as the last character, =, % is used. 
ttt=Ct> “& SCt = was fast 


5. For adjectives whose last character contain the vowel, | , take it off and add 4, . 


E.g. 
--2lCt > LSC = was slow 
“SMC SAALCt = was handsome/good-looking 
sRAIICtH— RARCH = was ugly 
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6. For adjectives whose ae character Sout + as a vowel and & 


change to H and 4, i.e. St changes to 3 
E.g. 
HSC > SAK = was red 
e+ StCt—s & Ct = was yellow 
eUbSCt— UtSiCt = was blue 


ID) Present (Written) — Present (Spoken) 


First of all, take [| off adjectives and then: 


as a final consonant, they 


1. For adjectives whose last character contain a final consonant, add O} or 1. 


°O| for the vowels, | and + 
°0| for the vowels, 1, T, —and | 


E.g. 
eG ee ae = small (size) 
*=Ct— =O0t =high 
-ACh x {4 = = small (quantity) 
°C > FAO = thick 
ItSCt > I}SO = thin 


*AHOIRLCt AHO] 2LO1 = interesting/fun 


2. For adjectives whose last character is S|, it changes to oH. 


E.g. 
°X|SotCt > Al SoH = boring 
eA| 2 otCt — Al 2! OH = cool 
*SJAotCt — GA = humble 
eAlD| OFC} > A! D/O = amazing 


3. For adjectives whose last character contain © as a final consonant, take it off and add $4. 


(Except for SC} which changes to S2Ch) 


E.g. 
*SC} > 9 =cold (feeling) 


-HSCt—> HAS = difficult 
CAC £7 FI =hot (tangible) 


“ASASC— ASA SI = lovely 
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4. For adjectives whose last character contain — as a vowel and no final consonant, change — 
to |. (Exceptions, tt}=Ct which changes to “ct, and 4H 4) Ct to HH) Ut) 


E.g. 
eICt— H = big/large 
Ql 22Ct — Ott = pretty 


However, when the vowel before the last character is |, then — can be changed to | instead. 
°OF={Ct — OF Ut/O-IH = sick (illness) 
eLESUCt — Li tut/Lt bt] = bad 


5. For adjectives whose last character contain | as a vowel and no final consonant, change | 
to 4. 


E.g. 
e-clCh— “ey = slow 
eS MI|Ct — SMA = handsome/good-looking 
eEMIICtL > RAA = ugly 


6. For adjectives whose last character contains | as a vowel and © asa final consonant, | is 
changed to 1, and @ is taken off. (i.e. SC} is changed to Ol!) 


E.g. 
eH2C} > BI =red 
+ SCt— Leh = yellow 
eUtStCt — Itch = blue 


IIT) Past (Written) — Past (Spoken) 
Simply change Ct to 1. 


*2Ct > 201 = was big/large 

*=2Ct > SLO = was high 

eh ACH > & 01 = was slow 

oP AtCt — B20 = was red 

e(tSeSkCt — USES Ol = was warm (both tangibility and feeling) 
CHSC £9120 = was hot (tangible) 
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Adjectives - Polite [Present, Past] 


Polite Form 


In the previous post, Adjectives - Present, Past, we learned to distinguish between 
the written and spoken forms of Korean. In addition to it, we're going to further distinguish 
between the polite and informal forms in Korean. 


What are the difference between the informal and polite forms? 


*Informal - Generally speaking, the informal form is used among people of the same age or 
to people who are younger by older people. It is also used by people who are closely related 
such as such family members and relatives. People who are close friends would use this 
form depending on the familiarity and acceptability. 


*Polite - The polite form is used when speaking to people who are older than you or of a 
higher rank than you such as in the company, army and other institutions. However, people 
generally use the polite form in many social settings regardless of one's age. Initially, it 
would be best to stick to the polite form when learning Korean, as this would be the 
predominant form of speaking to people in many social environments. However, if you 
attend school or other similar institutions where you'd make friends and the environment is 
more casual, it might be more appropriate to use the informal form. 


Below are the two tables showing the polite form of the written and spoken forms of Korean. Please 
note that the words in bold indicate which of the two negatives are more common in each form, i.e. 
tut = A] GESLIC is more commonly used than 2+ tt}SLICt in the written form whereas Ot “et 

2 is more commonly used than th} =X] @£0 in the spoken form. 


Polite Present Past 
Written 
Form 


tHHSLIC} | SESUCH 


Negative f2Al SSlict 
“a Hit S LI Ct 


Polite Present Past 
Spoken 
Form 


exo 


Negative | tth=Al FOr2k 
Of th OoLO (ns 
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Conjugations rules 

I) Informal written form — Polite written form (Present tense) 

First of all, take C} off adjectives, and then: 

1. For adjectives whose final character has no final consonant, add © LIC}. 
E.g. 


-ICt— SLICl = big/large 
eAICH > SILICt = strong 


ott}=Ct — wSLI Ct = fast 
eL-elCh} > LeSliCt=slow 


eZ OlC} > SEStLi Ct = kind 
(tSeotCt > UtSStL| Ct = warm (touch, feeling) 
eAl 2! OFC} > A| 2 SLI Ct = cool (touch, feeling) 


2. For adjectives whose final character has a final consonant, attach SLICt. 


E.g. 
Ct > ASLICt = small (size) 
‘Ct > ESLIC = many 
Ct 4 SLICt = small (quantity) 


Al ~ 


-aCt— ASLC =easy 


“HSC ASS LiCt = difficult 
CAC XASLiCl = hot (touch) 
*MSCt > MSSLICt=new 


ID) Informal written — Polite written (Past tense) 
Take Ct off the past tense of adjectives, and then attach SLICt. 


E.g. 
*ACt— ASLICt = was big/large 
eT QtCt > A QtSLICt = was small (size) 
| + BRSLICt = was good 
Pst > SSSlLiCt = was fast 
| LASLIC = was slow 


an 


eT ACt > +1 ASLICt = was easy 


"HAS AAPSLIC = was difficult 

CHAC > £4 ASLIC = was hot (touch) 

*XtJKACt— ALIS SLICt = was cold (touch) 
i i 


“M&Sct— MSASLiCt = was new 
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I} Informal — Polite (Spoken) 


Attach ©& at the end of the adjectives of all forms. 


E.g. 
“0+ —> $012 =high 
eOt=O} > Ot =0l2 = not high 
S201 — S201 2 = was high 
Oh 2t01 > Ct Qt01 2 = was not high 
° Ot > BOS = many 
eOtHtOt > CfBtOLS = not many 
E201 — E20] 2 = were many 
oO QtO]  OBEtO1 & = were not many 


°H| > H& = big/large 

°OtF| — PtH} & = not big/large 

"201 > 2101 2 = was big/large 

eOtZ10] > OtZ101 & = was not big/large 


For help with the pronunciations of these adjectives in various forms, please use the 'listen' feature 
on Google Translate. 
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Adjectives - Descriptive Form 


In the previous posts, Adjectives - Present, Past and Adjectives - Polite [Present, Past], we learned 
that adjectives in Korean function like verbs in that they can be conjugated into present and past 


tenses, and various other forms. 


However, when describing nouns using adjectives placed in front of them, for example, 'a beautiful 
bird’, the adjectives must be conjugated to the descriptive form. 


E.g. 
“OLfSSCt > OLSCtHE [A plain form — A descriptive form] 
-OSC= M =a beautiful bird 


The Table of Common Adjectives and Their Descriptive Forms 


Written Form 
High =Ct 
smite [RG RE 
Spacious bd Ct we | 
ne 
(quantity) 

fz 

a 
t 

O121C} Ole 
nee 

i 
a 
BIBI 
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te 
ld | 10 


QO} OM) eG | Ja) rw | ac 
M0 | Flo | ro 


bi 
0} 10 


ly 
rou} of 


rin 


IP 
(u 


r 


9 
x0 
rir 


MJ 


; 


rt 


isl 
2 
; 
ila 
O 
+> 
H0 | 0= 


[——| 


0 


z0 


0 


= 
0 


0 | yA 
fo 


(4 
rol 


a 


Wonderful 


a 


Na 
Ol 
a 
OW 
tp 
(a 


= 
om 
|> 
ay 
o) 
= 
oe 
|> 
iss 
0 


| 


Ol 


N 
a 
rU 


an 
nee 
am 
Ir 
ry 


Conjugations rules 
First of all, take Ct off adjectives and then: 


1. Attach = to any adjectives of one character with a final consonant. 
(Note: The next rules override this rule.) 


E.g. 
“ZC YE = many 
“Ze AtSS — many people 
eAtCH = AS = small 
eAt be 
XI 


Lt AHO] — a small dwarf 
(e) 


7 
1 


1 


e 
fu 
Cc 


Ir go go 
hom foe foo 


on | 
1 flo = flo 
Il 
=a 
ga 
=e 


EK HIE 
I yr | og 


2. Attach & to any adjectives whose final character is 2! and i. 


E.g. 


Oyo 


ote 
fr O 


+2 »o 
x0 30 


O70 FPO 
et eae 
02 | 

toll 


> 

QU= = handsome/good-looking 
a good-looking car 

MO| l= = interesting/fun 

| — a fun movie 


° 
> 
aon 
= 
¢ 


*AHO|SiCt > AO] t= = not interesting (boring) 
*MOlS&= &ctUt =a boring drama (soap opera) 
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Note: The meaning of 2Ct is 'to exist’, and its opposite is &{Ct which means 'to not exist’. 
Therefore, the adjectives which have a stem of Ct can also be used with Si Ct. 


E.g. 
eQtOlCt > Ot SiC [tasty/delicious — not tasty/delicious] 
“H2ICt—> HStCt [handsome/good-looking — not handsome/good-looking (ugly)] 
*MOl2ICt — AHO] StCt [interesting/fun — not interesting/fun (boring)] 


3. For adjectives whose final character has a final consonant of either = or <, replace them 
with L. 


E.g. 
*2Ct— 2! =long 
e272! A — a long pencil 
Ct = sweet (taste) 


ro po 
a 
| 


AS a! — sweet chocolate 


Ss — 
eS Zt Atdt — a red apple 
“FSC Let = yellow 
eet SA =a yellow umbrella 


4. For adjectives who final character has a final consonant, 4, take it off and attach = to 
them. 


E.g. 
°C — A= =easy 
¢+| = =A — an easy problem/question 
“OfSEC — OSCE = beautiful 
-OlSCt=S 2 — a beautiful flower 
eAt2Ct — AtIt=E = cold (tangible) 
eXtIt= UtS =a cold floor 
eCACt—> HE = hot (tangible) 
eC 2 FU = hot coffee 

*Exception: 
*SCt— SE = narrow, small, cramped (space) (NOT =) 
*SE LSA =a small/cramped playground 


5. For adjectives whose last character does not have a final consonant, just attach “ to it. 


E.g. 
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eARICto WA! = nice/cool 
eHAl @ Tt a nice/cool hat 
e2ECt > OE = pretty 
°Q/ + — pretty shoes 
etH-= Ct 5 the= = fast 
ottit= AtSAt — a fast car 
e- eit} > Lel = slow 


eel 5&4 _, a slow speed 


ee 
=2 — £2 = good 
et 


2 At a good man 


Please note, however, that the descriptive form is usually used in writings, as in written Korean. 


In spoken Korean, it is more natural to say ‘beautiful flowers' as '20| OL SCtS|G' rather than 'OlS 
Ch2 £0] 0|2.' (For more on the 'spoken form,' please read Adjectives - Present, Past) 


E.g. 

O| OFSCtS| V = The flowers are beautiful. 
tJ} XA 2 = The car is good-looking. 

| +19] & = The question is easy. 


Also, in spoken Korean, the particles are often omitted except for the S/S particle. 


*25 OLSCtS & = The flowers are beautiful. 
*XtSAt A & = The car is good-looking. 
°= Al +19] = The question is easy. 


Again, in casual conversations, these sentences would more naturally flow by using 'H.' 
OSeul2 


“AER 8 a AUIS 
| SUl2 


4 Ye 


Flo 


The difference between '= A AS] 2' and'= A 2 UI Q' is that '4 Ul" is less blunt than '>| | 2" 
which sounds more factual and generalised. 


ez M| Ul & = (see that) The problem/question is easy. 
°= Al +1 S| & = The problem/question is easy. 


¢3t0| $3 l{|& = (I see that) The room is spacious/large. 
¢St0| 5301 2 = The room is spacious/large. (It can sound quite blunt and just factual.) 
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Adjectives - Connective Form 


This lesson is about the connective form of adjectives. This form is used to list several adjectives in 
a sequence, and to connect one sentence to another. 


The conjugation rule for the connective form is easy. 
Take Ct off adjectives and then attach +! to them. 


Low x 
sl 


Small (quantity) AIC} 
Kind 


ra 


°} OW 
KJ 


KI 


| 
po 
5 
<< 
| 
Oh 


JH 
KJ 


Jat 
oll 
KJ 


Mu 
KJ 


Quiet 


poring «dR 


ay ——*i@ 


> 
= 


a 
<o 


Ct 
Ct 


> 
== 


y 
= 
50 
Ks] 


my | +N 
ol 


HI 
a 
KI] EJ 


ny | iu 


E 
(1 |} oll 
E 


k 


qv 
O 


HI 
- = | a Ol —_— | ae ae 
MO 


140 | yp 


Oli 


(| © 


Homers IE SC*di 
a 


ow 
ON | O | 10 | dR 


ow 
Pal 
a} on 


oO 
Ol | 0 


—_— | oy oe] 


m 
= 


ro EI] EL] ES 


a) 


>10 
= 
n 


fo 
= 
o>} 0 
30 
[2 

ang eo 


all 
Us 


Wal 
Mie. 
Ol 
KJ 


al 
J 
Oli 
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Humble —=«d 


Lovey «(BAB 


The connective form of adjectives is used in two situations: 


°To list adjectives in a sequence 
°To connect one sentence to another 


1. To list adjectives in a sequence 


If I was to say 'kind, beautiful and humble' in Korean, the adjectives must be changed to their 
connective forms except the last adjective of a sentence which determines its tense. 


E.g. 


eZtOHCt > Sota) = kind 
~OlfS8C — OSE L = beautiful 
e24ZotCt = humble 


“Atoll OfSY AzotCt — kind, beautiful and humble 
“Aol OfSEYD SAARC — was kind, beautiful and humble 


Alternatively, 
OSE StAoty SkCt — was beautiful, humble and kind 
-Adeotw Solty OLSCtSCt — was humble, kind and beautiful 


As you can see, the last adjective determines the tense of a sentence. 


2. To connect one sentence to another. 
The connective form of adjectives is also used to connect sentences. 
°Scl= ol & = Yuri is kind 


OLE O0SOS & = Mina is beautiful 
eAlIS= Gol GS =Jinsu is humble 


Fcele Hoty, OLE OS, ASE SAN. 
= Yuri is kind, Mihaa is beautiful and Jinsu is AmBIe 


e CHC] = S242 = Andy is humorous/funny 
Vase AZo = Franklin is quiet 


*HALIHE SSH = Jessica is outgoing 
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OCLE LI|D, BASSAS ZS, MALE SSUL 


Oo oa) 


= Andy is humorous/funny, Franklin is quiet, and Jessica is outgoing. 


e A| 2 otC} =A soft drink is cool 
= X8C =Tea is hot 
a Ct = Grapes are sweet 


SeAE ABST, HE CAD, BSE SC 


= A soft drink is cool, tea is hot, and grapes are sweet. 
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Verbs - Present, Past 
SAt [Verbs] 
Now, we come to learn, possibly, the most important subject of all Korean grammar, the 'verbs.' 


I have drawn up tables below to display various conjugations of verbs. But first of all, we need to 
pay attention to a distinct feature in Korean verbs, namely, the plain form. 


The plain form is the most basic form of verbs, from which all the other conjugations of verbs are 
derived and produced. 


However, the plain form is almost never used in both written and spoken Korean. The only instance 
where the plain form is used is when verbs are listed in the dictionary. Therefore, it is necessary to 
know the plain form if you'd like to know the meaning of certain verbs and find them in the 
dictionary. 


Examples of the plain form of verbs 


¢ otCt=do 
¢ AC}=eat 
¢ JtCt= go 
° Selct 


Informal Plain Present Past 
Written 
Form 


Negative; & aaa = Fi CI 
ot HEC 


Informal Plain Present Past 
Spoken 
Form 


Note: The wore in bold indicate which of the two negatives are more commonly used in each case, 
ic. HX] BEC is more commonly used than Qt 4 =Ct in the written form, and Qt 4401 is more 
commonly used than 4 Al @O} in the spoken form. 


15 


A Table of Commonly Used Verbs 


ee a 
[rin [resent [Past [Present [rast 
: 


+ 
A 


(10 
to 


\s 


ua 


Ea 


t 
Stand ACE [ech 


eC Ct Ux 


x 

O 

2 

fal: 
>a 


s 


Oo 
iS 
52 


i 

(=) 42 

OY Ar 

O 

oz | 52 

se 
f 
gz 
Q 


ne 


THO} Of 
— mM 
fet Met Kt st 


qe 
wy 
qe 


Wie 
se 
m 
z0 


o| = 


ig 


> | ln 
lr 
a 


a 
SH 
lr 
a 
SHH 
x0 
<2 


SM | 
[= 
i 
> 
= 
iS 


Conjugations Rules 
I) Plain — Present (Written) 


1. For verbs whose last character has a final consonant, replace C} with =Ct. 


E.g. 
© AC, HEC = eat 
¢ AtitS S=Ct = eat an apple 
© 20> Ae = walk 
© ASS Z=ECt=A human walks 
« QC > BI=Ct = believe 
© UE AAS 2=Cl =I believe Jesus 
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2. For verbs whose last character has no final consonant, replace [| with — Ct. 


E.g. 
° SAC SAC =sleep 
* AS MSe2 SACt = Now birds sleep (= At the moment, the birds are sleeping) 


¢ JC 2'Ck=go 
© BOE StiS 2tCt= Mina goes to school 
© SCt— =Ct = watch/look/see 


Smeal 
© Sec At HS =Ct = Hyun-ju often looks outside 


3. For verbs whose last character has = as a final consonant, replace it with _. 


E.g. 
° #2Ct— PC =sell 
¢ 0] JAS DSS HCl = This shop sells fruit 


« ACH AC =live 
© NSPE AIA AC = Ji-u lives here 


¢ G@Ct— SICt=push 
© ASAS CICt= push a car 


If) Plain — Past (Written) 
First of all, take Ct off a verb, and then: 


1. For verbs whose last character has no final consonant, attach as a final consonant. 
(exception: For the vowel, T, attach 2Ct.) 


E.g. 
¢ DEC 7E+ « Ch = 2ECt = went 
© AtCt: AF + « Ct = *tCt = bought 
© ACh: Al + « Ct = *ICt = stood 
¢ AtCh: Ab+ « Ch= SC} = slept 
¢ AtetCt: Act + « Ch= APStCt = grew 


Exception: 
- Sh + UCh= FAC = put 
© Ct: ++ QCt= =2Ct = give 


- dtCt— #Ct=did (NOT 4) 


Note: The following rules override the rule 1. 


U7 


2. For verbs whose last character has a final consonant, add 2% or 2. 


* For vowels, | and —, add tf. 
° For vowels, 1, 7, — and | , add 2. 


E.g. 
e Ch: b+ OtCt= StCt = flew 
© ACH A+ QCh= A2tCt = lived 
© SC: B+ 2Ct= SCt = played (had fun) 
© ACh H+ SCth= ARC = ate 
© SC: 3+ 2Ct= S2Ct =died 
° SC: 8+ 2UC= SAC = lifted up 
© GC B+ WCth= SCt = pushed 


3. For verbs whose last character has | as a vowel, and no final consonant, change | to 4 
and attach as the final consonant. 


E.g. 

I: el- Sa SaCt=ran 

}: Bel = Boal — 2AC = borrowed 
© OVJIC: 0191 — 0122 — 01220 = won 

|: AAl = GS — ARC = threw 

t: CEL] — Chhdt — CHSC = attended 


4, For verbs whose last character has —- as a vowel and no consonant, change — to ++ and 
attach as the final consonant. 


E.g. 
© OC SCt=came 
© SCH SC} = saw/looked/watched 


5. For verbs whose last character has — as a vowel, replace it with 4 and then attach as 
the final consonant. 


E.g. 
© 20: 2-2 AC = grew 
© MC}: MA  — Ct = wrote 
= 


© EC & — &— AC = sprouted 
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Irregular form 


E.g. 


IIT) Plain — Present (Spoken) 


1. For verbs whose last character has a vowel, | or 4 and no final consonant, just drop Ct} 
off. 


E.g. 
© JHC Jb= go 
« ACt— Al = stand 
¢ AtCt— At = buy 
¢ AtetCt > Ate = grow 


Exception: S| changes to ol. 


E.g. 
¢ otCt— oh =do 
¢ 2otCt > ol = want 
¢ —=otCt > 7 OH = save (a life) 


2. For verbs whose last character has a vowel, — or T and no final consonant: 
* changes to ++ 
* T changes to 7 


— 2+t=come 

— t= see/watch/look 

— 5 = place (something) on, leave (something as it is) 
— 4 = give 


ACh 2A =lend 


Bs, 
CI 
CI 
Et 


w= +4 4N HI bo 


3. For verbs whose last character is =, drop it off and then attach a final consonant, =, to the 
character preceding =, and then attach 7} or (| to them. 


¢ ct for verbs whose character preceding = has a vowel, | or —. 
¢ <{ for verbs whose character preceding = has a vowel, 1, T or |. 


E.g. 
° JF2Ct—> Bct = divide 
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° NEC — Sct=cut 
© Set Sct =climb 


© HEC > 2d = filter, sift 

© ASSCt—> ASd = hurry 

© PECt> 2d =roll 

© HENEC — IL£2dc = go cross 


(Also, for verbs which have a last consonant of —, replace it with + .) 
« ACH MM = write 
¢ JICt— JH = extinguish (a fire) 
e CC} — = float 


4. For verbs whose last character has | as a vowel and no final consonant, change | to 4. 


E.g. 
¢ XICt}— XH =lose 
© O|IICt > O|>4 = win 
© AXICt—> GHA = throw 


5. For verbs whose last character has a final consonant, attach: 


¢ O| for characters whose vowel is | or — 
¢ 0 for characters whose vowelis 1, 1, —or |. 


E.g. 

« ACh 40} =live 

° £Ct— HOt =sell 

* @Ct— Bf0t = sit 

* =SCt— 30t = play (have fun) 
¢ FCs 40 = eat 

- SC 301 = bite 

° alt— 50l =age 

© SCt— S01 =read 


Irregular form 
° =U} — 350 = listen/hear 


IV) Past (Written) — Past (Spoken) 
Simply change Ct to 1. 
extCt > 2£01 = went 
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“Ct — 01 = came 
“Sach SAO =ran 
HAC > AMO =ate 

° Obst Ct — Ob = drank 
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Verbs - Polite [Present, Past] 
Polite Form 


This lesson is about the polite form of verbs, in addition to the informal form which we learned in 
the previous lesson. Let's go over again the differences between the informal and polite forms. 


*Informal - Generally speaking, the informal form is used among people of the same age or 
to people who are younger by older people. It is also used by people who are closely related 
such as such family members and relatives. People who are close friends would use this 
form depending on the familiarity and acceptability. 


*Polite - The polite form is used when speaking to people who are older than you or of a 
higher rank than you such as in the company, army and other institutions. However, people 
generally use the polite form in many social settings regardless of one's age. Initially, it 
would be best to stick to the polite form when learning Korean, as this would be the 
predominant form of speaking to people in many social environments. However, if you 
attend school or other similar institutions where you'd make friends and the environment is 
more casual, it might be more appropriate to use the informal form. 


Note: The words in bold indicate which of the two negatives are more commonly used in each case, 
ie. 4X) SSLICt is more commonly used than Ot 4 SLICt in the written form, and Ct 4012 is 
more commonly used than 4 A] 20} in the spoken form. 


Polite Present Past 
Written 
Form 


o SLICh HASLIC 


Negative | FAI SSLiCt AA SRSliCt 
et SSlict OF SASL 


Polite Present Past 
Spoken 


O| 


Conjugation Rules 


I) Informal Plain — Polite Present (Written) 
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First of all, take C} off the plain form of verbs, and then: 
1. For verbs whose final character has no final consonant, add © L|Ct. 


E.g. 
eotCt > Boats do 
JICH > BLICH= go 
*OCt— SLIC} =come 
eMC} > SLICt = write 
*PotCt — SSLiCt = speak 
eHFcKC > HFELI Ct = hope 
eAtckCt — ARS LIC = grow 


2. For verbs whose final character has a final consonant, add SLICt. 
E.g. 


eH 
"20 


| ASLIC=eat 

t> 2SLiC = walk 
Cl> E2SLIC = listen 
Ch 
I 


— SSLICt=read 


oOlx> 


aC — 2SLIC = wear 


Note: The rule 3 overrides the rule 2. 


3. For verbs whose last character has = as a final consonant, change it to 4 and add L|Ct. 


E.g. 
eSCt— SLiCt =live 
°3SCt— SLICl = play (have fun) 
e2SCt— SLICt= know 
*SCt > BLIC= fly 
*2Ct— YLICt=hang (up) 
e2tCt > BLIC = roll (up) 
e2Ct—> BLICt=push 


ID Informal Past — Polite Past (Written) 


Take Ct off the informal past form of verbs, and then add SLC}. 

eQiCt > QSLiCt = did 

extCt > 2tSLICt = went 

“Ct > SSLICt =came 

eStCt > SSLiCt = watched 

eHACt > AMSLICt = ate 

“SHC SASUC=ran 

oD Ct > BltSLiCt = met 
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IID) Informal — Polite (Spoken) 


Just add © to the informal spoken forms. 


°ol > oh =do 

eJt > JI = go 

°Ot > St =come 

eOtol] — Otol 2 = not do 
eOFbt — OFSt@ = not watch 
eOtAt > OFALS = not buy 
eOt At > CtAt& = not sleep 


eH > AMHL =ate 

22H — 2AOHL = walked 
OF“L+ & = met 

OF et O1 2 = didn't do 
Or2tO1 @ = didn't go 

OFS! 8101 @ = didn't eat 
CFE! O01 @ = didn't borrow 


ro 
oF 
S 
1 


WE JD eU yok 
sso Ol 
aS | 
1 


[O fo fo fo 


A brief revision of the differences between the written and spoken forms 


*The written form is used in literature such as books, newspapers and any form of writing 
that is not 'conversational.' The written form, in essence, is literary, factual and declarative. It 
is rarely used in normal everyday conversations. However, the news on TV uses this written 
form of Korean. It is also used in public speeches. The reason is probably due to the fact that 
the news and public announcements or speeches are usually all declarative and/or factual. 


*The spoken form is the usual way in which people speak and have a conversation. It is used 
in all types of spoken Korean such as normal conversations, dramas, and movies, with the 
possible exceptions of news, documentaries and other factual, formal types of programs on 
TV and radio. 
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Verbs - Future [Will| 


We're going to learn how to form a future tense of verbs in this lesson. 


Please have a look at the table below. 


Written st 71 Ct ole ES S ACH 
Form 


Note: The bold letters indicate which of the two alternatives in the negative form is more 
commonly used in each of the written and spoken forms, i.e.: 


eolAl 2S IC is more commonly used than ft S 71 Ct in written Korean. 


¢Ot SF 210f is more commonly used than ofA] 2S 710t in spoken Korean. 


Conjugation rules 
First of all, take Ct} off the plain form of verbs and then: 
1D Will 


1. For verbs whose final character has no final consonant, attach = 7|C} to them. 


E.g. 
*otLt > = {Ct = will do 
“JICh— 2B FAC = will go 
°-OCl > S C= will come 
eOFLECt > Ofet {Ct = will meet 
eXtctC} > AAS II Ct = will grow 


2. For verbs whose final character has a final consonant, attach = 7|C} to them. 


E.g. 
HAC} HS C= will eat 
“OO > BS AC = will sit 
SIC} = SIS IC} = will read 
Sts 2S 7 et 
SO Ss AC 


= will wear 
= will catch 


Note: The rule 3 overrides the rule 2. 
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3. For verbs whose final character has = as a final consonant, just attach 7|Ct to them. 


E.g. 
e2Ct—> BAC =will push 
“LICH LHIC = will fly 
eC} —> BAC = will live 


Irregular form 
-=Ct— S8 {Ct = will listen 


ID) Won't 


Simply attach 1] 2S iC to verbs. 


E.g. 

eotCt > ofA] FS AC = won't do 
eJtCt > JEAl BS JICt = won't go 
-OCh> OX ES ACt= won't come 
eALCH > ALAL FS J1Ct = won't buy 
eH AX) ES IC = won't eat 
“SC SAI FS ACt = won't wear 
“Ct SAl FS ACt = won't sit 
“2Ct— AA) BS ACt= won't push 


Example sentences 


°A oll S 71 OF? = Will you go home? 

eAtch= +S & {0 = Sarah will swim 

“ChE SclSt OlZ 710f = David will beat Goliath 

ott BEOTAL D/EF & 210' =I will play the guitar in my room 


ZS HSH] SO 2 710 = John will enter the museum 


#1 = home 

Z = John 

S01 'Ct = enter 

J| Et = guitar 

Al Ct = play (the instrument) 
Ate} = Sarah 


+2 =swim 
CS! = David 
#cl&' = Goliath 


Question Form 


Raise the tone of your voice at the last syllable to turn it into a question form. 
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°—) & 710? = Will you do(play) soccer? 
ot MM 2 D4 OF? = Will you go(leave) already? 

os! S 210? = Will you wash? (Will you take a shower?/Will you take a bath?) 
*S3 2! S J 0f? = Will you watch the Olympics? 
2 


est i) Ot Zt D10F? = Won't you go to school? 
eS A Of HS DOF? = Won't you have lunch? 
Ol 


°Q| 44 Of 21S 1 0F? = Won't you read this book? 


Polite Form 
Let's briefly go over the differences between the informal and polite forms again. 


While the informal form in the examples above is used by people who are of the same age and/or 
close, or when older people are talking to younger people in informal situations, the polite form is 
commonly used by younger people addressing older people, and in any formal situations. 


Polite Will do Won't do 
Written 
—_ 


2 Sabilt oAl 2S AUC 
ors Ch 


fe gL 


Polite Will do Won't do 
Spoken 
AGES AAR 
Ot S HON 


Note: The bold letters indicate which of the two alternatives in the negative form is more 
commonly used in each of the written and spoken forms, i.e.: 


eolAl BS BLICt is more commonly used than 2t & ALICt in written Korean. 
eOt St 71 0|& is more commonly used than of Al &S 71041 in spoken Korean. 


Conjugations rules 
I) Informal — Polite (Written) 
Simply change 7{C} to SLIC. 


E.g. 
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ost HOt & ALIC=will do 
ef ACH 2 ALICt=will go 
HS ACO HS AUC =will eat 


SOFAIA BS AC — OLAIAl 2S SLICt = won't drink 
eSclAl 2S AG Sclal SS AUC =won' run 


ID) Informal — Polite (Spoken) 


Simply change Of to 0/2. 


E.g. 


$ HOF & 241012 = will do 

F10§ = S AGL = will come 

2 HA0F> SAZ AGL = will enter (go in) 
= 70k > Of S 7410/2 = won't see/watch 
Seat 210k — Of SS AAS = won't run 


ot 


© ro qin alo 
2 


f 


, 


Example sentences 


2 Ol 2 71012? = Will you go home? 

eAtche +S & 210] 2. = Sarah will swim. 

“ChE Sclot 01S AGL. = David will beat Goliath. 

SE HS2Ol SA2 AA. = John will enter the museum. 

“HE AAA JIE S 3210/2. =1 will play the guitar in the living room. 


oA! S 71] 2? = Will you wash? (Will you take a shower?/Will you take a bath?) 
oy 2 2104/2? = Will you go(leave) already? 

° =) St D4 0/2? = Will you do(play) soccer? 

*2 528 S 20/2? = Will you watch the World Cup? 


esti) Ot 2b 210] 2? = Won't you go to school? 
Al OF HS 74012? = Won't you have lunch? 
°0| 44 Ot 3S 71]? = Won't you read this book? 
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Verbs - Contiunous 


Continuous Form [~. 2lCt] 


In this lesson, we'll learn about the 'continuous' form. It would be similar to the '-ing" form in 
English. 


Informal Plain Form Present Continuous 
Written 


Note: The bold letters indicate which of the two alternatives in the negative form is more 
commonly used in the written form, i.e.: 
*otAl Ct is more commonly used than 2! otCt in written Korean. 


Informal Past Continuous 
Written 
Form 


Conjugation Rules 


Take Ct off the plain form of verbs, and then add 1) 2/(2i)Ct for their positive form and X| & 
1) Qi(21)Et for their negative form. 


E.g. 
eMC} M1) QICt = is writing 
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“SSS OSHA SWSAS UAW LC = Bo-young is serving school meals to 
children. 


Ch 21 QC = was listening 
AIALS 2D QiCt = Paul was listening to a Tim Keller's message. 


oXtCt > ALA Bad LIRLCt = was not sleeping 
OLE ARAL Ba) QIRICt = The baby was not sleeping 


eAICt > Ala) QU2LCt = was standing 
S32 SeHe HAA SASHA AS A QC = The English guardsman was 
standing continuously in front of the Buckingham Palace. 


Spoken Form 


Informal Present Past Continuous 
Continuous 


oO 


Negative RA 
SOT 


is not doing 


zO 
Il 2 
(9 
Ol 
El 
¢O 
2 
ll 


2 $O HO FO 
Elo Ele 


g 
RARLOA/OF ofa) QL VLO1 = was not doing 


The conjugation rule is the same as the written form except [| at the end of sentences changes 
to O1. 


°Aaj Aa) 201 =I am eating lunch 

*SclOt= Ot Sela 2101 = Julia is not running 

ASE AS Sct} 201 = Hyun-woo is climbing a mountain. 

SE IA SSO AO ASS AHS 1 V0 = Min-ju is making a fruit salad and fried 
salmon 


OME DS&A I} Of SAOl a LRO = Since a while ago, the hedgehog was not 
moving. 


90 


Polite Form 


While the informal form in the examples above is used by people who are of the same age and/or 
close, or when older people are talking to younger people in informal situations, the polite form is 
commonly used by younger people addressing older people, and in any formal situations. 


Polite Present Continuous Past Continuous 
Written 


oD USUC St UMSUC 
12) 


Negative Al FD WSL UNS 
Gr ASUC 


*ot a) USLIC = is doing 

eolAl Ba QUSLICH/Ot of RISLICt = is not doing 

sot QASLICt = was doing 

eolAl ED VQASLICHV/C! of WASLICt = was not doing 


Polite 
Spoken 


ud Bb 


et 2101 & = is doing 

eotAl Bad 2101 S/O ofa) QL01& = is not doing 

eot) 212101 & = was doing 

eotAl Ba WMO 2/t of UBM & = was not doing 


Conjugation rules 
I) Informal — Polite (Written) 


Simply [| at the end of the informal written 'continuous' forms changes to SLI Ct 
ota) QICt > ofa) QISLIC = is doing 
eJta) QUE} > Jha) QSLICt = is going 
°P 7) ACh OA) VASLIC = is coming 
e272) 20h 2H) QUSLC = is walking 
StS 1) QICt > CtS1) QSLICt = is making 


ID) Informal — Polite (Spoken) 
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Simply add ©& at the end of the sentences of the informal 'continuous' spoken form. 


*Aoale Sa Ita) 2L01& = Ji-hye is going to school 
[e-| 


=) ta) 
Ate +S ot VOL = Young-su is swimming 


*AROlS Sot Bi) Q210| 2 = Chul-min was watching a movie. 
Ase AS AIA AAO 2201S = Jung-su was in the living room until a short while 


, ae 


ago. 


10 SASHA HAS SA SO OSS Ot AD 2201 & = Until about 10 minutes ago, 


uu co 


there was no one standing in front of the Buckingham Palace. 
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Verbs - Connective 


Connective Form [ot] 


This lesson is about the connective form which is primarily used in two ways: 


1. To list verbs. 


2. To link one sentence to the next. 


We'll have a look at these functions of the connective form in detail below. 


Table of Common Verbs and Their Connective Forms 


KJ 


Ne 
El) el) 2 
ue 
KJ 


ne! 
KJ 


KJ 


a 
a 


| 
4H | EJ 


we | fu 
ry 
KJ 


F 


[= 


nH | we 
cy @ 
4H 
a 


[= 


Ayo} olala 
hin | 82 
Ky] e)) | 


Nz 
a 
> 
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Conjugation rule 


Take Ct off the plain form of verbs, and then attach 4! to them. 
eotLt > ot) 
eJtE} > Jhal 


The connective form of verbs is used: 
1. To list verbs. 


2. To link one sentence to the next. 
1. To list verbs. 


For example, if I wanted to say "I get up, eat and go.", the verb stems are changed to their 
connective forms except the last verb which determines the tense of a sentence. 


eVOLtCt > BOLD 


HC}, AD 


e2OLta) 4) IEC = get up, eat and go 
eQ!0{L} 1) 4) 2tCt = got up, ate and went 
JOH 4 2 ACt=will get up, eat and go 


In each instance, the last verb determines the tense of a sentence. 


2. To link one sentence to the next. 


The example below shows how three sentences can be linked together using the connective form of 
verbs. 


*Scle SwWOll JQ. (Yuri goes to school) 
“ASS HOA SO. (Jinsu plays outside) 
eO/LHE 24 $1012. (Mina reads a book) 


Sele Sw Jha, ASE HOA Sy, OIE 4 HA. 
= Yuri goes to school, Jinsu plays outside and Mina reads. 


However, the verbs in each sentence can be conjugated into different tenses. 
*Scle Sw Oll 26012. = Yuri went to school 


“Ale HOA S012. = Jinsu will play outside 
eO/Lh= 24 $1012. = Mina reads (or Mina is reading) 
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Sale SwWal eta, ASE HOA SAD, OLE 4 AAR. 
= Yuri went to school, Jinsu will play puide and Mina is reading. 


Example sentences 


E.g. 


*I heard and spoke = 2) BskCt 


*I studied, revised and taught = Solty, SSoty, JkAACt 
*l washed and ate dinner. = LI= *!) HES AIC 


°01| FSAAS DAD WAS Ata BO. = This shop sells and buys fruit and 
vegetables. 

Alps UL), G40! SV, SAS 42ROHR. =I met my friend, had fun and ate lunch 
together. 


eH Dt Qa) =O] 2a) HFSO] Si) HOWE A & =It's raining and snowing, the wind is 
blowing aad the lightning strikes. 
“CLIZETVS SU, et2 Oss MSD Wa, SAS OFA! Aha) VO V. = Daniel is 


watching TV, Suzanne is making breakfast and Samson is still in bed. 
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Verbs - Can 


A~ 
A~ 


= TR 


Written f= QC 
ZS StCt 


Note: = = &tCt and & = SL2ICt is more commnly used than & StCt and K BAC in written 
Korean. Similarly, © ol] and & 3401 is more commonly used than 2 == S01 and & = S201 in 
spoken Korean. 


Conjugation rules 
<Written Form> 
First of all, take [| off the plain form of verbs. 


1. For verbs whose last character has no final consonant, attach = = 2!Ct to them, and for 


verbs whose last character has = as a final consonant, attach == 2/C} to them. 


E.g. 
eottt — & + QCt=can do 
JIE} > & + QCt=can go 
*SCl> S&S = VCt=can see 
AIC > B = QC =can sleep 
eOFAICE > OFS == QIC} = can drink 
*ScelC}> 2S = WCt=can run 
*SU > S + QCt=can play 
AICTE — & = QICt =can live 
esCt— S = Qt =can fly 
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2. For verbs whose last character has a final consonant, attach S => Q/Ct to them. 


E.g. 
AC} > HS = QICt=can eat 
“SC BS + QCt = can wear 
“Ct SS = QCt=can sit 
“SO FS = QWCt=can catch 


Irregular forms 
=U SS 


404-25 


QUCt (can hear) 
QUCt (can walk) 


<Spoken Form> 


Add = in front of the spoken form of positive verbs to express ‘can't do' and ‘couldn't do.' 


E.g. 
°oH — & ol =can't do 
°?} > S 2t=can't come 
oS} — S Ht =can't see 
*Jt > S It = can't go 
°*S01 > & SQ = can't hear 
“HAO{ = 2 AO = can't eat 
°2t01 > & 201 = couldn't go 


HOMO > FAVA =couldn't eat 


Example Sentences 


S & = OIC} =A lark can fly in the sky. 
= PPS SB += VCt= Solomon can solve a difficult riddle. 
S20] S02 = SC. =A pet cannot enter the museum. 


=I can play the guitar. 
“22 WSS RAO =John can't eat seafood. 
eAFCHE OFLA) Sti Ol] S 2fO1 = Because Sarah was sick, she couldn't go to school. 


X| Et = cheetah 
“| = fast, quickly 
3S M = lark 

SC = fly 

$2 = = Solomon 
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O11 & = difficult 
== = JH = riddle 
= Ct = solve 
OhetSS =a pet 
Bt= Lt = museum 
= 01 JtCt = enter 
J| Et = guitar 
Al Ct = play (the instrument) 
= John 
OH = = seafood 
Atct = Sarah 
OFC = sick 


Polite Form 
While the informal form in the examples above is used by people who are of the same age and/or 


close, or when older people are talking to younger people in informal situations, the polite form is 
commonly used by younger people addressing older people, and in any formal situations. 


a wale 


Note: The ones in bold characters are more commonly used alternative of the two in each box. 


Conjugation rules 
1. Informal — Polite (Written) 


Replace [| with SLICt. 


ost + QVC 2 + AUSLICt=can do 

2-20 2 + USLIC=can go 

e+ aC SS = RSLICt = can speak 

24+ 080 S + WQASLIC =could come 
AHA + UWI SHA + AWASLICt =could stand 
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2. Informal — Polite (Spoken) 


Attach & at the end of sentences. 


ost = QOH > & + QOH 2 =can do 

et WOH 2 += Wl & =can go 

°S = 201 — S + UL =can give 

HES $+ A0H — SS F WMA L = could receive 
*Sctd + UAH — Scte + UNAS =could go up 


“AEE Bel SS = VISLICH=A cheetah can run fast. 

SSME oss & + WSLICt =A lark can fly in the sky. 

S222 AAS STHWIS ZS + WASLICt = Solomon can solve a difficult riddle. 
Hesse SSrdl S02 + ASLiCt. =A pet cannot enter the museum. 


eJIEt & + QO 2 =I can play the guitar. 
°22 WSS SAO = John can't eat seafood. 
eACHE OFLA) St Ol] S 2f01 2 = Because Sarah was sick, she couldn't go to school. 
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Verbs — Have 


Have (2! Ct) / Don't have (SiC) 


This lesson covers how the verb, 'have', is used. It can be expressed in two ways: 


°QiCt = there is/are (Lit. is present) 
eI} Xl a) QICt = have, possess 


°SiCt = there isn't/aren't (Lit. is not present) 
eJtXl a) QUAI BC = do not have/possess 


Informal Don't have 
Written 
Form 


Informal 
Spoken 
Form 


Note: The words in bold letters are the more commonly used of the two alternatives in each of the 
Written and Spoken forms. 


Have (2! Ct) 
Q{Ct means 'there is/are’, for example: 


S32! Ol AOA It QICt = There is a puppy in the garden. 
eH At P\ Ol] JHO]I+ 2ICt = There's an ant on the desk. 


However, 2(Ct can also mean 'have'. It is used more frequently than the alternative, 'J}Al 4) Q{CH, 
which is more cumbersome to pronounce. 


*Written form > QICt, JFAla) QI 
*Spoken form > 2/01, JAI a 2104 
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Example Sentences 


Written Form 
©4240] QICt. =I have a book. (Lit. There is a book) 
°A| AIDt QUCh. = I have a watch. 
eH — =0| QC}. =I have a mobile phone. 
et S JAI a) QC}. =I have a book. 
C#3 JAD QICt. =I have a mobile phone. 


Spoken Form 
°4H(0|) QUA. 
est S(0]) 2101. 
Al Al H) 2401. 
oA4(S) JHALD 20. 
cot & F(Z) JAI QO. 


Note: 1. Use O|/7} with "SiC" and S/S with "J'AI 2 QC". 
2. The particles are usually omitted in spoken Korean. 


When you say, 'I have a brother or sister', J} A] 2) SIC} CANNOT be used because it implies 
ownership. Only 2!Ct can be used in relation to people. 

For example, 

Written Form 


ott S40] QC}. =I have a younger brother. 
°01 S40] QC}. =I have a younger sister. 


Spoken Form 
°33(0|) 2101. =I have an older brother. 
o=L}(7H) QL01. = I have an older sister. 
ot} = 4(0]) 2101. =I have a younger brother. 
°0{S4(0]) 2101. =I have a younger sister. 


Don't have (84 Ct) 
SiC} literally means 'there isn't/aren't'. However, it can also mean 'don't have' 
For example, 


Written Form 
°SiCt = don't have (Lit. there isn't/aren't) 


eJEAl a) QUAI BECW Ot DEA) QLCt = don't have (Lit. don't own/possess) 
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Spoken Form 
°2iQ1 = don't have (Lit. there isn't/aren't) 


eDtAl a) QUAL BEOH/Ot DEAI a QLO1 = don't have (Lit. don't own/possess) 


Note: For the negatives, the words in bold letters are the more commonly used of the two 
alternatives in each of the Written and Spoken forms. 


Example Sentences 


Written Form 
°240| S{Ct. =I don't have a book. 
°A| AlDt StCt. = 1 don't have a watch. 
eH = = 0| S{Ct. =I don't have a mobile phone. 


HHS JERI QUAL BEC. = I don't have/own a book. 
ooh SS IAL QA QC. =1 don't have/own a mobile phone. 


Spoken Form 
“4H (0|) S01, 
“ALAA St 
oat = = (0]) SO. 
o24(S) Ot DEXID) QOH. 
ool © F(Z) Of DEAL) QO. 


Question Form 


In spoken Korean, in order to change a sentence into a question, you simply need to raise your tone 
at the last letter. 


To see how it's done, it'd be probably best to watch a native Korean do it for you. However, as I 
figure most of you would not have that kind of luxury, having a native speaker do it for you 
whenever you want, I encourage you to listen to the Korean audios or recordings online or watch 
Korean dramas or movies and familiarize yourself with the intonation of questions. For excellent 
free audio and video resources, please try 'Talk To Me In 


Korean’ (http://www.talktomeinkorean.com/). 


°33(0|) 2101? = Do you have an older brother? 
°=LH(7h 2L01? = Do you have an older sister? 

oi} = 44(0]) 2101? = Do you have a younger brother? 
°04S24(01) 2101? = Do you have a younger sister? 


°44(0|) S101? = Don't you have a book? 
°A| Al(7b) 84012 = Don't you have a watch? 
eo — (0|) S01? = Don't you have a mobile phone? 
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Polite Form 


While the informal form in the examples above is used by people who are of the same age and/or 
close, or when older people are talking to younger people in informal situations, the polite form is 
commonly used by younger people addressing older people, and in any formal situations. 


Polite Have Don't have 
Written 


on oe StSLICt 


Polite 
Spoken 
a 


IEX| a) a Oke 
OF DEAID QL 2 


I) Informal — Polite (Spoken) 
Just add 2 at the end of a sentence. 


°S} 2101 2? = Do you have an older brother? 

e=Lt 21012? = Do you have an older sister? 
eS 2012? = Do you have a younger brother? 
° SM 201 2? = Do you have a younger sister? 


eZ C101 2? = Don't you have a book? 
¢A| Al $£01 2? = Don't you have a watch? 
© oH & = 8101 2? = Don't you have a mobile phone? 


ID) Informal — Polite (Written) 
Replace [| with SLICt. 
°280| Q2LSLICt. =I have a book. 


eAl Alt QISLIC. =I have a watch. 
ech & = 0| QISLICt. =I have a mobile phone. 


oS IEA a) QUAI BEC. =I don't have/own a book. 
ooh SS IEA QUAl QC. =1 don't have/own a mobile phone. 
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Verbs — Want 
Verbs - Want [~) 2! CH] 


Informal Present Past 
Written 
Form 


Positive 


Negative ro) a 
tJ | 


Informal Present Past 
Spoken 
Form 


St AIX! tO! St DD AIX) S204 
LD] Ad 1D] Ae 


Note: ot) 4!Al Ct and otJ| 4!Ct both mean "I don't want to do." However, In written Korean, 
Ota) 4! XA] GCt is more commonly used whereas in spoken Korean, o})| 4/01 is more commonly 
used. Ot7| 4/01 literally means "I hate to do." 


The bold letters indicate which one is more commonly used. 


Rule 


> 


Take Ct off a plain form of verbs and attach 1 4!C}/0 4!2ICh/9| 2Chv9| ACD AO1/D A! 


Qt ete. 


tH 


Examples (Written Form) 
eotCt > of) AC} =I want to do. 
oC} > 4) A!Ct =I want to eat. 
eSHCt— 1) AQ =I wanted to fly. 
*SCUl—> Si AN BAC =I did't want to play. 
eOFAICH > OFA A) SEAL BERECT =I didn't want to drink. 


*HELELE OE St 


Oi) AX) 2 QtCt = I didn't want to eat a banana. 
“ot SOIN BD AAI Bs 


| = I didn't want to fly in the sky. 


Examples (Spoken Form) 
eolCt — ofa) 4/01 =I want to do. 
eHACt— Ai) 410] =1 want to eat. 
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eSCt > a) 4!2101 =I wanted to fly. 

*3SCt— S2)| 201 =1 don't want to play. 

eOFAICH — OFAII| 4! 201 =I didn't want to drink. 
eHELETLE 29] 4101 =I don't want to eat a banana. 
eotS S| 4210{ =1 didn't want to fly in the sky. 


Questions (Spoken Form) 
¢ Xt.) 4101? = Do you want to sleep? 
0]. Ata) 4/01. = Yes, I want to sleep. 
°5| FH) 4!Q1? = What do you want to eat? 
ectGi St) 4/01. =I want to eat noodles. 
°0{C| D+) 4/01? = Where do you want to go? 
*S 2 OH] Ita) 4! 01. =I want to go to a park. 


Formal Form 


Formal Present Past 
Written 


ot) ASUC ot ARSUC! 
Negative alk! @SLICh AIK] QResLICh 
| e | C 


ls LS A 
asl a MS LIC 


Formal Present Past 
Spoken 
Form 


Note: The informal spoken form is used between close friends or when older people are talking to 
younger people in informal situations. The formal form is used commonly between adults, by 
people in formal situations or when younger people are speaking to older people. 


Rules 


For the formal written form, the suffix , C}, is replaced by GLICt. 
For the formal spoken form, attach ©& at the end of a sentence. 


Examples (Written Form) 


eotCt > ot A!SLIC! =I want to do. 
eH}, A) AISLIC} =I want to eat. 
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SU > 31) ae 


Examples (Spoken form) 
eotCt > ota) 4!01 2 =I want to do. 
eFC 4a) 401 & =I want to eat. 
eSCt— Bi) 2101 2 =I wanted to fly. 
*SC} > S)| J201R =] did't want to play. 
eOFAICE > OFAII| 222401 2 =I didn't want to drink. 


More examples 
*Xta) 4!01 2? = Do you want to sleep? 
el]. Xt 4101 @. = Yes, I want to sleep. 


°3| A) 4!0| 2? = What do you want to eat? 
ech A 4) 4/012. =I want to eat noodles. 


°01/C] Jta) 4101 2? = Where do you want to go? 
*Sz! Ol Jta 4!01/&. =I want to go to a park. 


In addition: 


When talking about a third person, '1) 2/01 StCt' is used instead of 1) 4! Ct, and '1) 


of 1) 4! 01. 
Examples 
eJECt > Jha) 401 StCt 


SAE SAO Ita 401 StCt = Luke wants to go to the theatre. 
eM OLS Atata=“ OFA a) 4! 01 of = Sunmi wants to drink an apple juice. 
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A! CH OH' instead 


Verbs - Descriptive Form I 


The descriptive form I of verbs takes the meaning of "~ing." (ie. Continuous), or is used as a 
present tense clause involving "which, that, who etc.". 


Written Descriptive I 
Form 
gaiu 
S271 Act | Seize 


J& 
mh Be 
J 
lr 


Hd 


nin 
[|p 


: eS 


> 
= 
[|r 


“et 
eal 
dH 
rr 


These descriptive forms I are used in front of nouns to describe them, and form a present tense 
clause involving "who, which, that" of English. For example, the descriptive form I of J}C} is JE 
and Jt= J| At means a "train which goes". Literally, J}= means "going" therefore J}= J|At =a 
going train. 


107 


e Rules 


First, take Ct off a verb and then, 


1. add = 


Eg. 


— H= =eating 
A= 0] — a dwarf who eats an apple (= Lit. an apple-eating dwarf) 
et AC — SAE = sleeping 


=a ia who sleeps (= Lit. A sleeping princess) 


Be oa) SAP — a soldier who is dying (= Lit. a dying soldier) 
e2IC} > 2A] SE = not believing/unbelieving 
°2!X| = =SOtX — Thomas who does not believe (= Lit. unbelieving Thomas) 


2. Take = off a verb with a final consonant, = and add <. 


Eg. 


Sab ab ne 


More examples 


eALSOIAL Abet= AO!lAt =A cactus which grows in the desert (= Lit. A desert-growing 
cactus) 
eLHIF HE HE Ct SLIOtCt. = All the books that I read are informative. 
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Verbs - Descriptive Form II 


The descriptive form II of verbs takes the meaning of "~ed." (ie. past tense) or is used as a past 
tense clause involving "who, which, that etc.". 


Written Descriptive II 
Form 


2210 
SeiX Act} Sex ge 


The Table of Common Verbs and Their Descriptive Forms II 


Written Form Plain Descriptive II 


t 


ne 


5° | rlo| rz . j2 


Pe 


rH 


ye 
hes 


| 
oO 
5 
a 
hes 
a 
E 


nin | s° 


fe 


Ol 
a) 
= 
= 
an At 
x= 
= 


j=) 
. 


| ae 


AHH 
a 


Verbs can be used in front of nouns to describe them, and form a past tense clause involving "who, 
which, that" of English. For example, the descriptive form II of ((LtC} is (t+ and Gut IAI 
means a "train which left". Literally, (Lt means "left" therefore (+ | At =a left train 
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e Rules 
First, take Ct off a verb and then, 
1. For verbs with a final consonant, add = 


Eg. 


died/dead 
a dead soldier (= a soldier who died) 
e = = disbelieved 

Ot“ — Thomas who disbelieved 


e 
a 


= read (past tense) 
an article that I read 


yO HO 
lo © 


2. For verbs without a final consonant and verbs with = as a final consonant, replace it with 
L as a final consonant. 


Eg. 
-2clCt > LE! = borrowed 
ee! 24 — a book which I borrowed (Lit. a borrowed book) 
eMC} —* = wrote 
3 =)}I| & SS = the gospel which St. Luke wrote 
*3=Ct— SF = stopped 
et] AD} SZ 2 =a place where the bus stopped 
Sentences: Negatives 


e)|ChelCk > JIC Al 2S = didn't wait 
SES DCtelAl &ES ot?! — a servant who didn't wait for the Lord 


AC AALS = didn't eat 
S43 FN GS N=a a who didn't eat food 
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Verbs — Speech (in spoken Korean) 


Verbs in spoken Korean 


The following dialogue between two close friends involve verbs in the informal spoken form. 


well 
= shopping 


flow Lee 


2d 40 on OE 


ZH = I'll go first 


This dialogue should be easy to comprehend. 


CH et Al St = The conversation starts 
ALS: Ti SOr, FI oh? 

NS: AQ. 

ApS Of D2 

AP: Of. Sti Dh. 

APS: AHI It? 

NL: 9 ALO. 

ALS: Hl? 

NZ: SwWalA BH. 
AFD: THILO? 

AP: Of. HALO. 

AaS?: HS SoH? 

NY: AMEO] DEM AA. 
ALS: of~ Teh? 

NS: A. VE A aH? 

AS: LE AOE 

AZ: AA? 

ALS: OS3 AA. 

NZ: HE AWMH? 


AHS: Of, HOH), LE IY ZH, SE OHH 
IIS: BI 


Sang-u: Ji-u, what are you doing? 
Ji-u: I'm eating. 

Sang-u: Where are you going? 
Ji-u: I'm going to school. 

Sang-u: When are you going? 
Ji-u: At 9 o'clock. 

Sang-u: Why? [are you going to school? ] 
Ji-u: I study at school. 

Sang-u: Is it fun? 

Ji-u: Yes, it's fun. 

Sang-u: How do you study? 
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Ji-u: My teacher teaches me. 

Sang-u: Ahh... really? 

Ji-u: Yeap. How about you? 

Sang-u: I'll go shopping 

Ji-u: When? 

Sang-u: At 3 o'clock pm. 

Ji-u: Did you have a meal? 

Sang-u: Yes. I have. I'll go first then. Bye~ 
Ji-u: Bye~ 


This is a conversation between Sang-u and Ji-u. This is a type of conversation that is common 
between close friends, yet it is extremely simple to understand even for beginners of Korean. So pay 
attention to how these "spoken forms" are used. 


e A list of written forms and their respective spoken forms. 


Written Form - Spoken Form 
[For detailed explanation, refer to (Verbs - Present, Past)] 


go = JC} - 7t 
come = 2C} - 2} 
do = otCt - al 


eat = ACh- HO 

give = =C} - 4 

receive = BEC} - BOt 
play = SCI - SO} 
sleep = AL} - At 

mn = SelO}- S244 
teach = JFEAICH - DFE A 
learn = HHSC - HHA 


These spoken forms are informal so you should only use them with very close friends. 
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Adverbs - At 


Negative | FAl SC AA Al 
er Al 


Note: SA| @| is more commonly used in written Korean while 2! || is more common in 
spoken Korean. 


Rules 


1. Take Ct off an adjective of the present tense and attach 71|/X| 2 || to it. 
2. Attach 2! to a positive form of adverbs to turn it into its negative form. 


Small Zt st At | 
(size) 


Delicious | SQICt pubes, | 


ce Ct Hl, Bol 
SI 
| 


a 
Small cod A 
(quantity) 
Kind i 


| 
| 
kina [CES 


Note: 
Adverbs come just before verbs to describe actions. 


Ct, tu}= Ct and =Ct each have two adverbial forms. 2£0|, “{C| and =0] are more commonly 
used than HHI, tut =| and = JI. 


Example sentences 


i mao | 19) Fs — i 


fo) 
= 
2 
32 
i 
i 


I ate my steak "deliciously" (Lit. I enjoyed my steak) 
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*HS0ie &elr] GEC =A tortoise walks slowly 

“2S YO| A2QCt=1 ate a big meal. (Lit. I ate a meal a lot.) 

20] “el JAH = Let's go home quickly! 

ate 2SHAIA #cl SSC. = Cheol-su ran fast to the finish line. 

"SIPS HO/AS A) GtS2Ct = Seong-u made a large cake. (Lit. Seong-u made his cake 
big.) 

°=0| Lt= MJt Bel =Ct = The higher a bird flies, the farther it sees. (Lit. A bird which 
flies high sees afar.) 
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Particles — 7Al/Q(| A/S El 


The dative particle, Oi] Fl/StEl, is mainly used for someone/something to whom you are giving 
something. | is a honorific form, 04|7|| is a formal form and €t€l is an informal form. 


Eg. 1 
OH AIH] ASS SAC =To my father, I gave a present. 


OF Al = Father 

Al = = present 

© ClCt = give (honorific form) 
CAC = gave (honorific form) 
Eg.2 
OF wr OAl ASS CACt = To my dad, I gave a present. 
Ot ttt = Dad 

1 = = present 

© eC|Ct = give (honorific form) 

CcACt = gave (honorific form) 


4,5 
a 


etl SS = QC. = To older sister, I gave water 


Lt = older sister 


4} 4 ma r 
O | 


(2) 2/01 AI A/St GIAl is used when you are receiving something from someone. Again, (°)= 
2 is an honorific form, 0i|{|A1 is formal and St 4A is informal. 


Eg.1 

Wsseoe2eh SS HOC =From the president, I received a prize. 
Eg.2 

SOA BAIS 2 OtCt = From mum, I received a letter 


oa 
A iI = ade: 

SICt = receive 
BrOrCt = received 


SstGl|Al 2A!S SC = From older brother, I heard news 


° 
a 
QO. 
OQ 
4 
ion 
5 
° 
= 
Dp 
Q 
an) 


29 | Il 
i 
> 5 
to) 
© 
Lon 
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Direction Particle — C&/= 


Particles - C&/= 


© @ is used for words which have a final consonant, and = for words witthat a final 
consonant. (Exception: = is still used for words which have = as a final consonant.) 


e.g. 


eel Oe = by truck 
oot C&O = by/with a mobile phone 


*4 4 & = by/with a computer 
°Xt = = by car 


°l = = by/with a pencil 


I. 2&/= is used for tools/methods/transport with which you do something. 


Eg.1 
IAS SOS FRC = With scissors, I cut a paper. 
ABS DSS IRC = With a pencil, I drew a picture. 
22 ASS Ct = With a bow, I did hunting. 


J|F| = scissors 
S01 = paper 
MECH = cut 

3 stCt = cut (past) 
O = pencil 

72 = picture 
_1e|C} = draw 
1aCt = drew 


=do 


S otCt = do hunting 


CAS S22 HAS Selo'S 0/2ACt = With his good brain, David beat Goliath. 
“Lie SeCe ASS SHC By my imagination, I saw the heaven. 
ZHI 2 Salle S0)|3s SAC = With its large beak, the gull caught a fish. 


116 


#cl 2 = Goliath 
O| J|Ct = win/beat 
Aa = imagination 
&! = = heaven 
Ct = see 

SOrCt = saw 
ZOHI| =a gull 

= = big, large 
2] = beak 

= _))| = fish 
Ct = catch 


eH] 80|=2 All 2tCt = By a plane, I went to an island. 

“HS StwItAl 1 Al2t Bel Ct = By car, it takes an hour to school. 

*KTX & ASA SArAl 3 Al2t BelCt = By KTX, it takes 3 hours to go from Seoul to 
Busan. 


H| 249] = plane 


44 = island 
JC = go 
3tCt = went 
At = car 

sti = school 
A\2t = hour 


2 cl Ct = take (time) 
2 e!Ct = take (time) 
KTX = Korea Train Express 


II. °&/= is used for a destination/place for which you are headed. 


eA Of 2tC}=I1am headed for the heaven 

*A SOS SQ IE = =a door for entering the heaven 
“LIP OE SSS OLAS = Naomi left for Moab 
AS ACS RC = Jim went home. 


The difference between C &/= and Ol|/7| is that C &/= emphasises where one is headed/has gone 
whereas O1|/71| doesn't. 


LI= HOS RC} =I went home. (I didn't go to any other place.) 
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Particles - Ol, J}Al [From, to; at/in] 


OAL, JAI [From, to] 


OAl and JAI are used after places/times just like "from" and "to" in English. 


Example sentences 
¢Z OA] StF Al = From home to school 
°1 AIONAL 2 AIDEAL = From 1pm to 2pm 
“SS QlA1 S01 =I came from England 
eAt AADLAL Sct2tCt =I climbed up to the summit of the mountain. 
°H S17 A| SOt Lt = Come back by evening 


2 = = England 

At A = mountain summit 
& = evening 

OAL [At/in] 


OllAl is used after places to mean that something is happening at a particular place. 


Example sentences 


St WO ON SPS ZICt. =At school, we played American football. 
LIAAOHA ZYS AICt = Ata Japanese restaurant, I ate sushi. 
*SAOA HHS CIES SC = Ina park, we played badminton. 

“SOA SS Ct = In my room, I studied. 


eotAtAlOlA, AES] S S4Ct = In the bathroom, I had a shower. 


— = American football 
Japanese restaurant 


Oa Hy 
m3 2 
| > o 


badminton 


study (noun) 

gi Ct = studied 

bathroom/toilet 

shower 

C} = had a shower (Lit. did a shower) 


II 


WO 10 0A 40 40 i | GO as Jz Jz 


> > Wl 0H OH OF SF OW Wo © 
UN uv w= An Se fo wt 


30 


Note: In spoken Korean, =/& is usually omitted. 


For example: 

5 VCt> SF WO (I studied) 

BUCt — AFSL 2401 ( I had a shower) 
AAC AS F101 (I had dinner) 


OW 
41 
Nl 


oH 
2A 
oH 
2A 


Ju 70 
iO mui 


en ase 
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Particles - 7! [only] 


Ot [Only Particle] 


Gt essentially means "only" and it is used after a noun. Sometimes, © 4! is used before a noun to 
emphasize the "only-ness." 

eLtGt (Cl StCt. = Only I left. 

OWE! TV S SAC. = Only Dad watched TV. 

e= Ot O|AckHlOl StCt. = Only Ruth came to Israel. 


¢=0t OAC. =I drank only water. 
ALES 72! Att. = Stephen bought only shoes. 


oA LEGt StQiCh. = Only I ate. 
OA SA StS HS SH UC. = Only Paul studied Korean. 
eOA ZEt SEC. = Only John left. 


Of 


Gt can be also used for nominalized verbs.(Nouns - Nominalizing Verbs) In this case, 2! 24Ct is 
attched after a nominalized verb. 


Eg. 
*Lt= 4I|Ot SkCt. =I did only eating. 
*SL1e2 Sette Sot 7/2 SkCt. = Paul, for a week, did only studying Korean. 
*SSAHM = DLcte AJP! QC. = The koala, which I saw at the zoo, did only 
sleeping. 


SSTOM = DSc = The koala, which I saw at the zoo 
For a detailed explanation of the descriptive verb, see (Verbs - Descriptive I) 
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Possessive - 2 


Rule 
e Add 2] to anoun. (Note: mainly used in a written form) 


Eg. 
oL} + 2] + Lt] = my 
eL] + 2] — Y12] = your 
*1+ 2| = 12] = his 
e114 + 2] = DUS! = her 


However, in most spoken Korean, they are simplified for easier pronunciation. 


Eg. 
eL} 2] — LI 
Ll 2| — Ul (pronounced 4) 
°—) 2|/14 2] — TH,7H (not commonly used) 
°=J(who) > 7 (whose) 


For all possessives, only LH and (41) are commonly used in spoken Korean. In most cases 2I is 
omitted. 


Eg. 
*My car = LH At 
*Your shoes = L| 4! (pronounced L| 4!) 
*Michael's car = OF0| 22) AtSAt (written form) or OF0|Z At (spoken form) 


Notice that 2| has been omitted, and At+'S At has been simplified to 4t. 


e=—7 ALO? (Whose car is it?) 
¢O+0|2 (4# (You can either answer by saying O+0|2 or 00/2 ah) 


In spoken Korean, 'he/she' or 'his/her' are rarely (almost never) used. Instead, his/her name is 
addressed as a subject in a first sentence, and then omitted for sentences following. This is the same 
for possessive forms. Instead of ‘his/her’, 'Michael's/Lisa's' are used. 


Eg. 
*Lisa's friend1: C]At J} 2S AIM Ol tt. (Lisa's handbag is really pretty) 
*Lisa's friend2: A! Mt? Lt= 9} Ata) AIC. (Really? I, too, want to buy that) 


Another thing to note is that | is attached to a personal name if a noun being possessed is a 
group/organisation. (Spoken Form) 


Lisa's friend1: cl At 
Lisa's friend2: cl At 


& AIM H (Lisa's house is really big) 
stiw& 3}, (Lisa's school, too, is big) 


Ge 
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Note: A school, house, company and country are some of the 'group/organisation' nouns that require 
L{| attached to a personal name which are being possessive. Any other personal items such as one's 
bag, car and so on do not need | attached to a personal name. 
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Conjunctions — And 


_le| 4) [and] 


_1c|+ can only be used between sentences. 


Yesterday = 01 Ml 

Book = #4 

Banana = UFLLt 

read = SC} 

read[past] = 212i Ct 
sleep = AtCt slept = Ct 


Eg. 
OA] HS SAC. Ie] Ct. [Yesterday, read book. And slept.] 
eHELILHE StQiCh. ela) SC. [Banana is delicious. And sweet.] 


The two sentences are linked by 1c] 1) but they are still separate. To link two or more sentences 
into one sentence, please refer to Verbs - Connective. 


2}/T} ['and' for nouns] 


2+/7t is used for nouns. Use 2t after nouns without a final consonant, and “+ for nouns with a final 
consonant. 1/2 is only used to join nouns. 


Eg. 

Ot At = Sea and Mountain 

Lt = You and I 

tut — rice and bread 

O44 +t S0! = book, pencil and paper 
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Conjunctions - But, Although 


TAL [But] 


_]ci Lt can only be used between sentences. 


Book = 44 

Banana = = HELELt 

read = £{Ct 

want to read = $44) 4!Ct 

wanted to read = $14) 4!2IC} (Verbs - Want) 
sleep = ah Ct slept = ae 

like = 


oS O) AAC. Te4Lt ACh. [I wanted to read a book. But I slept.] 
eHELILF= QC. Teilt Lk= ZBObolAl BEC. [Banana is delicious. But I don't like it] 


The two sentences are linked by _1c|Lt but they are still separate. 


~G|/~X| 2! [But, Although] 
To link two or more sentences into one sentence, ~]| or ~A| 2! are used. 


e For verbs, add 4 to Verbs - Descriptive I 
e For adjectives, add [ll to Adjectives - Descriptive 


Eg. 
eM= — MEE = write but / although I write 


*eaNMe KEE, AS + SLC =I write words but I cannot read / Although I write, I cannot 


read 

*ALE — AFE El = live but / although it lives 

*S0/INE AEE, SOME & ACH = It lives in the water but it cannot live on the ground / 
Although it lives in the water, it cannot live on the ground 


°HA42 > 04 241 = difficult but / although it's difficult 
USHE HSI] HALSE! MOC =A foreign language is difficult to learn but it's 
interesting / Although a foreign language is difficult to learn, it's interesting. 


e For verbs and adjectives, add A|2! to a plain form without Ct. 


Eg. 
eMC} — MAE! = write but / although I write 
SME MAG SS + AC =I write words but I cannot read 


eAtCt 4 X/ Et = live but / although it lives 
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"SOME SAG, SAAS & Ct = It lives in the water but it cannot live on the ground 


°OSCt—> ASAP! = difficult but / although it's difficult 
OSHS HSI! ASA MOlLICt =A foreign language is difficult to learn but it's 
interesting. 
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Conjunctions - But [=GI/4l] 


=4|/4l is frequently used in casual spoken Korean. = G|/Hl means "but" 


For example, 
sIAAAHE S S OEE OWA AE & S Sct = 1 know how to do(speak/write/read) 
Greek but I don't k know how to hah cerca Italian. 


HS AEG, trat= Ot SO. =I eat 4 (cooked rice) but I don't eat side dishes. 


HS Seal, ste HOt = The room is spacious but the bathroom is cramped(small). 


Rules 


1. Take Ct} off a plain form of verbs and attach =€ to it. 
eotCt > of= El = do but 
eJtC} > JFEEl = go but 
*OCt— P=EEl =come but 
eACt—> A=El = eat but 
eOFAICE > OFA] = El = drink but 
eAFCH > AFEEll = buy but 
e2Ct— IEE = sell but 
*2Ct > ZEUl = walk but 


Note: Take a final consonant, =, off a plain form of verbs and then attach =El. 
e2Ct > OE El (know) 
eC} — I= El (sell) 


2. Add 4 to Adjectives - Descriptive form of adjectives. 
*ICt— 2 = big / large but 
eAtCl > 4 SE = small but 
eJF4Ct — I} Gl = close but (in distance) 
-2iCt— AEl = far but (in distance) 
*2Ct— YEE =a lot / many but 
-SCt—> 4A EE = few / little but 
eC ACt— ££} 2 El = hot but (temperature) 
eAPUGCt — AtIt=SEl = cold but (temperature) 


Example sentences (spoken form) 


-0OS2 Sy JER, ULES Sw Cbt2. =1 go to school today but I don't go to school 
tomorrow. 

SS FY gel, Pv AS Sst S210 =I went to see a movie but there was no 
movie that I wanted to watch. 

“HAE FI SQA, ASS F| F1. = (/He/She) was small (height) before but 
(1/He/She) am/is tall now. 
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0, SAA DIAHE SUH SOLE, HOLD GO| S01. = This meal looks delicious 
but it's not delicious (at all) after I've tried it. 
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Conjunctions - Because, So 


Conjunctions - Because and So [~A1] 


~A]| has many usages and "because and so" is one of them. 
Rules 


e Add Aj to a spoken form of the present tense of verbs or adjectives. (Adjectives - 
Present/Past, Verbs — Present/Past) 


°oH — oH Al = Because (I) do/ (I) do and so 

*JtAl — IFA = Because (you) go / (you) go and so 

°({Lt — (4 LHA = Because (you) leave / (you) leave and so 
*Z20|t — 0A = Because (I) like / (I) like and so 

°510{ —- 40\A = Because (you) eat / (you) eat and so 

eZ 0t — SOA = Because (I) catch / (I) catch and so 

ttt Ct — “ctl = Because (he's) fast / (he's) fast and so 
°=0t > SO0tA = Because (it's) high / (it's) high and so 
¢4t0} > 4OfA\ = Because (she's) small / (she's) small and so 
°F] — FAA = Because (it's) big / (it's) big and so 


Example Sentences 


*s7s A Jt SC 
*= Because I play basketball, I'm tall. 
*= | play basketball and so I'm tall. 


eet Ol IEA Als Ol Oll QkCt 
*= Because he's gone to Korea, now he's not in America. 
*= He's gone to Korea and so he's not in America. 


LUPE HA SC 
*= Because a tree is big, I like it. 
*= A tree is big and so I like it. 


edtStO| BOKA CHSTOl 2ECt 
*= Because I like science, I went to college. 
*= | like science and so I went to college. 


°23S0| SOI SclolOlELS At Sol OF StCt 
*= Because the building is high, we have to use an elevator. 
*= The building is high and so we have to use an elevator. 
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3S = basketball 
et= = Korea 
O|= = America 
Lt = tree 

iS! = science 


2 = building 
2c 410] El = elevator 
Conjunctions - So [cH Aj] 


A sentence containing ~A1 can be divided into two separate sentences and _)cH A is used to link 
them. 


Example sentences 


SiC 
*StS OI] ZEC 
“LIFE SC 


. 1cHA, 2| 9+ SCH. =I play basketball. So I'm tall. 
. cH ALS ClO SiCt. = He's gone to Korea. So he's not in America. 


20) SCt. JHA SclulOlaS AtS on Of StCt. = The building is high. So we have to 
use an elevator. 
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Conjunctions - Because [{ =01l| 


Conjunctions - Because [(H=0l; 2HLFoKS, LH =O! Ct] 


(= O1l is more frequently used in written Korean and ~M is favoured in spoken Korean because of 
its brevity. 


Rules 


Take [t off a plain form and past tenses of verbs and adjectives and then attach 7| [}=01l. 
(But NOT a present tense of verbs ie. 2-4+—-2 + Ht=cHs-wrong! otCt > ot)| HHEOI is 
right!) 


eotCt > otJ| LH ZO = Because I do 
eJECt > JtI| (HE Oll = Because I go 
eAtCt > AtJ| (= Oil = Because I buy 
“SCt— | MH Z0l = Because I see 
0H )| — A) CH ZOl = Because I eat 
*Z0totC} — ZO0tot | WH Ell = Because I like 
egtCt > gtO| fh Zl = Because I did 
ottCt > 2t7| (ZAI = Because I went 
eHAACt > AQ)! Ih Oll = Because I ate 
eFCt— F)| HHEO = Because it's big 
“ACH 2D] (HE0l = Because it's small 


mea 
“Ct &)| Mh =EOl = Because it's hot 
“sCt— S| MEO! = Because it's cold 
“2Ct— BO| MHA = Because there is a lot 


*2Ct— Z| MHEOl = Because it's long 
eQFOlEt > OFQLD| (HS Ol = Because it's delicious 


i 
“OCH > O89] CHE 0il = Because it was pretty 
Salt > StI! (HEA! = Because it was fast 
e2UCt > YR! HEI = Because it was strong 


Example sentences 


- Compare and contrast [| =0|| and ~A1. 
*Ssaets S0tot)| HEA SSSNS AVC. = Because I like Chinese food, I ate 
Chinese food. (Written Korean) 

SsaetM S0tot)| HEU SSSA 42012. = Because I like Chinese food, I ate 
Chinese food. (Spoken Korean) 

“Saat! SOM SHsAl 42012 =Because I like Chinese food, I ate Chinese 
food. (Spoken Korean) Conjunctions - Because, So 


Oi 
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OA SA SWS J)| HEA SA SOC. = Because I go to school early in the 
morning, I got up early. 

OLA] VA St IFA, SR BOK 2 = Because I go to school early in the morning, I got 
up early. 

“HEHE SI| HEA ASSES eet FS VEL. = Because the winter is cold, people 
wear warm clothes. 

“HEA SAA AS Se OSet SS BOL = Because the winter is cold, people wear 
warm clothes. 

AWE SR AP BI HEA SAS AEA AAOHOF StCt. = Because on the 
internet, there is a lot of false information, we should be careful about what we read. 
OlEVQWIA ALPS AS} GOK SB A=HAl AAO OF S| @. = Because on the internet, 
there is a lot of false information, we should be careful about what we read 


Note: The object particle, 3/, is omitted and some words are abbreviated in the spoken form. For 
example, 


Although it is less commonly used, a sentence containing two clauses can be divided into two 
sentences using SLO} S and (i 2O|Ct. SHLEOS is attached to the front of a second clause and HH 


=O|Ct replaces (HE Ol. 


SHSAS HQC HUSA SSeS FOtot! MHEOIC. =I ate Chinese food 


ba ee oe 

because I like Chinese food. 

Saat! AWHR. (HALES) SSSA! SOM Q. =I ate Chinese food because I like 
Chinese food. 

oUA QOGCH. CLEOTH OFA} VA StS ItI| MH EOICt. =I got up early because I go 
to school early in the morning. 

oS AHH. (CHLEA) OFA! 2A Sti) DLA. =] got up early because I go to school 
early in the morning. 


Note: 
OHLEOLE! is abbreviated to 2HLES or it is altogether omitted in spoken Korean. 


(1 = 0| is mainly used in literature and the news reporters use it often. However, people still use Hi 
= Ol occasionally in conversations instead of ~M, especially when one wants to explain and reason. 
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Conjunctions - If/Once [~H/2 F] 


~HH/° @ is used after a verb and the clause containing ~4 must always come first and its meaning 
is "if/once I do such and such." 


Rules 


1. Take Ct off a plain verb and add © to it. 
°otCt — of@ = If/Once (I) do 
eJtCt > Jt =If/Once (you) go 
eEl AIC > GANG = If/Once (you) throw 


2. Take Ct off a verb with a final consonant and add C.& to it. 
-2Ct — £°8 =I1f/Once (I) like 
eStC} — HOP = If/Once (you) eat 
“Ct BOG = If/Once (1) catch 


Eg. 
ost WO JIS SS & = QICt=If/Once I go to school, I can study. 
eONCHO] DEA S| ARIE & == QLCt = If/Once you go to med school, you can become a doctor. 
04S Dt} S01 Sl = [f/Once you bring (me) a book, I will read (it) to you. 
St) = school 
= = 2Ct =can do 
©\CH = med school 
©| At = doctor 
2 = 2Ct =can become 
44 = book 
J} X4 & Ct = bring 
$4 C} = read 
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Conjunctions - If/Once [~1=] 


HA is aa conjunction meaning 'if / once.' 


{= and 4 both mean 'if / once' but 4 is used more often in spoken Korean. 
H1& is used in the middle of sentence, for example, 


© Al7} QHE, 0| 4S FH =If/once Jinsu comes here, please give this book (to him) 


But if }1= is used at the end of a sentence, it means 'because.' 


¢ Please read, Because I'm -~H1=, to learn how 7|& is used in this sense. 


Take Ct off verbs / adjectives and add =. 


* otCh—> olHE =If you do 
© JCh— J} AE =If you go 
¢ DHE =If you come 

¢ GAH =If (there are) many 
¢ Q(91= = If there is/are 

© QI = If there is/are not 


Example sentences 
© OFEOl Atv 2L71= At&t 4=Al& = If there are apples in the supermarket, please buy and 
bring (them). 


© AI A AotHeE Metal Sey All & =I f/once the game starts, please let me know. 
© Aol GA ot A= CASO! = Once you arrive home, please call/contact me! 


- Aad] SSO! Ol AHEM Sd SAR. Sa) A AE@. = Once the flowers in the 
garden grow a lot, please call me. (Because) I want to see (them). 


Please note 1=2 used at the end of sentence mean "because." Please refer to Because I'm - ~~ HE 
oO 


41, 
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Conjunctions — When 


Conjunctions - When [~3 [{h] 


e Rules 
First, take Ct off a plain form of verbs(Verbs - Present/Past) then: 


1. Add ~& [} to verbs with a final consonant 


eACt—> AS (i = when I eat 
eC 8S CH = when I sit 
eO'C} —, 2! Tl = when I believe 
°C} > 3S I = when! die 


2. Add ~= [| to verbs without a final consonant. 


-JtCt > & Mh = when I go 

eC} — & ft = when I come 

*XtCt > & Uh = when I sleep 
i 


eAFC} > & Ml = when I buy 


3. Add ~I| to verbs with = as a final consonant 


eHtCt — 2 OH = when I sell 
eATCH — A! fH = when I live 


¢3SCt— & It = when I play (muck around) 


Eg. 
HS HS th dl Jt SCt. = When we were eating dinner, the rain came. 


OKO] 2S Mh AA OFA G. = When you sit on the chair, be careful. 


SAS SS HH St OFClS SAC. = When the soldier was dying, he left a message. 


At& 2tCt. = When I go to school, I go by car. 
al YOl Se!Ct. = When I come home, I visit my friend's house. 
= 2 SS ZC. = When we sleep, we dream. 

ian 


“ASHSS F4SEA7ASA O AWO2CS 2tCk When people buy food, they go to a 


supermarket. 


e Take Ct off and add ~3 [i to the past tense of verbs 


HOCH AMS I = when I ate 

eBFOtCt > StQt= H = when I sat 

eC} — 29S CH = when I believed 
| 


°S2Ct > SAS I = when! died 
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Eg. 


Note: 


eHOCt— BLS Hh = when I sold 
APOC > A O'S I = when I lived 
*S2Ct > S2S Ih = when I played (mucked around) 


eALPFLO SQS WH SOS UAC. = When I lived in Chicago, I learned English. 
tS , When we played outside, the weather was good. 


Ou 

0 

a 
Il 


HS AS Uh dlIt StCh = When we were eating dinner, the rain came. 
“HS AS TH blot SCt. = When we were eating dinner, the rain came. 


Both 4S MH or 42S Mh can be used and they mean the same thing. This is because the final 
verb, StCt, determines the tense of a sentence. The former is a more casual form than the latter. 
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Conjunctions — While 


Conjunctions - While [~4/~(2) A Al] 


~O{ form is more frequently used in written Korean while ~&A1 is more frequently used in spoken 
Korean. 


Rules 
1. Take C} off a plain form of verbs with no final consonant and add “4/G A to it. 


*otCt — offH/ol& A = while doing 
a J} H/It A Al = while going 

== Ct > == 04/2= 4 Al = while giving 
AKC — AFOH/AF& Al = while buying 
eSCt—> SH/S AA = while watching 
*PotCt — SorOt/AotAA = while speaking 
eOFAICH > OFA OH/OFAl& A = while drinking 
eAtCt — AHOH/AF& A = while sleeping 


2. Take Ct off a plain form of verbs with a final consonant and add CO{/O@ A to it. 


HC} HOD/A OF 4 = while eating 

eBICE  BFOTH/BF OT A] = while receiving 

eT} sobs 9 4/4 2 AA = while looking for 

*SiCk > 4 OH/S} OHA = while reading 
Exceptions 


-2Ct > 2°H/ASAA = while walking 
°=Ut > S°H/S° GA = while listening 


Example sentences 


Written Korean 


"LE GSS OH/TtAA THEAAS SC. = While doing exercise, I watched Matrix. 
“LE EcHS SCH/S°OR8A Acl $25 Ct. = While listening to music, I studied 
geography. 

“SHE NH/AGA DS SLC. = While sleeping, Homer snored. 

ONE AEHADIA BAS ASOH/ACHA AUS OAC. = At Starbucks, while 
reading a magazine, Minji drank coffee. 

TSE MS EY FAS IA/IIAA ttllesS S2Ct. = While going to work by car, 
Junho listened to radio. 
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Spoken Korean 


"2S OLHA| OHEStA BO. = While doing exercise, I watched Matrix 

oleh SOAA Alel S$ B01. = While listening to music, I studied geography. 
(SHE) HAA 2D S2t01. = While sleeping, Homer snored. 

(PINE) AEFHADA SA ASAA AW Ob4st01. = At Starbucks, while reading a 
magazine, Minji drank coffee. 

(= Sz) A ED SAF OFAA ctl] 2 S201. = While going to work by car, Junho 
listened to radio. 


OH & =! A = Matrix (The movie) 

cH = music, song 

Xl cl = geography 

Sl = Homer (a male name as in Simpsons) 
2! Xl = Minji (a female name) 

AEFHIA = Starbucks 

& Al = magazine 


HI = coffee 
3| At = work, company 
CHC| & = radio 


== S = Junho (a male name) 


Note: 


The spoken Korean usually omits a subject because it is usually understood by the speakers as to 
who they are talking about. For example, if I were talking about myself, I wouldn't need to use LL= 
to say something about me because it is assumed that I am talking about me. 


Likewise, the third person subjects like [M1 and 2! Al= can also be omitted when a person being 
talked about is already known by people having a conversation. 


The object particle, S/, is omitted in spoken Korean. 
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SW1H 


5W1H - When, Where, Who, What, How and Why 
Note: Please refer to Verbs - Present/Past for the spoken form of verbs. 


When, where, who, what, how and why are very useful words to make a question and they are 
convenient to use in conversations with friends. Here are some simple sentences. You may hear 
these this pattern of the speech a lot from Korean dramas, animations, and people. 


To show you how they are used, I've made simple sentences using the verb,"go". 


*When: 21 A] J}? = When do you go? (Lit. when go?) 
*Where: 01C| J}? = Where do you go? 

°Who: J} Jt? = Who is going? 

°What: F] I} J+? = What is going? 

*How: 012 1l Jt? = How do you go? 

*Why: 2H Jt? = Why do you go? 


Note: The subject is usually omitted. 


Eg. 
*Sam: I will go to school. 
eJenny: 2 Xl J+? [Here, it would mean "When will you go?"] 


*Sam: Peter told me that we are going to a museum! 
eJenny: 2 Xl J+? [When are we going? ] 


°01 {| 2+? = When do you come? 

© Ol 44? = Why do you hit me? 

° Ol S01? = Why do you cry? 

¢>| 41? = What do I give to you? or What do you give to me? [Depends on the context] 


Honorific Form 


While the spoken form above is used between close friends or when older people are talking to 
younger people in informal situations. The honorific form is used commonly between adults, by 
people in formal situations or when younger people are speaking to older people. 


e Just add @ at the end of a sentence. 


¢When: 21H] J}? = When do you go? (Lit. when go?) 
*Where: 01/C| J} 2? = Where do you go? 

°Who: J} J}? = Who is going? 

°What: F] Jt J+ 2? = What is going? 

*How: 01 2 71| J+2? = How do you go? 

¢Why: 2 J} 2? = Why do you go? 
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°O1 | 2} 2? = When do you come? 

° Ot} 72? = Why do you hit me? 

° S0{ 2? = Why do you cry? 

¢5| =| 2? = What do I give to you? or What do you give to me? [Depends on the context] 
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Advanced Grammar 


Comparatives & Superlatives 


Comparatives [~'2 Ct] 


~&Ct is used to compare two persons or things. The person/thing that 2 C} is referring to is the one 
that comes after "~er than" in English. The "~Ct" phrase can also come before a subject. So the 
sentences below have the same meaning. 


Note: 0|/7| particles are more frequently used than 2/+= particles, and in the spoken Korean, 
almost exclusively 0|/7| are used. 


oL fi SA 


— an ee 


C} 9| J+ SCt=I am taller than (my) younger sibling. 
SS eee 
J 


[ 

+ JD} SCh="I" am taller than (my) younger sibling. 

+ J|+ SCt =I am taller than (my) younger sibling. 

| J| I} F1 =1 am taller than (my) younger sibling. [spoken form] 

| J| D+} 3} 2 =] am taller than (my) younger sibling. [formal spoken form] 


SSC = than younger sibling 


7| = height 

SCt = big 

7|I+ SCI = tall 

F|It SC = short 

L}=] 

Li = L} changes to ! before O|/7} 

M| = the honorific form of 4 used in formal expressions 


C] is usually added before an adjective. 1 = more 


More examples 


*SS2Ct AtSO| G SSotCt = Man is cleverer than an animal. 

LIZ AO] OLOFESSCt G SCt= The Nile River is longer than the Amazon River. 
°20| ac] 2Ct AotLt = Iron is stronger than copper. 

*Ul/= SHC Att = Blood is thicker than water. 


Al} ALS YC G “et = Jinsu is faster than Jinho. 
*H Ct S0| Gl Sok V = My older brother does it better than me. 
o ttt ESC} BFO| CE] 20tR =1 like rice more than bread. 


Superlatives [| 2 


M|& is added before an adjective to make it a superlative. 
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eAl==I} AlS ttt =Ct = Jinsu is the fastest 

*XIEbIt SAL SSSA Al& ttt=Ct = The cheetah is the fastest among the land animals. 
HHIAIASAES AAOIA AIS SCt = Mt. Everest is the highest mountain in the world. 
oT] Att A AIOIAL AIS Bk Ql= SAIO|Ct = Pizza is the most delicious food in the world. 
“AIS OFS CHE AS AtSOl0il 2 = The most beautiful thing is love. [formal spoken 
form] (Nouns - Present, Past) 


Ml Al = world 

OFQICt = delicious 

Ot Ql = = delicious [descriptive form] Adjectives - Descriptive 
O-SCtE= = beautiful [descriptive form] 

2 = thing 
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Imperatives - of, ot Al Ot 


ro) 


Informal ol 
Ee ‘i 


Formal s 2 orALOKR 
FEAIOhR 
sot AXXO 
Honorific OAL OFA 
JEXIOFAI 2 
c FAAS 


The informal form is used among very close friends or when talking to a younger person who is 
very close to you in informal situations. 


The formal form and the honorific form are used in formal situations. However, if I were to choose 
which one to use, I would choose the honorific form because the formal form is a bit casual-ish. It is 
safe to use the honorific form if you are unsure which one to use. 


Note: The honorific form of verbs is present in Korean such as: 
AC» © Al Ct = eat 

AIC} > == AlCt = sleep 

= Ct— SOHtTAICt = die, pass away 


30's honorific form is = All. It is usually used when talking to people above your age or in 
formal situations. 


Rules 

Informal positive (Imperative) = Present positive (spoken Korean) 
ol! = Do! 
°c Jt! = Go over there! (Leave me alone!) 


°O| JA S AQ. = Eat some of these snacks. 
°= 8 OA. = Drink some water. 


Informal negative = Take [| off a plain form of verbs and attach Xl Ut to it. 


«Jt AIO! = Don't go! 

°0| Sst= SAO! = Don't watch this movie! 
°0|7{/= A AIOl. = Don't eat this. 

°Q| 2442 31 X/Of. = Don't read this book. 
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Formal positive and negative = Attach ©& to informal forms 


Honorific positive = 

1. Take Ct off a plain form of verbs and then attach All @ to verbs without a final consonant. 
2. Attach © All & to verbs with a final consonant. 

3. For verbs with a final consonant of =, drop it off and attach All& to it. 


*JtA| 2! = Please go! 

°O|cl PAIR. = Please come here. 

et] (LTA G! = Please leave quickly! 

°O1A1 SAG. = Please eat already. 

°B)| £22 SAR. = Please catch the fish with your hands. 
ec =CAI2! = Please wave your hands! (=SCt = wave) 


-HS8S FAI 2! = Please turn round and round! (SCt = turn round, spin) 


Honorific negative = Take Ct off plain form of verbs and attach AI OFA. 


2 ofAl OFAll@! = Please don't fool around! 
°H ROIS ItAl OFAll @. = Please don't go to that place. (Keep away from that place.) 
TSO We SUSE LAMA OtAlQ. = Please don't touch things in the museum. 
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Have to - oh Of StCt 


Informal form 


oH OF SHC} OH OF SkC 
OHOF SCI 

OH OF OH 

OH OF SH 


OHA] LOLS SICt| StAl QOS SCH 


Spoken Bor= SH | otAl BOrS HO 
Ora cH CroHS HO 


Note: The words in bold are the more commonly used alternative of the two in each box. 


Rules 


1. Attach Of StC}/OF =I Ct/OF SH/OF S41 ete. to the informal spoken form of verbs. Verbs - 
Present, Past 


= have to go 

= have to come 
have to see 

| = have to eat 

| = have to drink 


° Pt — 210 


2. Take Ct off a plain form of verbs and then attach X| Ot& SICHV/Al BOS ACWVAl Sor= 
=H ete. to it. 


eotCt — okAl BOS =ICt = don't have to do 
eJECH— IEA BFOLS =ICt = don't have to go 
-OOh> Pil ale =! Ct = don't have to come 
oS} SX) &0t& =ICt = don't have to see 
eACt— A SOS =ICt = don't have to eat 
eOFAICH > OFAIZI @0'& =ICt = don't have to drink 


3. Attach 2f and & SH/ [ S210) to the front and back of the informal spoken form of verbs 
respectively. Verbs - Present, Past 
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eOtoh & SH = don't have to do 

°OtJ-& SH = don't have to go 

eOF Ol SH = don't have to come 

OFS CH = don't have to see 
eOFS1 O15 Gi = don't have to eat 

eOFOtATS& SH = don't have to drink 


Example sentences 
Written Form 


AAS OS ANSOl IFOF StCt. = Sane: min has to go to Seoul today. 
BIS LYS Stl DEA BOS SIC. = Min-ju doesn't have to go to school tomorrow. 
HE AE SHO Se OWS oF e HO OF S4Ct = Because of her sickness, Ashley had to 


take (lit. eat) medicine everyday last year. 


Spoken Form 


O/H = SLAVIA DSt VEM| SLHOF St =I have to finish the science assignment by this 
Thursday. 

°OH2 Cle O|M Ct LEOFA) S20] CHOt& SH = Because Ashley has been healed now, she 
doesn't have go to the hospital. 

DIS OHSS Ot HOS oH =I f the chillies are too spicy, you don't have to eat them. 


Formal form 


Written oHOF SLI Ct oOHOE SESLICt 


ae oH OF SILICH aHOF SASLICH 


Spoken OHOF OH OH OF SHOL2 
oHOF SHR OHOF KOS 


Don't have to Didn't have to 


Written | dfx SILIC} | StAl QOK= BSLUICH 
os auc ObsHS SISLICH. 

Spoken | ofA] FOG We oOfAl BOLE ROL 
Speers Ora HOS 


Note: The rules for the conjugation are the same as above. 


Example sentences 


Written Form 
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“AUS CS ANZA ILO SLIC. = Seong-min has to go to Seoul today. 

eBISS LW Stl JEAL BOS SLICt. = Min-ju doesn't have to go to school tomorrow. 
OEE SHS SE OWS SS FOO SSLICt = Because of her sickness, Ashley 
had to take (lit. eat) medicine everyday last year. 


Spoken Form 


O/H = SRAIA Dest DA] SLHOF Sl =I have to finish the science assignment by 
this Thursday. 

OH Cle O|M Ct LOLA BZ! Ol QtOt|S SHS = Because Ashley has been healed now, she 
doesn't have go to the hospital. 

DIELS OULS OfSOS Ge =I the chillies are too spicy, you don't have to eat 
them. 


Source: Learn Korean: LP's Korean Language Learning 
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Allowed to - co} = &!C} 


Informal Form 


Informal | are allowed to were allowed to 
SHE BIC 
SEE RIO 


aren't allowed to | weren't allowed to 
s1e! O18) 


Note: 


oH & SH means "allowed to do" and Otol & SH means "don't have to do," NOT “net-alewed-te- 
de! This needs some explanations. 


First of all, = means "ok or allowed." oH & GH literally means "doing is ok." Qt oH & literally means 
"not doing" therefore Qtol & SH literally means "not doing is ok" which means "don't have to do." 


ot! Otc means "not allowed to do." of} literally means "if I do" and Ofc] means "not ok" 
therefore of OtSH literally means "if I do it, it's not ok" which can be expressed as "not allowed to 
do" 

Compare this with Have to - oH OF StCt 

However, you don't have to know these explanations to use them. Actually, I've never thought about 
why these mean what they mean until today. The best way to learn them is to use them frequently 
until they become memorised. 


Rules 


1. Attach & SOV/S BWACVS H/F H2i01 to the positive informal spoken form of 
verbs Verbs - Present, Past 


°oH > OHS =ICt = allowed to do 

°J| > Jt& =ICt = allowed to go 

oS > SS =lCt= allowed to see 

°S50\ > SHE SIC =allowed to hear 
-HAO{ > HHS SIC = allowed to eat 
“OLN — OLA & SIC = allowed to drink 
2-4 — S35 SIC =allowed torun 
eO2tOl > BOE =SICt = allowed to sit 

} 


*S0t > S0t& =!Ct = allowed to play/muck around 
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2a. Take Ct off a plain form of verbs without a final consonant and attach & Ot=lCh/H OrkQl 
Ch/E OFSH/F OFSt tO to it. (Includes verbs with = as a final consonant) 


eotCt > of Cte! Ct = aren't allowed to do 

eJtCt— JEG Cte! Ct = aren't allowed to go 

*S=C} > SHH CtelCt =aren't allowed to dance 
*SCt—> S& CtelCt =aren't allowed to play/muck around 
e2Ct—> BRA Cte! Ct = aren't allowed to push 

*SCt—> S@ CtelCt =aren't allowed to spin 


2b. Take Ct off a plain form of verbs with a final consonant and attach C& t=!C}//OH orsh 
PRCVOA CtH/OA OtQ101 to it. 


eA} > HO Ot=lC} = aren't allowed to eat 
eQtCt > QFOT OFSICt = aren't allowed to sit 
“st SOA CtelCf = aren't allowed to hide 
“SOt— YO Cr=SlCt = aren't allowed to catch 
“SCO BYOB CrelCt = aren't allowed to pick up 
“AC SCH Cr=lCt = aren't allowed to fold 


Exceptions 


ren't allowed to listen 
ren't allowed to walk 


bee 
| = 


a 
a 


Example sentences 


Written form 


“PHOS Av ae tte SHS =Ct=Ata buffet (restaurant), people are allowed to 
eat as much as they want. 

“ASS OFA! ASS Ol Jt& =ICt = Those who have finished the exam can go home. 
“FASO SA! OHJ| OG C=! Ct. =It is not allowed to speak loudly in the library. 
“AIMOISS S4et SAS HOB CrelCt. = Infants are not allowed to eat solid food. 
eSHADEA] SHMSES OWS AHS ASoUS AMC = Until last year, students were 
allowed to use a stall vending machine. 


Spoken form 


*TV tS GH = You are allowed to watch TV. (You can watch TV.) 

°O0| AlS| HOS GH = You are allowed to eat this cake. (You can eat this cake,) 

-S it SHS APS Otc = You are not allowed to buy alcohol and tobacco. 

“OMI DHAl SOF 2101 = Until yesterday, I was allowed to muck around. 
eSEDA HEclOSHOl= SIH Cte 2Q01 = Until last year, people were not 
allowed to enter the Victoria park. 
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Formal Form 


HS SUC | Wl BASUC 
HE ARO 


aren't allowed to | weren't allowed to 
sft ROIS 


Note: The rules are the same as above. 


Example sentences 
Written form 


SHOE Ao ae tes SOS SLC =At a buffet (restaurant), people are allowed 
to eat as much as they want. 

“AlSS OFA! ASS Ol += SLICt = Those who have finished the exam can go home. 
“SAHL2OME SAl OHD| ofS Cte LICt. = It is not allowed to speak loudly in the library. 
AIMOISS S4est SA'S HO OtS{L\ Ch. = Infants are not allowed to eat solid food. 
eSEIAlLSHSe OS THIS 5S NSou& AASLICt = Until last year, students were 
allowed to use a stall vending machine. 


Spoken form 


eTV YS TH = You are allowed to watch TV. (You can watch TV.) 

°0| ALS! HOS S&S = You are allowed to eat this cake. (You can eat this cake,) 

-Sit SUS APS Otc & = You are not allowed to buy alcohol and tobacco. 

OH MIDAl SOS AVA L = Until yesterday, I was allowed to muck around. 
eSEDA HEcClOkSSOe SOI CtSk2i01 & = Until last year, people were not 
allowed to enter the Victoria park. 
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I like doing - ot=H| SC, oHES ZOtetCh 


Ou 


I like doing - o}=)|| SCt 


ol=H| SC is a contracted form of Sk= 2O| BC} (20! — Al) 


Oh= X means "doing" and if you remember, "7|/0|" is an identifier particle. I'd also like to call it a 
specificity particle. 


For example, 


“AAA HSS A] SE 20] SCt=1 like eating a sandwich at lunch (among a variety of 
things to eat at lunch, a sandwich is my choice) 


e*AISOIA Ate Hl SC =1 like living in the country (Although I could live in the city or 
urban area, I like living in the country) 


ZC means two things 


1. I like 
°2. It's good 


Usually, its meaning is "I like doing" in spoken Korean. In written Korean, "O}= | SCt" is more 
likely to mean "it's good to do something." However, the meaning depends on the context. 


Written 


A SEA SSUCt 
=Al SU 


Note: The words in bold are the more commonly used alternatives of the two in each box. 


Rules 


1. Take Ct} off a plain form of verbs and then attach =| SCt 
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2. If a verb has a final consonant of =, it is omitted. 


eotCt > oFE Al SCt =I like doing, it's good to do 
“ACH AE SCt =I like eating, it's good to eat 
*SCt—> BEI SC =I like watching, it's good to watch 
-=Ct > SEH SC =1 like listening, it's good to listen 
e20t—> ZEA| SC =I like walking, it's good to walk 
eMC} > MEI SC =I like writing, it's good to write 
“SCh—> HEA| SCt =I like reading, it's good to read 
“CLSCt > PLl =H SC =I like making, it's good to make 
eACt— ALE] SC =1 like living, it's good to live 
*SCt— OfEA| SC =I like wrapping, it's good to wrap 


Example sentences 


*=SoleH| SC =I like exercising. It's good to exercise. 
*S2Ol= UtRItO! Dt}= | SCt =I like going to the beach at weekends. It's good to go to 
me beach at weekends. 
Sesole UA SEA SCt = Ona Friday night, I like eating pizza. On a Friday 
eke it's good to eat pizza. 
AAS So SEH ZOt 


= When I'm bored, I like watching movies. When you're bored, 
it's good to watch movies. 


Ilike doing - O}= 2 ZOrStCh 


Of=S is a contracted form of Ok+=2'S and & is an object particle. 


2 201 


OfolAl BEC 


ne ie BSC 


Bore 


Note: Z is a contracted form of 21S. 
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Rules are the same as above. 


eotCt — ok=ES ZOlStCt =I like doing 
“HCH > HEA ZOtsStCt = 1 like eating 
°SCt> SES ZOtetCt =I like watching 
EU > EES SOIC =I like listening 
20> 2ES SOlStCt = 1 like walking 
*MCt > MES ZOtStCt = 1 like writing 
“ACt> AES ZOtsStCt =I like reading 


SC} > OES ZOtetCt =] like making 
eA Ct ALE] SOPStCt = I like living 
*2Ct— OEAl SOStCt =I like wrapping 


Example sentences 


*SSOENS SOA SECt =I don't like exercising. 
Sloe USI IES BO 

Seststqe TA Yea S0 

AAS As BEA Z0Hne2 = 
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tStCt =I like going to the beach at weekends. 
tetLI Ct = On a Friday night, I like eating pizza. 
When I'm bored, I like watching movies. 


I think - ~) 242}ot (Opinion) 


1) 442FoH is usually used when you are expressing your opinion on something like what people 
should and shouldn't do and what people should and should not be allowed to do etc. 


Refer to Have to - oHOF StCh, Allowed to - of & =! Ct and I like doing - SKEW BCL OLES = 


OFStCt to learn following examples. 


Rules 


Attach +) 442!0} to the present informal written form of verbs. 


eg. 
12 o#OF StCta) 


SANS Sa ae +6 - ae it's OK to go to a park. 
255 OAEAl SCD W2tstCt =I think it's good to drink milk 
Note: 12 = 1285, S20 =Se20E 


Example sentences 


oH SO] SA Aba) OFS! Ol] SEA! VEOLL+OF =! Ct) A42tol =I think people should go to bed 
early at night and get up early in the morning. 


eft 2toH ALD] Sl oH DES! Dt AAS BO] HOOF StCta) 42+ ol. =I think people should eat a 
lot of fruits and vegetables to become healthy. 


TV = BO] HS SIC) AX2+ OP =I think it's allowable to watch a lot of TV. 


eAl2HSFSO] SOM CtelCta M2hetLiCt =I think it's not acceptable to be late for an 
appointment 


“242 BLO 


Y= SCD 42tstCt =I think it's good to read a lot of books. 


-ASsSece Ol OA GEA SOV SASLiCt =I think it's not good to drink a lot of 
soft drinks. 
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I think / It seems - of= 71 20H/2 Ot (General) 


Ot F| 20H means "I think he/she/they is/are doing (something)" or "It seems he/she/they are 
doing (something)." 


Please note that although grammatically o}= 7| 20} is right. In spoken Korean, it's usually 
pronounced 6}= H 20H. 


[Verbs] 


Written Present Past 
Form 


Positive oe 


a A 20H 


1 20H 
21H 


Note: In written Korean, it is written O}= 21 ZC} whereas in spoken Korean, it is spoken as SO} = 
71 ZOH. It is mostly likely due to the fact that 2d is a lot more cumbersome to pronounce than 7] 
when speaking. 

Rules 

1. Take Ct off a plain form of verbs and attach = 71 ZOH/Al = 71 ZO ete. to it. 


2. Drop = off a plain form of verbs that have = as a final consonant. 


3. Take Ct off a past tense form of verbs and attach & 2 2Ct/Gl 1 ZOU ete. to it. 


eotlt > = | 20H =I think they do / It seems they do 
eHCH— AEH ZO =I think they eat / It seems they eat 
oO! O{LECH—> SIO/LHE 24 20H =I think they get up 


eXtCt > Ate 71 20H =I think they sleep 
*SCt—> B= A ZO =I think they watch 
ACH WE ao 2 OH = I think they wash 


samen c= HA ZOU =I think they run 
sho beE ae 2 OH = I think they muck around 
eC} — Ate J| 20H =I think they live 


*SC} > SH 3} 2+OH =I think they did 
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AAC > ASE I1 ZHOH =I think they ate 

tlt > SE A 20H =I think they watched 

eS QC SQ I1 20H =I think they lived 
*S2Ct— SQA 21 ZO =I think they mucked around 


Example Sentences 


*HIIA APS SO] S+ ote A ZO =I think people are playing soccer over there. 

°0| HE AM OHAOIA SQtEl D1 ZO =I think this dog lived in that kennel. = I think this 
dog used to live in that kennel. 

°K ZOE OID} Ab Qh= I 20H =I think a baby is sleeping in that room. 

“LE BS Bel OFH= J 2OW =I think I don't eat (a meal) fast. 


[Adjectives] 


Rules 
1. Attach a descriptive form of adjectives to 71 20H. 


2. Take Ct off a past tense form of adjectives and attach UE! 71 20H. 


F 


Ty 5o oy 
nie ri0 | 0 N10 


\J 
pare 
>) 


=I think it's good / It seems good 

= | think there's a lot / There seems a lot 

: think it's big / It seems big 

‘OH =I think it's small / It seems small 

OH = I think it's pretty / It seems pretty 

| 20H =I think he's clever / He seems clever 
12 

J 


oi OM 
0 0 


| 
—— 
mY 
ese 
= 


rut J 
Nm me my 


{ 
= 


a 

[ 

{ 

aa 

& 110 
A sd 


wl 


2 


2 OH =I think she's honest / She seems honest 
2 OH =I think it was good / It seemed good 


4 20H =I think it was delicious 
{ 20H =I think it was fun 
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HAC F/G 21 ZOU =I think it was easy 
HICH LQG 1 20 =I think there was a lot 


Ql= 7 20 =I think Thai food is delicious 


Oro 
A Me 
°0| Y= ABAol 2 HA AO =I think this house is enormously big. 
O/H SSAlSe 3B aaa A SOW =I think the maths test was really easy. 


LH ISO MS SAE FSO! BRE 21 20K = According to my memory, I think there 
were a lot of flowers on that hill. 


[Nouns] 


Written Present Past 
eae 
Positive DROME H aC 


DOF OL AAC | DO OLIAE! A ZC 


Spoken Present Past 

aaa 

| Positive | a 20|(2! HA) ZOH USOIRE 71 20H 
DOM THO! FH 20H | WetOW7h OLLIE A ZOH 


Note: The object particle, 71/0], is usually omitted in spoken Korean. 2! } is also usually omitted. 


2 C's original meaning is "look like." Therefore, 20H phrases can have alternative translations but 
essentially they mean the same thing. 


*ot= J1 20H =I think they're doing. It looks like they're doing. 


Qc 21 20H =I think it's pretty. It looks pretty. 
°K 2! O10) 20H =I think it's a chicken. It looks like a chicken (food). 


Rules 
Attach ©! 2 2CVAE A ACVe! D1 2OW/AG DF} 20H to a noun. 
e2tOtAl(! 31) 20H =I think it's a puppy (It looks like a puppy) 


4) 2FO|(O! D1) Zf0H =I think it's a cat 
ett 42|(2! D1) 20H =I think it's a cuckoo 
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eL} (2! 71) ZO =I think it's a tree 
eAFS (2! 71) ZO =I think it's a person 
St )(O! D1) ZEOH =I think it's a school 


Example sentences 


Note: 


Is]; | A SS0| BAI S0t? = Do you know what that animal is? 

S: At AFAt ZfOH. = I think that is a lion. (That looks like a lion) 

S|: AFAR OFLI 2} AEE. SSO] ZO. =I don't think that is a lion. I think it's a tiger. 
“eS: Je? 2S MW Sel MA A Al? =Is it? Then what is that over there afar? 
eFlal: AS OF AY GOW. SSO! D1 ZOU. =I don't think it's a human. I think it's an 
animal. 


oS: AW AICL. = It's a chimpanzee. 
eBlsl:; AAA) A201. =I thought that was a chimpanzee. (It looked like a chimpanzee) 


2 C's past tense is E2EO1 and so 1) 2F0| ARE] =I thought it was a cat. 


Formal Forms 


Rules 


Written Korean = Change Ct to SLICt. 


Spoken Korean = Attach © to the end of a sentence. 


eg. 


a 
ae 
alo 
rl0 
2 
6 
Fr 
N 

u 
[|> 
(ns 


ae | = I think Thai food is delicious 

| 2$0H 2 =I think this house is enormously big. 

OH ss\lsee az ue Gl 71 20H & =I think the maths test was really easy. 

LH IIS AS SOE BSO!] SLA A AOL = According to my memory, I think 
there were a lot of flowers on that hill. 


They/he/she think(s) = ~ 2U 


2 CH is a shortened form of 2C}+) Of and it is used to express what they/he/she think(s). 2 CH is 
usually used in spoken Korean. Attach 2 to 2CH to make it formal. 


eS OLIt Ol WE AM OSOIA SQ 2] SCH = Grandma thinks this dog lived in that 
kennel. = Grandma thinks this dog used to live in that kennel. 


eS Ott MW SOE ObIIIt AR Ql= 2} CH = Mum thinks a baby is sleeping in that room. 


API LUE HS Bel SE A EOL =My friend thinks I eat (a meal) fast. 
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-S0| HSSNS QVe= 71 GC = Paul thinks Thai food is delicious 


SHS JA AS AOE SSO! StH 21 SOL = According to my younger 
(brother/sister)'s memory, He/she thinks there were a lot of flowers on that hill. 


e2tOkAl(@! 31) ZACH = They/he/she think(s) it's a puppy (It looks like a puppy) 


ei) 2F0|(2! F1) CHL = They/he/she think(s) it's a cat 
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I used to do — 2210} 


210} is used with verbs and adjectives to mean "used to". 


Written Form Spoken Form 
: 


* The letters in bold are used more commonly in each corresponding form. 


Replace Ct in verbs in their past tense with 2 Ct 


o2tLt > 2E2LC = used to go 

oOFRECE  OFRERLCET = used to not go 
SC} S2Ct = used to come 
eHQiCt > AM Ct = used to eat 
*ObAatCt > Ob Qi Ct = used to drink 
“Z0tCt — ZO Ct = used to like 
OVC — a! 01 ERIC = used to hate 
“Ct S2Ct = used to watch 
*S2(Ct — SAAC = used to listen 
eS QCt—> 4 Wi Ct = used to read 
ot Ct — 44 21 Ct = used to write / use 
eS QC A Ol Qi Ct = used to live 
Ct 2 2iCt = used to buy 


Example sentences 


(AAA) AS SH ws CAO = used to attend/go to Seoul Middle School (before/in 
the past). 

“HAAHE HAS ZOO = 1 used to like mushrooms in the past. *(but not now) 
2EAOl SSAA 220 =I used to live in England 2 years ago. 

"ASSIS HE ASHS YO! AMA =I used to read a lot of novels when I was a 
primary school student. 

“HAHE HAS #0] SVE, ASS Aotss C40! Ol SoH =1 used to ride a bus a 


lot but now I use the subway more. 


The same apples to adjectives 
*22C} — BIUUCt = (it) used to be good 
eOt EQ} > Ot BRC = used to be not good 
*2Ct > AC! = used to be big / large * 
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etQtCt > A QEQiCt = used to be small 

e=QCt— HRC = used to be tall ** 

eHOCt— VLC = (there) used to be a lot / many 
eAQCt > AQICt = used to be few/little (in quantity) 


* FCVACVRRCt can also mean "tall" when used to refer to height of a person or animals. 


*E.g. FIIt BAC = used to be tall (7| = height) 


*e SCV SOCh/ Set SCt is used for objects only such as buildings, mountains or sky. 


*-E.g. SUOlO] AMIOIE BAS CE SES0! MAA! AIA FSOA JS BAA 
Ct= The Empire State Building used to be the tallest building in New York City before other 
buildings were built. 


Example Sentences 


-OAAHE SAAR ASO] SEIGWEA, ASS GH! Sul = There used to be a lot of cars 


in the car park but now there are only a few. (£| H] SUI = very few / little) 


eOl AMUSE 5 A ABE OHS LH DISC SSHeEa Alee Scl SSC Of FH = This 
apple tree used to smaller than my height but now it's bigger (taller) than our house. 


Polite Form 


Written Form Spoken Form 
BSSLICH 


“HAS HE HAS AAHQVEA, ASE ZF AOL =1 used to hate mushrooms when | 


was young but now I eat them well. 


“HSEAHE ULO 20] of t= AQVEEl, ASS LOt& = There used to be no leaves on 
trees, but now there are many / a lot of /a plenty of leaves. 


SHAE ASS AAS A 220 L =1 used to travel to countrysides often last year. 


SAH] DFR GS tas At S24 2101 2 = When I go to Busan, I used to buy and eat rice cakes 
quite often.* 


“HAE S22 LOl MAEA, ASe HS Gl LO! AtSol S =I used to write with a 
pencil a lot but now I use a pen more often. 
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“HAGE BRAG SIME, ASS SAAS 2V,CE AA LHSS S0H2.=I 
used to only listen to pop music but now I also listen to classics and other songs of the past. 


“Ge ASol AlSt et SIO! AA SARL = When it was hot in summer, we used 
to go to a cool stream/brook and play around there. ** 


* ALAC = buy and eat 
** = 741 {Ct = to go and play 
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I used to do — of Gl 


ote! means "used to" or it refers to an action or state in the past. 
A noun is usually followed by ot! which describes the noun. 


e.g. HIS LHIt VS okEl LO] Of = This is the place where I used to work / had worked. 


The past tense form of ot El' is 81 and it means essentially the same as o|@1 when used in this 
sense. 


eg. AI= UWI Soral ROlOF= AIl= WI! SSG AOI Ol = This is the place where I used to 
work / had worked. 


Take Ct off verbs/adjectives and add @. 


eor Gl (hE!) = used to do 


eJtE (2&4) = used to go 

°2 & (StE1) = used to come 
*CHLIG (CHAE!) = used to attend 
eG (2 2t 61) = used to live 
eH (A 2161) = used to eat 
eG (= 2tE1) = used to be tall 


Example sentences 


“XH LSS Lt COLLIE! CHStO| Of = That building is the university/college (building) where 
I used to attend. 


°O0|24 LHD} Al DAFOE = This is the snack that I was eating. 
°O0/24 LHIE OA 0]] 9&1 DAFOE = This is the snack I used to eat in the past. 


I= HHO! 4G Ot SO Ot = This is the town where Lincoln used to live / had lived. 


“AH EA=S2E A DAH WS AALAA IFA BLtEl ASO! Ot = That tower is the 
building which used to be the tallest in the world until 2 years ago. 


°0O] dAESS BME Ab 2EE SA! AO!OlL = This restaurant is the Chinese restaurant 
where Min-jae used to go often. 


161 


(I learned that) ~C/ ct) 


~C{cti)(2) is used when you talk about something you've learned by your own experience or from 
someone else or some other things (e.g. books, TV and internet). 


Replace Ft of a plain form of verbs/adjectives with Ce}. 


*otCt > of Ci ct = (learned that someone) was doing 


Example sentence: 


ofS AS OfElcty =I learned that Jinsu was doing a major in music 


¢J+C{ ct = (I learned that) was going 

¢2 Cc} = (I learned that) was coming 
eA Cc} = (I learned that) was eating 
eOFA| Ci ct = (1 learned that) was drinking 
e4!E{ ct) = (I learned that) was living 
¢OtS C1 ct) = (I learned that) was making 
¢2/otE{ ct) = (I learned that) was working 
¢AtC{ ct = (I learned that) was sleeping 


¢S=C{ ct = (I learned that) was high 
°St({ 2} 1) = (1 learned that) was low 
¢ Cc} = (I learned that) was big/large 


e+ C{ ct) = (I learned that) was small (in size) 
tt = CE] Ch) = (I learned that) was fast 
¢“?|C{cty = (1 learned that) was slow 

*Cict+ = (I learned that) was many 

eC) ct) = (I learned that) was small (in quantity) 


Attach 2 to E}cta) to make it a polite form. 


(Polite spoken form) 


Example sentences: 


© gotAl AC|S JtGctw& = (He was) going somewhere in a hurry 
© JS SO] BOicti& = (1 learned that) a giraffe has a long neck. 
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© Sut eats Sol PE ct) = (1 learned/saw that) a big ship was coming towards the 
port 


© JH S2totll Dt Bou Al Gl ctv & = (1 learned that) I became (more) relaxed as I think 
that way 


eS ZtotLl Dt BoA cha. 
*As I think (like that), (I learned that) I became more relaxed/feel at ease. 


Oli 


tCt = comfortable, relaxing 
H AIC} = become relaxed 


ral a 


ol 


For more transcripts & translations, click this link, Ahn Cheol-Soo Interview: On Joy and 
Happiness. 
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(I found that) - ~~! Gl 


€1 Gl is used when you found that something was contrary to my previous opinion/expectation or 
opinions/expectations of others. 


For example, 


¢ 0/0] of E!Gl =(1 found that they) were already doing it 


Replace Ft of verbs/adjectives with © G| 


* ofGGl = (I found that he/she/they) was/were doing it 

¢ J+A El =(1 found that he/she/they) was/were going (somewhere) 
¢ ©] =(I found that he/she/they) was/were coming (here) 

¢ OEIC = (I found that he/she/they) was/were eating 

¢ OFAI& Gl = (1 found that he/she/they) was/were drinking 

¢ 4G =(I found that he/she/they) was/were living (somewhere) 


¢ GC Gl = (I found that there) were many 

¢ AGICl = (1 found that they) were small (in quantity) 
¢  ttt=€1 Gl = (1 found that he/she/they) was/were fast 
¢ ‘“?|G El = (1 found that he/she/they) was/were slow 


Examples sentences 


- OstdqlArss AS Ss SME, ASS YEE =I thought/figured that there won't be 
many people in the art gallery, but there were many people. 


© & SO 201? = Is Jim at home? 
© OFLI, OLDE OC! JFAE! = No, a while ago (I saw him) going somewhere. 


© FelAObAcH AIEIO! AFS S G@AI? = There are many people in the city as it's Christmas, 
aren't there? 
¢ OL], M2AASCt AbSS Ct 2G =No, there weren't as many people as I thought. 


You can also use (1 El when you saw someone/something somewhere doing something but now no 
longer quite sure what happened to them next, i.e. where they are or what they are doing now. 


© AIL] AC! 201? = Where's Jinnie? 


° Ob) AFOIAT 2 oF Gl =A while ago, (I saw her) working at the shop. (Though I'm not 
quite sure where she is or what she's doing now) 
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A= OC] 2£01 2? = Has Jeong-su gone somewhere? 
°S, ala StLtey LID} AE = Yes, (I saw him) going out to meet his friend (I don't know 
about the details of where he is or what he's doing though.) 
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I heard / You said - ~7 
04 can mean "I heard" or "You said." 


The meaning of “4 depends on the context, i.e. what sentence follows next. 
For example, 


eS 0F, ASO 2tCtH? & 2Cf St. 
*= Hey, Jeong-su, I heard you're going to Seoul. Have a nice trip! 


eS 0F, ASO ZICH. OFA! Ot2tOl? 
*= Hey, Jeong-su, you said you're going to Seoul. You haven't left yet? 


Add 4 to verbs / adjectives. 
StCt (present written form) + 54 = StCHOH = You said you'd do 


¢2'CtOH =I heard you go (are going) / You said you go (are going) 

¢=CtHH =I heard you come / You said you come 

«91 =CtO =I heard you eat / You said you eat 

¢O} A! CHOY =I heard you drink / You said you drink 

¢AtC}OH =I heard you sleep / You said you sleep 

¢2/0{L+CtOY =I heard you wake up / get up // You said you wake up / get up 
¢ Ct =I heard you play / have fun // You'd said you play / have fun 


gi Ct (past written form) + 54 = s{CtO4 =I heard you did / You said you did 
¢2tCtOi =I heard / You said you've gone 
¢StCtOH =I heard / You said you've come 
eS! O1CtO{ =I heard / You said you've eaten 
¢4¢CtO =I heard / You said you've bought 


OLAt (let's do) + “4 = oF ATA = You said let's do / I heard you want us to do 
¢J|AtCH = You said let's go / I heard you want us to go 
eS! XtCA = You said let's eat / I heard you want us to eat 
¢=S Xt = You said let's play / have fun // I heard you want us to play / have fun 
¢ Ot XH = You said let's make / I heard you want us to make 


Example sentences: 


eA 0t, LU ata OFS 5 Al BHO VOILHCHOA. Ct UW] Lol? = Hey, Sang-cheol, I heard you 
always get up at 5:30. Aren't you tired? 
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“AAO, UY SS OA 5 Al BHO SOLHCHH. ALS 7 Al Of = Hey, Sang-cheol, you said you 
always get up at 5:30. It's 7 o'clock now. 


es, LIS Ul! 2'CHH? = Hey Tom, I heard you're going to Nepal tomorrow. 
eF1 AO}, Al SLI Ol] 2ECHStCtOH? = Hey, Min-jeong, I heard you've been to Sydney. 


ZtC} 2 Ct = have been 


eHIALFt, CISA O&SA BO] 4 QtCtH? = Hey, Jessica, I heard you've eaten a lot of 
Indian food in India. 


02S At? SEI bh Gta) Ut? = You said let's eat! But you aren't hungry? 


“OLOJAAS AFAR? SEI CH ALS! Dt] S Ft? = You said let's buy icecream. But why are 
we going to a cake shop? 


167 


There is / I have — 2) C}/2/U| 


Qt Ct is used colloquially to mean "There is/are" or "I have." 


For example, 


°XHI|0l S== Q'Ct = There is a lake over there. 


oLt BSA OA “el QICt =I have a Galaxy S3. 


Similarly, you could also use "QU" to mean "There is/are" or "I have." 


However, 2(L| is used when you did not have any prior knowledge of the presence of something or 
having owned something. 


°H I/O] S== QU = There is a lake over there. (I didn't know there was a lake over there.) 


04, Lt AlZA 2LUl = Oh, I have a wallet. (I thought I didn't have/bring it.) 


QC} and QUI are very similarly used as QC is also used when you did not have any prior 
knowledge of the presence of something. 


© I/O] S== QU = There is a lake over there. (= M7/Hl S= QICh) 


MURALI, which is the past tense of RLU, is also frequently used to mean "I had", 


0}, Lt Al2t QL] = Oh, I have a wallet. (I thought I didn't have/bring it.) 


00}, Lt Al2t QL = Oh, I had a wallet. (I thought I didn't have/bring it.) 


Additionally, 24U/2! 2 can be used to mean "I/you/he/she/they have" whereas &!Ct is usually 
used to only mean "I have." 


°01, LE] Al2t QUI = Oh, you have a wallet. (We thought you didn't have/bring your wallet.) 


001, Al ALL WSU! = Oh, Jinsu had a wallet. (We thought Jinsu didn't have/bring his 
wallet.) 
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Examples sentences 


°042| S0|S2! QICt = There's a theme park here. (= I| SOIS2! Ql) 


cl rw 


eLt 2!S QICt = (Hey) I have/own a Kindle. 


/24 24] = Oh, I had/brought a mobile phone (I thought I forgot to bring 


°F, LU ASA] &E QUI = Oh, you have a Galaxy Note. 
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Special Expression 


Are you doing? - ~= 70}? [Informal] 


= J10f is commonly used in situations where you see somebody doing something and you want to 
ask them what they are doing. Again, = 71 0f can only be used when you are actually watching 
somebody doing something, and you want to ask them what they are doing. 


e Rule 
Take Ct off a plain verb and add = 7/0? 


*otCt > of= J10F? = Are you doing? 
eJtC} > Jt= FOF? = Are you going? 
es a = 71 OF? = Are you reading? 
°*SCt— Ye 10? = Are you watching? 
*MCt—> ME 710f? = Are you writing? 
ACh A= HOt? = Are you eating? 
eOFAICH > OFAl& 24 OF? = Are you drinking? 
eXtCt > Ah= F1 Of? = Are you sleeping? 
°SLYCt— LYS 710F? = Are you sending? 


Eg. 
°2! ote 71 OF? = Are you working? 
ost i) ae Ot HOF? = Are you doing school homework? 
*Sa Ae I10f? = Are you having lunch? 


Ol Jt= 71 0F? = Are you going home? 
S| JKE 1 Of? = Are you going to church? 
e= ObAl& +10? = Are you drinking water? 
Sst SE I Of? = Are you watching a movie? 
QAO] “= 71 0F? = Are you writing an essay? 
et GAIA] SLHE FOF? = Are you sending a txt message? 
eS AK I10F? = Are you sleeping already? 


You can add 21H, OCI, = It, FY, Of SAI or Pl [when, where, who, what, how or why] in front of 
~ = HOF? to make these sentences. 


°F] ol= FOF? = What are you doing? 
AS = J OF? = What are you reading? 
°3| SE {OF = What are you watching? 
°F] “A= FOF? = What are you writing? 
°F] A= OF? = What are you eating? 
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°F] OFAL= 21 0F? = What are you drinking? 
°5| SLY 21 0F? = What are you sending? 
°0{C| Jt= 21 OF? = Where are you going? 
°=Jt AK= J10F? = Who is sleeping? 

°= Jt Ok= I1 OF? = Who is doing? 

°0{ 2 >| “AS 71 OF? = How are you writing? 
°OH O= HOF? = Why are you doing? 


Related posts: 


¢ Are you doing? -~A|= 7104/2? [Polite] 
* Are we doing? - ok= 10f/ 7104/2? 


171 


Are you doing? - ~A|= 71 0{|@? [Polite] 


Al = 310] 2 is commonly used in situations where you want to ask somebody what they're doing. 
A|= 3104/2 can only used when you're actually seeing somebody doing something, and you want 
to ask them what they are doing. 

e Rule 


Take Ct off a plain verb and add A|= 71012? 


eotCt > otAlL= AG? = Are you doing? 

e IEC} > JEALE 410] 2? = Are you going? 

“ACh AOA SE HOV? = Are you reading? 

“SO SALE AQ 2? = Are you watching? 
ME} > MALE AQ 2? = Are you writing? 


eACt—> CALE 702? = Are you eating? 
eOFAICH > OFALE 21012? = Are you drinking? 
eXtCt > =SAl= 210] 2? = Are you sleeping? 
SUCH SUALE +O] 2? =Are you sending? 


Note: Irregular verbs 
“ACh HOME AVL? NOT SAb= 4-22 


AC ESAE HO? NOT HALE AHH? 
ACs SALE AA? NOT SA] Ht 22 


Eg. 


jo 


2 otAl= 210] 2? = Are you working? 
*SA! SALE 210/22 = Are you having lunch? 
JO JFALE 210] 2? = Are you going home? 
ew S| JKALE 710] 2? = Are you going to church? 
°= OAlE 71/2? =Are you drinking water? 
Sst SALE 710] 2? = Are you watching a movie? 
OI ALO] AALS 7102? = Are you writing an essay? 
e= At GAIA] SLYALE +1OlG? =Are you sending a txt message? 
oS == PALS 71012? = Are you sleeping already? 


You can add 21H, CI, It, FY, Of SHI or Pl [when, where, who, what, how or why] in front of 
~A| = A}0l 2? to make these sentences. 


°F] oOtAl= 71H] 2? = What are you doing? 
“FA OAE AG 2? = What are you reading? 
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°F] SAlS 210] 2? = What are you watching? 
°F] MALS 21H] 2? = What are you writing? 

°F] SAl = F710] 2? = What are you eating? 

°F] OAL 210] 2? = What are you drinking? 
°F] SLUALE 21012? = What are you sending? 
°O1C] JFALE 21012? = Where are you going? 
oS} SALE Al? = Who is sleeping? 
°=It OFALE AG 2? = Who is doing? 

©0129] MALE 710] 2? = How are you writing? 
oO OFALE 710] 2? = Why are you doing? 
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Are we doing? - o/= }0f/ 7/2? 


Ole J10F/ +O 2? is usually used when you want to ask someone what you (both singular and 
plural) are doing, or will be doing immediately. 


For example, when you are in a group of people who are doing things as a group, and you want to 
ask a leader of the group what you all will be doing. 


2e| MI| JbE IO? = Are we going there? [Informal] 
2el HI| IFKE 710] 2? = Are we going there? [Polite] 


Note: o}= 710f? = Are you/we doing? 
HOWEVER, the polite form of "Are you doing?" usually uses "A|= 7104] 2?" whereas the polite 
form of "Are we doing?" uses "= 7104] 2?" 


See Are you doing? - ~= 710k? , Are you doing? - ~Al= A102? 


e Rule 
Take Ct off a plain verb and add = 710} / 10/2? 


sot} > ok= HAOF/ 1012? = Are we doing? 
eJtCt > JE AOF/ 71012? = Are we going? 

“Silt > o = J10F/ Ol 2? = Are we reading? 
eSCt> SE AOF/ 1102? = Are we watching? 
eMOt—> ME AOF/ HO? = Are we writing? 
eFC A= HAOE/ AOL? =Are we eating? 
sOFAICE > OFA 4 0f / 340122 = Are we drinking? 
oXtCt > A= HOF/ 10112? = Are we sleeping? 
SLYCH > SLY F10F / 210122 = Are we sending? 


Example Sentences 


"SS OE 710] 2? = Are (we) exercising? 

°HI|& ItE 7AO| 2? = Are (we) going there? 

°0| AAS JtE AA 2? = Are (we) going by this car? 

°0/H1 AE 710] 2? = Are (we) eating this? 

°0\2e AE 1A 2? = Are (we) eating with this? 

IIA ARE 71012? = Are (we) sleeping here? 

°0P SH Sst SE HAL? = Are (we) watching that movie today? 
°0|\22 SE 70/2? = Are (we) watching with this? 


You can add 2A, CI, It, FY, Of SAI or Pl [when, where, who, what, how or why] in front of 
~A|= }0l 2? to make these sentences. 


174 


°O5 2Scl SF of= AGL? = What are we doing today? 
°F] A= 71Ol 2? = What are (we) reading? 

°F| S= 0/2? = What are (we) watching? 

°P| A= D4 0|2? = What are (we) writing? 

°3| A= 10/2? = What are (we) eating? 

°3| OFAL= 310] 2? = What are (we) drinking? 
| SLU 3102? = What are (we) sending? 
°O1C] IKE 710] 2? = Where are (we) going? 
OCIA ARE 71012? = Where are (we) sleeping? 
*=Jt Of= I10| 2? = Who is doing? 

°0{ 2H] A= 71012? = How are (we) writing? 
oO OF= F012? = Why are (we) doing? 


More Example Sentences 


*22] HC! JHE 2104/2? = Where are we going? 

Of, ALS AILHO DHE 710] 2. = Ah, we're going to the city. 

°0| AAS JHE AA 2? = Are (we) going by this car? 

ol], 1M EAI. = Yes, please get in. 

°F] HS 10/2? = What will we eat? Verbs - Future [Will 

eATHAIE] FS HAAG. ATHAE] SOFA 2? = We will eat spaghetti. Do you like it? 
*l4], SOtOH&. = Yes, I like it. 
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Go to do - ~c{ JIC 


~C} JtCt is used when you want to express the purpose of going somewhere. 


For example, 


ae 


Replace Ct with C1 DECH/2E01/2ECH/2t01 2/2tSLI Ct 


¢ ofc} JECH= go to do 

¢ &cl JICt= go to watch/see 
¢ BHO? IEC = go to eat 

¢ OFAlC1 JECt= go to drink 

¢ Atci JECt= go to sleep 

° Ble JtCt= go to catch 

¢ Atci JECH= go to buy 

¢ 2elci JIC = go to borrow 


Example sentences 


© Osl= OlOl=5 S Atel 2tCt. = Min-hee went to buy iPhone 5. 


© MAIDE ASPSat ut DO) SLA 20 & = Jessica went to the seaside with 
friends to catch fish. 


Note: +) | means 'meat.' Technically, fish is 'S |" but often, just 1) 7| is used in spoken Korean 
to refer to 'fish." 


Aste SAOS Hole AS AOec} LR = Jinsu went out to have dinner with Young- 
jin and Sam. 


HSOE NSIS 20 Sues 


Hobbit, with (his) family. 


oli 


| ej 20] @ = Pil-seung went to watch the movie, 
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To do something - ~7| $| dH 


This is the expression used to show that you purpose to do something. For example, 


OScttSe AS Jl Sol Sol $45 RCO =To go to college, Abraham studied 
hard. 


In the sentence above, the reason why Abraham studied hard is because he's purposed to go to 
college. 


oAA HO! Sloh AASSO SQ 2tCt = To eat lunch, we went into the restaurant. 


We went into the restaurant because we'd purposed to eat lunch. 


Therefore, the clause containing ~| $| oH is the reason for doing something revealed in the rest of 
the sentence. 


Rules 
e Add $| 6H to a nominalized verb. Also see (Nouns - Nominalizing Verbs) 


°249| Slo = To read 
eA 7| P| OH = To write 
°=J| lO = To listen 
¢2totJ| | oH = To speak 
*JtI| Slo = To go 
°2)| Flo = To come 
e39| lol = To watch 
0H )| P| OH = To eat 
*XtJ| | OH = To sleep 
eS 2)9| Sod = To run 
*AtJ| Slo = To buy 
et )| Slo = To sell 
°A1| lo = To stand 
°OfD| Slo = To sit 
et 7| Sl Ol = To live 
°25)| Slo =To die 


Eg. 


Fl oh StS2 OHS SHC. = To read Korean words, I studied Korean. 


NL] AHASS BI Sloh HSA! ZC. =To see the Statue of Liberty, we went to New 
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IEE BAe al Jt] Siok bles] El2'S *2tCt. = To go to the Philippines, she bought a 
flight ticket. 


“SOO GAs SS AAHUS SJ Sok SS VCt = Ruth, who arrived in Judah, to 
support her mother-in-law, she worked. (An excerpt from = _0| OfJI) 


Korean (writing) 

= Korean (language) 

O¥ A! At = The Statue of Liberty 
= The Philippines 

| E| 2! = flight ticket 

= Judah 

= Ruth 

A| 01 {LI = Mother-in-law 

= Ct = support 

S| S| oH = To support 


fel IO > | 


ie) 


0% @ 40 HU 


> JO ME! 2 fh rol 
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Try doing - ~o Ct 


Ct means "see" and ~o Ct is a special expression which means "try doing". This expression is 
used very commonly in ordinary conversations. 


e Rule 


Add Ct to a spoken form of a verb. (Verbs - Present, Past) 


eo SCt = try doing 

-J| SCt= try going 

FO} SCt = try eating 

eObA Ct = try drinking 

°2101 Ct = try reading 

°30| SCt = try listening 

eAt SCI = try buying 

°& Ot SCt = try sitting 

ett SCI = try seeing/looking/watching 
*SctJ} SCt=try going up 

°X{ SCt = try playing (the instrument) 


The tables below are showing the written and spoken forms, and their respective positive and 
negative forms. 


Remember that the plain form of verbs is the most basic from which many other forms of verbs 
derive and the plain form itself is rarely used in both written and spoken Korean. 


I have omitted the present negatives for both written and spoken forms because people never use it 
in this way. 


Instead of saying, "don't try eating", people would say, "don't eat" which is 4 X| Ut. 


" 


There are two ways of expressing past negatives and one is more common than the other. " 2t~ 
form is more commonly used. 


Factual/ Plain Present Past 
Declarative 
(Written) 


Negative | HO] SAl BC BO) SX 2 eh 
Ot BO Ct 
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Dialogue/ Plain Present Past 
Conversation 
(Spoken) 


uER 
oF 20 


Eg. 


OLLIE SS SAB AO SC. = Anna tried eating Chinese food. 


AAG AUG HWSAAL| HS AQ SC. = Charles tried reading Jonathan Edwards' 
book. 


HAO] FO SA DSDRS EF At SCt = Because I tried eating it before, I tried buying a 
coconut again. (Conjunctions - Because, So) 


(| 4 Oil = in the past, before 


TF = again 


°0| SAS S0| FH! = Try listening to this music! 
°0| AAS OFA YH! = Try drinking this tea! 
90) ASO] Sctot SH. Dela FEoSs SF Yt. = Try going up this hill! And try looking 


at the blue sky! 


°S2) Dt S01? = Tried going to Germany? (= Have you been to Germany?) 


°0| Sche! ATO StOt S01? = Tried sitting on this old sofa? 


eT/Of& 7 01? = Tried playing the piano? 


Formal Form 


Refer to Verbs - Formal [Present, Past] 
Eg. 
Written Form 
3101 SLICt = try eating 
“HOH SSLICt = tried eating 
HO SA SRtSLiCt = haven't tried eating 


eOt S10] SSL Ct = haven't tried eating 
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Spoken Form 


°F} + @ = try eating 

“HOH S01 & = tried eating 

“HO SA] BLO & = haven't tried eating 
°Ot SO} St0{ 2 = haven't tried eating 
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Of course, I've done it before — cd 


(Of course), I've done it (before) - (GA ol) (AO) Hata 


e €45| = Of course 
¢ #0 =before 
¢ ohSxz =I've done it 


Usually, when we use oh a2, SC10] and & Ol are implied and omitted. So if I say, "37? oht4," 
it means, "(Of course), I've played soccer (before)." 


When 37 of 2% is used as a question like "S+ oh 222", it means, "You have played soccer 
before, haven't you?" 


oH St & is a formal form and OZ Al is an informal form. 
OH ZZ is a contracted form of oh SAI 2. 
Eg. 


°25— ol StAl. = (Of course), I've played soccer (before). [Informal] 
°25—) ol StAl? = You have played soccer (before), haven't you? [Informal] 


Usually, 22 form is used as an answer to a question. 
Eg. 
°25—) ol S01 2? = Have you played soccer (before)? 


°25— ol tz = (Of course), I've played soccer (before). 
°25—) Otol sta = (Of course), I haven't played soccer (before). 


Alternative answers 


°(O1]), 3S ol B01 V = (Yea), I've played soccer (before). 
“(Ot iz), B+ Otol S01 & = (No), I haven't played soccer (before). 


References: Try doing - of SC, It's cold, isn't it? - SALQ? 


Rule 
Informal present spoken form of verbs + #7 


Eg. 
° ol St 2 = (Of course), I've done it (before) 
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° 51 O{ St = (Of course), I've tried[eaten] it (before) 
*J|ztz = (Of course), I've been[gone] there (before) 

«At ztz = (Of course), I've bought it (before) 

2! 0/2 = (Of course), I've tried it on[worn it] (before) 
eA! OLS 2 = (Of course), I've lived there (before) 


Example Sentences 
(AO) 21a) 401 St 01 2? = Have you tried kimchi (before)? 
(SQlol) 2A] FORMA. = (Of course), I've tried kimchi (before). 
°A1 3 JtetO| 2? = Have you been to Seoul (before)? 
°NS IX. = (Of course), I've been to Seoul (before). 
“O/SOlA SOtStZ. = (Of course), I've lived in the States (before). 


eTLAE CtS0\ 4%. = (Of course), I've made pasta (before). [Therefore, I know how to 
cook pasta. | 


jo 
rH 
us 


5 22? = You've been to Japan, haven't you? 


°*S= Ott Stz? = You haven't been to China, have you? 
et cl] CFS 01 St? = You haven't tried curry before, have you? 


OH DSHOAL Ot AFOLSt2? = You've never lived in Ecuador before, have you? 


Note: Kimchi is traditional Korean food. It is a hot and spicy pickled cabbage dish. Link to photos 
of kimchi 
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Give the favour of ~ - ~2=C} 


This is an important lesson because ~2=Ct is very frequently used in ordinary conversations. 


First of all, ==Ct means "give" and when we attach the spoken form of a verb in front of 4=Ct, it 
g p 


means someone "gives the favour of doing something for someone". 


For example, & 2+ 4=C} means "give the favour of helping to somebody" which essentially 
means "I help someone". 


“Blsl= SOtS [Ot QC} = Min-hee gave the favour of helping to Mom. (Min-hee 
helped Mom) 


In the sentence above, Min-hee helped her Mom and this helping has been done to her and for her. 


The concept of giving is profound in the Korean language. 


In many occasions where somebody does something for somebody or to somebody, the sentences 


invariably includes ~4=Ct. 


e Rule 
Attach the spoken form of verbs in front of 4=Ct. 


°ol ==Ct = give the favour of doing 

¢J| ==Ct = give the favour of going 

2} ==Ct = give the favour of coming 

°0{ ==Ct = give the favour of eating 

° oe == Ct = give the favour of drinking 
°21 01 ==Ct = give the favour of reading 

«| ==Ct = give the favour of writing 

ett ==Ct = give the favour of seeing 

*S0| +Ct = give the favour of listening 

eA} ==Ct = give the favour of buying 

¢ Ot ==Ct = give the favour of selling 

°Jt 2 ==Ct = give the favour of teaching 

°& | ==Ct = give the favour of helping 


Sentences 


SS AILHDEAL 20] Jt ==2tCt = Young-ho gave (me) the favour of going to town 
ae (Young-ho went to town with me.) 


A| LH = town 
2 0] = together 
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AAAS Sel Ol Lt ==2Ct = Elliot gave (us) the favour of coming to our home. (Elliot 
came to our house.) 


2cl=we 
#! = house 


“LE SMS] HS AO =ACt =I gave my little brother/sister the favour of eating his/her 
meal. (I ate my little brother's/sister's meal for them.) 


S& = little sibling (gender neutral) 
H = 


@t = meal, rice 


HOH WS See Sclolal FSU] NSS IEA QC = Professor Piper gave the 
favour of teaching John Calvin's theology to us. (Professor Piper taught us John Calvin's 
theology.) 


1) == = professor 
‘| = honorary suffix (usually attached to the name of professions which involve teaching) 
For eg. 4S = teacher, SAtS = pastor, =H = professor 


Al st = theology 
eLEO A] BAILS S01 BCH = (someone) gave the favour of reading a letter to me. 
[(someone) read a letter to me (for me)] 


4 XI = letter 
Ol A] = Particles - 7Al/O1] AI/St El 
= Ct = the contracted form of 4= Si Ct 


TES LY &chHS S30 SO = Peter gave the favour of listening to my song. [Peter 
listened to my song for me. ] 


‘cH = song 
%01 = the contracted form of 4=2401 (which is the spoken form of #= iC) 


eO1f OF AMID} & Ot B01 2 = Some middle-aged man gave the favour of helping to me 
(Some middle-aged man helped me.) 


014 ~ = some ~ (random, passer-by) 


OF Ai Ml = middle-aged man (a general term for every married men or men aged between 
approximately 27 to 55 years of age. 


On a side note, some men who are actually young get offended if some children call him O} Xl 
because that means that young man looks older than he actually is.) 
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C1! Of S0t = some middle-aged woman 


OS Ut = a middle-aged woman (a general term for every married women or women aged between 
approximately 27 to 55 years of age. 


Again, almost all women who are actually young get offended or even hurt if some people call her 
O+|S Ut because that means that young lady looks old. Let us have some discernment.) 


01 OFO] = some child 
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Would you like to go? - 2c} @? 


~S(=)ct 2? is used when you express your desire to do something together with someone, or 
when you want someone to do something. So it is similar to "Would you like to do something?/Do 
you want to do something?" in English. 


e Rule 


1. For verbs without a final consonant, add = cH@. 
eolCt = Sc 2? = Would you like to do? 
eJ-CH= Bc 2? = Would you like to go? 
eACH = Af cl 2? = Would you like to buy? 
eOFAICH = OF A! cH 2? = Would you like to drink? 


2. For verbs with a final consonant, add Sci. 


AC} = 9S? 2? = Would you like to eat? 
OtCt = St Sc 2? = Would you like to sit? 
eSiCh= 2 Sch 2? = Would you like to read? 


Eg. 


FU O}& ch 2? = Would you like to drink coffee? 

AA A Sch 2? = Would you like to eat lunch? 

SA] 20] Beh 2? = Would like to go to the cinema together? 
= 2 = cinema, theatre 
& @! = lunch, noon 

2 0] = together 


Note: If you omit 2 off S(=)ci Q, ie. S(=)7H it becomes an informal form. 
F1 Ul OF& ch? = Would you like to drink coffee? 


AA A Sch? = Would you like to eat lunch? 
Sol ZO! Bek? = Would like to go to the cinema together? 
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Shall we do something? - 2cl A =7t? 
Rules 
1. For verbs without a final consonant, attach = as a final consonant and add 7]. 


eg. ATC} > 27)}? = Shall we buy? 


2. For verbs with a final consonant, attach SJ)t. 


eg. UCt— BS}? = shall we wear? 


Irregular 


eotCt > abe = Shall we do? 

eJtCt > ZI? = Shall we go? 

eA} > HS? = Shall we eat? 

eOFAIC! — OF Dt? = Shall we drink? 

SC} > 3)? = Shall we watch? 

*=L} — S27)? = Shall we listen to? 

*3Ct — 37)? = Shall we hang out/muck around? 


Example Sentences 


*2c| S0|S 2! 0] SI? = Shall we go to a theme park? 

Pe] AEFHAOIAL AL OF) = Shall we drink coffee at Starbucks? 
*22| SA HOP} BI}? = Shall we go have lunch together? 

eoHCI AE] Sst Se} SI? = Shall we go watch the Harry Potter movie? 
°2Pe| 2Soty AAA ZI? = Shall we go to a gym to exercise? 


Note: Attach 2 to =/S Jt to make it formal. 


°2c| S0|S 2! 0] 272? = Shall we go to a theme park? 

ePc] AEFHAOIAL AL O22)? = Shall we drink coffee at Starbucks? 
*2e2| SAA AO} Zt? = Shall we go have lunch together? 

soc] MEY Sst Se} Bt? = Shall we go watch the Harry Potter movie? 
Pe] SSO AAA ZL? = Shall we go to a gym to exercise? 
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It's cold, isn't it? - SAIQ? 


X|& is used similarly to "isn't it?" of English. For example, SC} means "cold", and SAI 2 
means "It's cold, isn't it? or It's cold, eh? or It's cold, right?" 


This is used when you want to chat up somebody or when you are looking for a confirmation. 


e Rule 


Take Ct off an adjective and add Al & to it. 


*SCt— SAV = It's cold, isn't it? 

“-ESCt > SAI =It's hot, isn't it? 

-2Ct— BAIL = There is a lot, isn't there? 
eAIC} = SAR = There is little, isn't there? 


eStCt = SAP = It's low, isn't it? 

*FICt— AXAl& =It's large, isn't it? 

eACE > 4A] & = It's small, isn't it? 

-2Ct > BA =It's good, isn't it? 

oLtBYCt > LIBYA! & = It's bad, isn't it? 
e2'Ct > 22/2 = It's deep, isn't it? 

oGtOlCt — OFQI XI @ = It's delicious, isn't it? 


i 
i 
i 
i 
*=Ct—> SAI & =It's high, isn't it? 
i 
i 
i 


Note: Al & is often contracted to & in speech. Therefore SA| 2 > BX. 


° % = It's cold, isn't it? 

ei & = It's hot, isn't it? 

°f! 2% = There is a lot, isn't there? 
eX & = There is little, isn't there? 
°== Z = It's high, isn't it? 

oSt & = It's low, isn't it? 

4 = It's large, isn't it? 

eA} 2% = It's small, isn't it? 

*2% = It's good, isn't it? 

oL} 8! & = It's bad, isn't it? 

2! 7% = It's very deep, isn't? 

o9t Ql = It's delicious, isn't it? 


Example sentences 


‘| J} BZ? = The weather is cold, isn't it? 

EH= SM It S| | S22? = The weather in Thailand is very hot, isn't it? 
etetAtO| = 2? = Mount Halla is high, isn't it? 

2s0| AS 2!4? = The river water is very deep, right? 

J 0| 4}? = The house is small, eh? 
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gu 
I 


OY 1 oN pol CO Ae 
ay Hoe HSE 


we) 


| CFO AD = 


AP Ql <4? = Kimchi is delicious, isn't it? 
= weather 

Thailand 

t = Mount Halla 

river water 

ouse 


= kimchi (A traditional Korean fermented dish made of cabbages with spicy seasonings) 


I f= I 


> 
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Let's do it - of At 


This should be easy to learn. Just replace Ft of a plain verb with At to make a phrase, "Let's 
(verb)". Note: This is an informal form. 


eotLt — otAt = Let's do it 
oH} —, AT} = Let's eat 
eOFALCH — OFA! At = Let's drink 
eJIC} a Let's go 
“2Ct a Let's sit 
eHCt— SAt = Let's see 
SiC} — Ht At = Let's read 
eMC} — MI = Let's write 
-=L}— | = Let's listen 


-ScelCt > Sel At = Let's run 
e2Ct > At = Let's walk 
eAtCt > AtAt = Let's buy 
ot} — At = Let's sell 


Example Sentences 


Sel= 
2 0] = together 


ve Cl) (201) S+ OfAt = Let's do basketball. (Let's play basketball) 
Pcl) (20!) UI At S At = Let's eat a pizza (together) 

(2 Cl) (201) ALY OFAlAt = Let's drink coffee (together) 

2 el) (Ol) BEStOt IEXt = Let's go to beach (together) 

«(Sel) (AO!) HI AIO SEAT = Let's sit on the bench (together) 

(2Scl)(foOl) So} aie Let's watch a movie (together) 

«(2Scl) (20!) WatA, At = Let's read a textbook (together) 

gis Cl) (20!) OFO| ne = Xt = Let's listen to ipod (together) 
Pcl) (2f0]) A} Al AFAt = Let's buy new shoes (together) 

(2 Cl) (fO0l) MH HAD BA = Let's sell that fridge (together) 


The formal form of "Let's (verb)" is exactly the same as that of the formal spoken present form. 
You may want to refer to Verbs - Formal [Present, Past] "Please" is implied in the phrase. 


*otC} > oO & = (Please.) Let's do it 
eACt— > 401k = (Please.) Let's eat 
eOFAICE > OFA & = (Please.) Let's drink 
*JICt > J}& = (Please.) Let's go 


*2Ct > BOL = (Please.) Let's sit 

oC} — tt = (Please.) Let's see 

SiC} > $012 = (Please.) Let's read 
i 


eC} — Ml & = (Please.) Let's write 
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°=C} — S08 = (Please.) Let's listen 
*Scl|Ct > Sc4& = (Please.) Let's run 
*2C} = 2k = (Please.) Let's walk 
eAICt > At & = (Please.) Let's buy 
-ZCt — BOS = (Please.) Let's sell 


Example Sentences 


2cl=we 
2 0] = together 


«(Scel) (20!) Sz OG = [Please] Let's do basketball (Let's play basketball) 
“(2 cl) (20!) UI At 401 & = [Please] Let's eat a pizza (together) 

“(2 cl) (201) AL OFA & = [Please] Let's drink coffee (together) 

«(2 cl) (20!) UEStI| Jt & = [Please] Let's go to beach (together) 

«(2el) (240!) HI AIO 20l& = [Please] Let's sit on the bench (together) 
«(2cl) (201) Sst St & = [Please] Let's watch a movie (together) 

“(Scl) (20!) WDEAL 3101 & = [Please] Let's read a textbook (together) 
«(2cl) (20!) OFO| Z&= SO & = [Please] Let's listen to ipod (together) 
“(Scl) (201) Ad A! At = [Please] Let's buy new shoes (together) 
«(Scl) (20!) A HAD Ot = [Please] Let's sell that fridge (together) 
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Easy to do / Difficult to do - ~)| ACt/~)| ASC 


This one is easy to learn. All you need to do is attach a nominalized verb to SCt or 01S Ct to say 
that something is easy or difficult. 


Written Forms 


°otJ| SC = easy to do 

°0|oHobJ| 2 Ct = easy to understand 
°*=J| St =easy to solve 

°3)| SC =easy to see 

-=J)| AC = easy to listen 

Zot)! SCt = easy to say 

*JtJ| SC = easy to go 


Spoken Forms 


°otJ| +11 = easy to do 

°O0| oH ob! +1 S| = easy to understand 
°=J| +1S| = easy to solve 

°37| +1 S| = easy to see 

*=J| +11 = easy to listen 

°ZotJ| +S = easy to say 

*JtI| +191 = easy to go 


Written Forms 


eot)| SC = difficult to do 

°O| oH otJ| O} SC = difficult to understand 
°=)| SC = difficult to solve 

°)| OSC = difficult to see 

*=)| HSC = difficult to listen 

*Zot)| OSC = difficult to say 

*JtI| OLSCt = difficult to go 


Spoken Forms 


eotJ| O1cd Al = difficult to do 

°O| oH OtJ| O1c4d Al = difficult to understand 
°3)| Hcl Sl = difficult to solve 

°F)| AAS = difficult to see 

*=)| HAS = difficult to listen 

°ZotI| 01c4 S| = difficult to say 

*ItI| O1cA S| = difficult to go 
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Eg. 


O| ZH SO S01? = Have you tried solving this problem? [Try doing - of &Ct] 
.0| 2M= AS S)| HAS. = Yes. This problem is really difficult to solve. 


2PelMNnAAe a J| Xt. = Let's go watch a circus. 
ABSOl US BOHM 9] O14! = Because of the crowd, it's difficult to see. 


OF AH Ol oH ObI| O14 S| @ = It's difficult to understand woman. 

OFLIA GS. SALE GL Ol oH otI! O14 S| 2 = No. Man is more difficult to understand. 
—)2 | 44210 2? = Do you think so? 

Li]. Bat DSA A¥2tOW . = Yes. I surely do. 


M| 2 Sel Al 2? = Can you hear me? 
OILI2. SS Aec| HEA 27! AAA &. =No. Because of the sound of music, it's difficult to 
hear. 


Al IFS A == ki| 2 = please teach me how to do fishing [Give the favour of doing - oH ==Ct] 
7ae.s YALE otJ| 41A Q. = Ok. Fishing is easy to do. 


= Hl = problem 

= Ct} = solve 

= 01 2Ct = try solving 
ALFA = circus 

Xt = man 

04 Xt = woman 

AX 2+ OC} = think 
-) 2 7| A421 OF Ct = think so 
A & = really, very 
Li > = very 

SS = music 

x “Sel = sound 

“Al = fishing 
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I know how - 01 2 oF=EAl SOt 


I (don't) know how - 0124 oF=Al SOl/Sect 


Written I know how to do I don't know how to do 
Form 
CSA SHEX] SLICE | OSA! SHEA] SSC} 


Spoken I know how to do I don't know how to do 
Form 

1S Al SHER! SO} OSH SHER Set 

ALA SEX Sora) MA SEX Sette 


Note: I include the written form of this expression for the sake of completeness. However, please 
focus on the spoken form as the expression is mainly used in conversations. 


Rules 


1.Take Ct off a plain form/past tense of verbs and attach =A| 20}. 
(Exception: For those verbs which contain = as a final consonant, take it off. eg. Pk SC} — Gt 
CEN SO) 


2. Attach 2 to 20l/Sct to turn it into a formal form. 


oS OL = Al S Ot = 1 know how to do 

0} S| H=Al SOt =I know how to eat 
©0129] JFEAI SOt =I know how to go 

o} S| SHA] SO} =I know how to see 

©} 2H] S=Al SO0t =I know how to listen 
oS AFSot=EAl 20t =I know how to use 
oY S| St =X] SOt = 1 know how to make 
0} S| =A SOt =I know how to wear 


oS OF =Al Sct =1 don't know how to do 
°0{ 2H JFEAI Sct =I don't know how to go 
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Example sentences 


Note: 


PSEC AAMAl HSA GHA SO. = Yong-jun knows how to make(cook) 
kimchi stew. 


"Sclot! ck OSA BOl=A] SOt?" = "Julia! Do you know how to boil(cook) noodle 
soup?" 


“LHD Ol 2 SD)| HSA SQEA LOH O| SLI} s!O| SOI SAF BS | FAQ. 
= Do you know how I caught this big fish? This fish has good strength and so I caught it 
with a lot of effort. 

“HE US ALA SEA SOV. =I know how to plant a tree. 


0) 2S OLA AtSotEAl SOt? = Do you know how to use this remote controller? 


“ASO! SA IKEA OFMI&? = Do you know how to go(get) to Seoul? 


oFAtOl OL SAI IFEAl Sct. =1 don't know how to go to Busan. 


eHE}O] OF S| OH=XA| SctQ. =I don't know how to tie a necktie. 


“SOHHALE SA OSH SUEA SEAM. = Grandpa doesn't know how to send a text 
message. 


OFAl 2 and 2&Al2 are honorific forms of SO and Sct respectively. OFA] 2 and SE Al 


2 are only used for second- and third-persons. 


For example, 


*I know how to use the subway. 
- Sl Otce Basu 


A AotSs OSA OlSot=EAl SOR. 


*Do you know how to use the subway? 
Hors OSA OlSot=EAl OFA 2? 


*He/she already knows how to use the subway. 
eSM AlofS O17] OLSorEAl OFAIR. 
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Habitually (Made/compelled to) - ~£| 4 ~}| Ae 


This phrase has two parts. The first part is ~ {| &|&, and the second part is ~H{| HHL. 


The meaning of "~ || £| Fi" is equivalent to "when(ever) or if," and that of "~)| £12" is equivalent 
to "am made/compelled to" or "habitually(usually)." 


For example, 


“SAA FA DA, oY eS = SotHl| S12 = When(ever) I go to a restaurant, I am 
made/compelled to order a bibimbap. (I habitually/usually order a bibimbap.) 


=a restaurant 
|°1 = When(if) I go 


4|'& & =a Korean dish (The dish consists of rice with various kinds of vegetables, beef(usually 
mince), fried egg, Korean red chili paste and sesame oil.) 


= Of H| SHS =I habitually order 


Note: The plain form of £|& and SH @ is '[|C}' which means 'to become.' Therefore, the literal 
translation of the sentence above is: 


“SA AOl FA DA, bY S = SotAl S| = When(ever) it becomes that I go to a 
restaurant, it becomes that I order bibimbap 


Also, in the first part when a noun is used instead of a verb, 0|/2} [| & is used instead. 
For example, 


-OfA0| AA, ASS S| SC = When it is morning, I habitually(usually) read a 
newspaper 


The literal translation of the sentence above is, "When it 'becomes' morning, I 'become' reading a 
newspaper." 


The sentence doesn't make sense grammatically in English but I hope the literal translation will help 
you get the nuance of the phrase. 

Conjugation rule 

Take Ct off a plain form of verbs and attach {| [| 3/71] © to it. 

otCt(do) > ot Hl S| Gt = When(ever) I do 
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otCH(do) — StH] SH =I habitually/usually do (or Iam made/compelled to do) 


ot Hl SH =I habitually do 
*JtH| SHS =I habitually go 
¢P | S12 =I habitually come 
°G | C1 =I habitually eat 
°XtH| St =I habitually sleep 
¢ZotHl SS =I habitually speak 
°= | H& =I habitually listen 
e(3| Sf @ =I habitually watch 


Example Sentences 
hae 20] SA, oktOoIAS SS A G1 & = When(ever) it is late at night, I habitually eat 


n icecream 


ACI DH SAA YS Al AL = When(ever) it is noon, because I'm tired(sleepy), I 
habitually have a nap (Lit. sleep a nap). 


AFEat aA DA, StS SH GL = When(ever) I turn on the computer, I habitually 
listen to music. 


eAILHOE LEDEH SIA, Sst S| G2 = When(ever) I go to town, I habitually go to 
movies (Lit. watch movies). 


“SStt ofl SA, SS LO! OAH GS = When(ever) I exercise, I habitually drink a lot 
of water. 


Usually 


As a side note, when you would like express something that you "usually" do and not what you are 
"made/compelled to" do, "==" is often used. 


For example, 


SA AO IS, "Se" bo AES 4 LoL = When! go to a restaurant, I usually order a 
bibimbap. (There is no nuance of being "made/compelled to" order a bibimbap.) 


seSsotyd UNS "S&" SS 40! OM = After exercise, I usually drink a lot of water. 
(Some people may not drink a lot of water and other people may not drink water at all but as 
for me, I "usually"(whether "I'm made/compelled to" or not, we do not know) drink a lot of 
water.) 
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eAILHO] LEDS 2S Sst= t+ = When I go to town, I usually go to movies. (Lit. watch 
movies) 


St WHE =& BOIL =I usually walk to school. 


SAE =& AS It& = usually go to work by car. 
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Because I'm -~ £2 


H1=& is used as a statement in which you give reasons / explanations for what you do or did. 


°o| 1=& = Because (1) do 


°J{=2 isa polite spoken form 
¢J|= is a informal spoken form (however, if 71 is used in the middle of a sentence (i.e. as 
a conjunction, linking two sentences), it means 'if") 


For example, 


MM St01? = You came (back) already? 
°30/ U2 S2QHAS. AchHAl 1 S01 = Because the queue was too long. So I just came 
(back). 


°30/ U2 ZA, Itt Lt = If the queue is too long, just come (back). 


Take Ct off verbs/adjectives and add HE. 


E.g. 


*otCt — o/H=& = Because (I) do 
Ct HEL = Because (I) did 

eS O11 = 2 = Because (I) ate 

*J}-HE=& = Because (I) go 

°2t = & = Because (I) went 

°St}1=2& = Because (he) came 

* Qt | = 2 = Because (there) were many 
eH 2) St] = 2 = Because (I) was hungry 
° ttt = 4 =& = Because (it's) fast 

oQhQl = 2 = Because (it's) delicious 


eOFA} Ot 0 2? = Don't you have breakfast? 
“LI, OM ASS US BO! SW91=R. = Yeah no, (because) I ate too much for dinner last 
night. 


Note: “| means 'yes.' “| is used when you agree with the statement of the questioner. 


*Don't you have breakfast? Ll]. (Yeah, I won't have breakfast) 


Although in English, we say 'yes' to a negative question to mean a positive answer, 'no' is used in 
Korean to mean a positive answer (1.e. 'no' is used to mean a ‘double negative' (= positive)). 
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*Don't you have breakfast? Yes, I'll have breakfast (in English) 
*Don't you have breakfast? Ofiz, 4S 310| 2 = No, I will have breakfast (in Korean) 


Ot& is acontracted form of OFL| 2 which means 'no.' 


Example sentences 


© AT GES At? = (Hey,) you bought a new laptop 
© OH, dA GESSUPS LRAES. DAA M LES 401 & = Yeah, (because) the laptop 
I had before was too slow. So I bought a new laptop. 


° OI AAS SAO! AM FQI=. AIIM 4S Sch? = (Because) this restaurant's food is 
really delicious. Shall we eat here? 
¢ _)ch, SAl. = Yeah, I'd like to. 


04 2 = You look tired 
G0] S271=L = (Because) I didn't have much sleep last night. 


¢ [| H| AILE 2OY& = You look very excited! 
¢ Of, WS SSCS AYA IAL = Yeah, (because) I'm going on a trip to Hong Kong 
tomorrow! 


Al (a simplified form of A1=&) = new 
AtCt = buy 

at Ct = bought 

at U| 2 = (hey, you) bought 

4 © = = laptop (literally, notebook) 


LelCt= slow 
LAC = was slow 
—1eH = ok, yeah 


4 = sleep (noun) 

XtCt = sleep (verb) 

at Ct = slept 

T| 2 ot Ct = tired 

Tot SOIC = look tired 
[| Fl = very 

AILECH = excited 

S= = Hong Kong 

Of 4 DEC = go on a trip 
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I will go first - HA Z| 


AA ZAI is used colloquially to mean 'you will go home/leave first.' 


It's used when you leave a place before your friend(s). 
For example, 
After school/work, if you leave first before others, you may say: 


oLt AA BH. US! SAt=I will leave/go home first. See you tomorrow. 


Likewise, 
°F TY + Verb (Take off Ct and add = 4] for verbs without final consonants, and S| for 
verbs with final consonants) 


Eg. 
eof Ct > SHI 
oH XY StH = I'll do first 


eH} > HEH 

oH ASH =I'll eat first 
eH XY S| =I will do first 
°F XY Z| =I will go first 
°H XY S| =I will watch/see first 
oH ASH =I will eat first 
°F AY OFA Al = 1 will drink first 


°F Aked 2H] =I will go to sleep first 
°F AH =I will buy first 


Example sentences 


oLt AA O| S OFA! Fl =1 will drink this water first 
“SAM LE AA Ae ZAI = Because I'm sleepy, I'll go to sleep first 
el] UH CLO LE AA 4S) =If you're not hungry, I'll eat first 


“AS O| 4 OkH OM Lt AA SI =If you're not reading this book, I'll read it first 
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OSS SH SOO DA. HA SH. LYS St = Today, Because I gotta get home early. 
I'll go (home) first. See you tomorrow 
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Phrases 
As I was doing - ~otC} SLI? 


~orCt SLI Zt means "As I have been/was doing (something)" 


This phrase is used when you want to convey a nuanced meaning of "you've been doing something, 
and learned / found / experienced / saw / heard something along the way." 


OFC} SLI Vt is actually a contracted form of otC} BLADE 


Ct SL|Vt =As I have been/was doing (something) 
C} SL| Yt = As I have been/was going (somewhere) 
C} SL| Vt = As I have been/was coming (somewhere) 
Lee 
HC} 


fa od 


L| 2! = As I have been/was living (this way) 
L| Vt = As I have been/was eating 


iW Yo 


HI Hl 


Example Sentences: 


¢ AC SUU SAA SdolteChv dseote a OtLlatS WH ACt =As I have been 
living (until now), I learned that hard work alone may not bring success. 


© AC SU LSHh0l=e Geo] SANA SS ACE S JNS2tCt =As I have been living 
(until now), I learned / understood that without hard work, you cannot even dream of 
success. 


© JHC SLI, SES4O SS20| UE cty = As I was going (somewhere), there was a zoo 
on my right-hand side. 


© UC SUV, O|O] SAE ct & =As I was eating, I found that I was already late. 


© DAC SU, Le aS CoD LGA Sve JCelD, 20] BAL, Arslot GStot 
AH ZS Sit ME AA. =As [have been like that, I just do my best and wait for 
results, and if Tuck finds its way to me, or the society finds me helpful, I get good results. 


To Listen to How OFC} SLI! is Used, Watch This Interview: 
¢Ahn Cheol-Soo Interview: On Joy and Happiness 
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Other Lessons 


Addressing People 


Addressing friend's name 


When a person is addressed Of/Of is attached to their name. If my name were @! 2[Jin-u], my friend 
would call me, @! Of! [Jin-u-ya]. This is like "Hey @!2/Jin-u!" 


This colloquialism should only be used between close friends. This is an informal expression. At 
school, friends call each other this way, and teachers to students but not vice versa. 


Note that OF is used for names without a final consonant and O} for names with a final consonant. 


Eg. 


AIS, ASOH! 


This is pronounced [Al += }:Ji-nu-ga] since O has no sound when used as an initial consonant. 


“AIS ALOH 


It is pronounced [ A] = Of:Ji-nu-ya] 
°As| — Ss] 0}! 


FA FA 
*-S-—> 3S 0}! 


-4a > Boh! 


So when you call your Korean friend's name, just add Of/Of to their name. 


Pronunciation 


Here is the link to the Pronunciation posts on Learn Korean: LP's Korean Language Learning. 
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